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Right Honourable 
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My LoRp, 

EIN G thoroughly convinced 
of your Lordſhips concern for 
the Welfare of this Kingdom, 
by your Publick Behaviour, 
whenever your Voice in Parliament 

could in the leaſt contribute to its In- 

tereſt; I chink my ſelf obliged in Gra- 

W | titude, to place your Name before a a 

s | |; Eo  IW moſt 


n 9 *. e 
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moſt excellent Piece of Hiſtory, writ- 


ten by that great Man, Sir fohn Davis, 
which indeed gives a truer Light into 


our Conſtitation, than any other Trea- 


tiſe extant, upon the ſame Subject. From 


hence the Proteſtants of this Nation may 


ſee the Reaſon, why they have been ſe- 


veral Times, and unavoidably made al- 
molt equal Sufferers in every Rebellion; 
and by comparing the preſent State of this 
Kingdom with that of thoſe Times, 
may have Reaſon to hope for ſuch a 
Share of Liberty, as is due to the moſt 
loyal, and faithful Subjects; now that all 
Dangers to the State, and Plots againſt 


it, from the original Natives, are utterly 
impoſſible to ſucceed. For the Iriſb are 


now, in the ſame Condition with the 
Fews, no more a People; and as much 
diſqualified to do any hurt, as a Body 


without Head and Arms. For which 
Reaſon, I do humbly preſume, if an 


humble and impartial Repreſentarion of 
our Condition were laid before our moſt 


gracious Sovereign, by the Lords and 


Cemmons of this Kingdom, now aſſem- 


bled in Parliament, it is not in the leaſt 


WL 4 


DEDICATION. 


to be doubted, but he would be graci- 
oully pleaſed ro have our Grieyances 
Redreſled, by recommending us to the 


Conſideration of his Britiſb Parliament, 


who are humane, and willing enough 
at all Times, to repeal any Acts of 
their own, whereby the meaneſt Colo- 
ny in America may ſuffer, upon proper 
Application made to them. If then 
they ſhew ſo much Regard to the Off- 
ſcourings of the People from theſe re- 
mote Parts of the World, have we not 
good Reaſon to hope for, at leaſt the 


ſame Indulgence, if not a greater, who 
are a People of ſuch Conſequence, ſo 


nearly allied to the Subjects of Exg- 
land, in Religion, Laws, Deſcent, Si- 
tuation ; and every other Circumſtance, 
which ſhould unite us, as Members of 
the ſame Body, without Diſtinction. It 
is therefore natural to conclude, that 
we might have the like Succeſs, upon 


the like Application. But, my Lord, as 


no Repreſentation hath yet been made 


by you of the Nobility, and Gentry of 
this Kingdom, his Majeſty and People 
of Great-Britain are not obliged to 


grant 


DEDICATION. 


grant Favours, which have not been yet 
{ned for; or to take off Burthens, which 
we rather ſeem willing to bear (as they 
muſt imagine) becauſe they hear none 
of our Complaints, at a proper Time 
and Place, and by Perſons of Diſtinction 
to carry them. All I dare venture to 
{ay upon an Occaſion ſo important, is 
to recommend to the Conſideration of 
your Lordſhip, and of ſuch as you can 
influence, to think of ſome Methods, 
whereby we may recover a little Life 
to our Trade, and ſome Share of the 
Preferments for the younger Sons of 
Gentlemen here, as they grow up in 
Years to be ripe for them, not only as 
natural Juſtice requires, but as a Reward 
of their Expences and Labour, at our 
Univerſity; from which Place many a 
worthy young Gentleman ſallies forth, 

and may be a great Number of Years 
in the Church, before any one of them 
(except by great Chance) can refund 
himſelf the ſmalleſt Article of his Expen- 
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of thoſe young Gentlemen, and others 


DEDFCATION. 
My Lord, as I have had the Ho- 


nour to Educate a Number of the young 
Nobility, and Gentry of this Kingdom, 


I cannot be juſtly cenſured, if I expreſs 
a kind of Paternal Concern, to ſee ſo 
many of them laid aſide, after paſſing 
their Studies in our College, with the 
cloſeſt Application, to qualify them- 
ſelves for the Service of their Religion, 
their King, and their Country, as if they 
had neither Head, nor Hands. And I 
cannor but again repeat my Grief, when 
J reflect upon the preſent Condition of 
my former Greek Tragedians (who ac- 
quitted themſelves with Applauſe be- 


fore ſeveral good Judges from England, * 
at ſeveral Times, among whom I have 


the Honour to name the learned Lord 


| Carteret) when I now behold thoſe, 


who then ſhined in all the Pomp of 
Kings and Princes, no higher than Cu- 


rates of forty Pounds a Year; and | 


whar is deplorable, likely ro continue 
ſo, if the Lords and Commons, now in 
Parliament aſſembled, do n6t addreſs 
our molt Gracious Sovereign in Behalf 


of 
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of the ſame Qualifications, Rank, and 


Quality, who, I am confident, . would 


think it their greateſt Happineſs, to have 
an Opportunity of ſhewing their Skill, 
and Zeal in the Support of our Religi- 
on, the Service of His Majeſty, and con- 
ſequently the Intereſt of this Kingdom, 
whenſoever any Place of Honour, and 
Truſt, ſhall be conferred upon them. 


Tf among other things, the great Ser- 
vices done by us for the Prozeſtant-Cauſe 
in the late Revolution here, were laid 


before his Majeſty, and how far many 
of our brave Natives were afterwards 
engaged, to the frequent Hazard of their 

Lives, and the Diminution of their For- 


tunes here at home, during the long 
Wars in Flanders; and likewiſe in Spain, 


where your Lordſhip diſtinguiſhed your 
ſelf among many Dangers and Hard- 


ſhips, all which contributing greatly to 
the Power and Intereſt of Great Britain, 


Il am certain they could not reaſonably 
deny the Rewards due to ſo great Me- 


tit. And I am almoſt perfwaded, that 


no brave-hearred Engliſh-man would give 


his 


DEDICATION. 


nd his Vote againſt encouraging us, when 
Id he rightly conſiders, that a narrow Sea 
between us, ought not to make ſo wide 
uw a Difference. 2 
n- This, my Lord, I believe no Perſon 
n, has more at Heart than your Lordſhip, + 
d and therefore in the Name of all true 
Patriots, I offer up my humble Petition 
for poor Ireland; at the ſame time, as in 
4 Duty bound, wiſhing your Lordſpip, and 
& # all other true Friends to its Intereſt, both 
d | in Church, and State, Succeſs, and Hap- 
4 | pinels. | . 
8 555 
1 I remain, my Lord, with the higheſt 
Reſpect, Your Lordſbips--* 


Fo + Moſt Obedient, 
and Dutiful 


Flumble Servant, 


Thomas Sheridan, 
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DISCOVERY 


True Cauſes why TRE LAND was 
never entirely ſubdued, nor brought under 
Obedience of the Crown of ENGLAND, 
until the Beginning of the Reign of King ; 
FAMES the Full, * 


AURING the time of my Service in 


— 5 of His Majeſty's Reign) I have viſited 

all the Provinces of that Kingdom, in 

ſundry Journies and Circuits; wherein 
I have obſerved the good Temperature 
of the Air, the Fruitfulneſs of the Soil, 
by the pleaſant and commodious Seats for 
Habitation, the ſafe and large Ports and Havens lying o- 
pen for Traffick into all the Weſtern Parts of the World; 
the long Inlets of many navigable Rivers, and ſo many 
„ A 2 great 


Ireland (which began in the firſt Year + 
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3 Lakes, and freſh Ponds within the Land, (as the 
ike are not to be ſeen in any part of Europe) the rich 
Fiſhings, and wild Fowl of all kinds; and laſtly, the Bo. 


dies and Minds of the People, endued with extraordinary 


Abilities of Nature. | 


The Obſervation whereof hath bred in me ſome Cu- 


rioſity to conſider what were the true Cauſes why this 


Kingdom, whereof our Kings of England have born the 
Title of Sovereign Lords, for the ſpace of 400 and odd 
Years (a Period of Time wherein divers great Monarchies 
have riſen from Barbariſm to Civility, and fallen again to 
v | that ſpace of Time, thoroughly 
ſubdued and reduced to Obedience of the Crown of Eng- 
land, altho' there hath been almoſt a continual War be- 
tween the Engliſh and the 1riſh; and why the Manners of 
the meer 1riſh are ſo little alter'd ſince the Days of King; 
Henry the Second, as appeareth by the Deſcription made 
by Giraldus Cambrenſis, (who lived and wrote in that 
time) albeit, there haye been ſince that time ſo many 


_ Engliſh Colonies planted in Ireland, as that, if the People 
were numbred at this Day by the Poll, ſuch as are de- 
 Tcended of. Engliſh Race would be found more in Num 
ber than the ancient Natives, | 


And truly upon Conſideration of the Conduct and Paſ- 


ſage of Affairs in former times, I find that the State of 


England ought to be cleared of an Imputation which a 


valgar Error hath caſt upon it in one Point; namely, 
That Ireland long ſince might have been ſubdued and re- 
duced to Civility, if ſome Siateſmen in Policy had not 
thought it more fit to continue that Realm in Barbariſm, 


Doubtleſs, this vulgar Opinion (or Report) hath no true 


Ground, but did firſt ariſe either out of Ignorance, or out 
of Malice; for it will appear by that which ſhall hereafter 
be laid down in this Diſcourſe, that ever ſince our Nati- 
on had any Footing in this Land, the State of England 
did earneſtly deſire, and did accordingly endeavour from 


time to time, to perfect the Conqueſt of this Kingdom, 


but that in every Age there were found ſuch Impediments 
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and Defects in both Realms, as cauſed almoſt an Impoſ- 
fibility that Things ſhould have been otherwiſe than they 
were, e ; | | 

Tone Defects which hindred the Perfection of the Con- 
queſt of Irelund, are of two kinds, and contiſted, firſt, 
In the faint Proſecution of the Mar; and next, Iu the looſe- 
neſs of the Civil Government, For the Husbandman mult 
firſt break the Land before it be made capable of good 
Seed: and when it is thoroughly broken and manured, 
it he do not forthwith caſt good Seed into it, it will grow 
wild again, and bear nothing but Weeds, So a barba- 
rous Couniry mutt be firſt broken by a War, before it 
will be capable ot good Government; and when it is 
fully ſubdued and conquered, if it be not well planred 
and governed after the Conqueſt, it will oftentimes return 
to the former Barbariſm, 

Touching the Carriage of the Martial Affairs, from the 
ſeventeenth Year of King Henry the Second, when tha 
firſt Overture was made for the Conquelt of Ireland, (L 
mean, the firſt after the Norman Conqueſt of England) 
until the Nine-and-thirtieth Year of Queen Elizabeth, when 
that Royal Army was ſent over to ſuppreſs Tyrone's Re- 
bellion, which made in the end an univerſal and abſo- 
_ late Conqueſt of all the 7-i/bry 2 It is moſt certain, that 
the Engliſs Forces ſent hither, or raiſed here from time 
to time, were ever too weak to ſubdue and maſter ſa 
many warlike Nations (or Septs) of the Iriſh as did pot 
ſeſs this Iſland; and beſides their Weakneſs, they were 
ill paid, and worſe governed. And if at any time there 
came over an Army of competent Strength and Power, it 
did rather terrifie, than break and ſubdue this People, be- 
ing ever broken and diſſolved by ſome one Accident or 
other, before the Perfection of the Conquelt. N 

For, that I call a perfect Conqueſt of a Country, which 
doth reduce all the People thereof to the Condition of 
Subjects: and thoſe 1 call zubjects, which are govern'd 
by the ordinary Laws and Magiſtrates of the Sovereign. 
For though the Prince doth bear the Title of Sovereign 
Lord of an entire Country, (as our Kings did of all 

Ear. „ Ireland) 
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Ireland) yet if there be two third parts of that Country 
| wherein he cannot puniſh Treaſons, Murders, orThefts, - 
Y unleſs he fend an Army to do it; if the Juriſdictiqn of 
4 his ordinary Courts of Juſtice doth not extend into thoſe 
Darts to protect the People from Wrong and Oppreſlion; 
if he have no certain Revenue, no Eſcheates or Forfei- | 
rures out of the fame, I cannot juſtly ſay that ſuch a 13 
Country is wholly conquered, 3 2 
Firit then, that we may judge and diſcern whether the 5 0 
Engliſs Forces in Jreland were at any time of ſufficient 4 8 
| c 
I 
( 


— * = 
— < 2 -, 
— r X "> 55 > ++ 3a 
5 5 . D: 
2 OED 5 = 


Strength to make a full and final Conqueſt of that Land, 

let us ſee what extraordinary Armies have been tran(- | 

mitted out of England thither, and what ordinary Forces | 
have been maintained there, and what Service they have ; 

performed from time to time, ſince the ſeyenteenth Year 

of King of Henry the Second, Is 

In that Year, Mac Murugh Lord of Leinſter, being op- 

preſſed by the Lords of Meath and Conaught, and expel- 

led out of his Territory, moved King Henry the fecond 2 
10 invade Jreland, and made an Overture unto him for 

the obtaining of the Sovereign Lordſhip thereof: The | 

King refuſed to undertake the War himſelf, to avoid the 

Charge (as King Henry the ſeyenth refuſed to undertake 
the Diſcovery of the Indies for the ſame Cauſe) but he 

gave Licence by his Letters Patents, that ſuch of his Sub- 

zets might paſs over into Ireland, as would at their own 

Charge become Adventurers in that Enterprize. 

So as the firſt Attempt to conquer this Kingdom was 
Dut an Adventure of a few private Gentlemen. Fitz- 
Stephen and Fitx-Gerald firſt brake the Ice, with a Party 
of three hundred and ninety Men: The Earl Srrongbow 

+ Yollowed them with twelve hundred more, whoſe good 
Succeſs upon the Sea-coaits of Leinſter and Munſter drew 
oyer the King in Perſon the next Year after, cum quin- 
gentibus Militibus, as Giraldus Cambrenſis reporteth, who 
was preſent in Ireland at that time, Which, if they were 

but five hundred Soldiers, ſeemeth too ſmall a Train for 
ſo great a Prince, But admit they were five hundred = 

Knights, yet becauſe in thole Days every Knight was | 
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7 not a Commander of a Regiment, or Company, but 

maoſt of them ſeryed as private Men, (ſometimes a hun- 
dred Knights under a Spear) as appeareth by the Liſts 
of the ancient Armies, we cannot conjecture his Army 
td0b have been ſo great, as might ſuffi ce to conquer all Ire- 
5 land, being divided into ſo many. Principalities, and hav- 
ing ſo many Hydra's Heads, as it had at that time. 

For albeit, Tacitus in the Life of Agricola having ſub- 
dued the greateſt Part of Greaz-Britain, did ſignify to the 
Senate of Rome, that he thought Jrelana might alſo be 
conquered with one Legion, and a few Aids: I make no 
doubt, but that if he had attempted the Conqueſt there- 
of with a far greater Army, he would have found him- 
ſelf deceived in his Conjecture. For, a barbarous Coun- 
try is not ſo eaſily conquered as a Civil, whereof Cæſar 
had Experience in his Wars againſt the Gaules, Germans, 
and Britains, who ere ſubaued to the Roman Empire, 
with far greater Difficulty than the rich Kingdoms of A- 
| ſia. And again, a Country poſſeſſea with many petty Lords 
1 and States, is not ſo ſoon brought under entirely, as an en- 
5 tire Kingdom governed by one Prince or Monarch, And 
# therefore, the late King of Spain could ſooner win the King 
dom of Portugal, than reduce the States of the Low-Coun- why. 
tries, 25 VER. . 
But let us ſee the Succeſs of King Henry the ſecond : 
Doubtleſs his Expedition was ſuch, as he might have 
laid with Ceſar, Veni, vidi, vici. For, upon his firſt 
| Arrival, his yery Preſence, without drawing his Sword, 

F prevailed ſo much, as all the petty Kings, or great Lords 
1 within Leinſter, Gnaught, and Munſter, ſubmitted theme 
| lelves unto him; promiſing to pay him Tribute, and ac- 
knowledge him their Chief and Sovereign Lord. Be- 


+ 000; PO 


9 ſides, the better to aſſure this inconſtant Sea-Nymph, 
0 who was ſo eaſily won, the Pope would needs give her 
+ unto him with'a Ring, Conjugio jungam ſtabili, propriam- 
1 que dicabo. But as the Conqueſt was but light and ſuper- 


ficial, ſo the Pope's Donation, and the triſh Submiſſions, 
= were but weak and fickle Aſſurances : For as the Pope 
had no more Intereſt in this Kingdom, than He os 
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fered to Chriſt all the Kingdoms of the Earth; ſo the Iriſh 
pretend, Hat by their Law, a Taniſt might do no Ad that 
might bind his Succeſſor, But this was the beſt Aſſurance 
he could get from ſo many ſtrong Nations of People with ſo 
weak a Power : and yet he was ſo well pleafed with this 
Title of the Lordſhip of Ireland, as he placed it in his 


Royal Stile, before the Dutchies of Normandy and A4qui- 


Zain, And ſo being adyertiſed of ſome Stirs raiſed by his 
_ unnatural Sons in England, within five Months aſter his 
firſt Arrival, he departed out of Ireland, without ſtriking one 
Blow, or building one Caſtle, or planting one Garriſon 
among the Jr; : neither left he behind him one true 


Subject more than thoſe he found there at his coming o- 


ver, which were only the Englih Adventurers ſpoken of 


before, who had gained the Port Towns in Leinſter and 


Munſter; and poſſeſſed ſome Scopes of Land thereunto ad- 


joyning, partly by Srronugbow's Alliance with the Lord of 


Leinſter, and partly by plain Invaſion and Conqueſt. 


And this is that Conqueſt of King Henry the ſecond, fo 


much ſpoken of by ſo many Writers; which, though it 
were in no other manner than is before expreſſed, yet 
is the entire Conqueſt of all Ireland attributed unto him. 

But the Truth is, the Conqueſt of Jreland was made 


by piece and piece, by ſlow Steps and Degrees, and by 
ſeveral Attempts, in ſeveral Ages, There were ſundry _ 


Revolutions, as well of the Engiiſh Fortunes, as of the 
Tiſh ; ſometimes one preyailing, ſometimes the other; 
and it was never brought to a full Period till his Majeity 
that now is, came to the Crown. | | 

As for King Henry the ſecond, he was far from obtain- 
ing that Monarchy Royal, and true Sovereignty which his 
Majeſty (who now reigneth) hath over the 1ri/p, For the 
iriſh Lords did only promiſe to become Tributaries to 
King Henry the ſecond ; and ſuch as pay only Tribute, 
though they be placed by Bodin in the firſt Degree of ſub- 
jection, are not properly Subjects, but Sovereigns, For 


though they be leſs and inferior unto the Prince to whom 
they pay Tribute, yet they hold all other Points of Sove- 


reignty; and having paid their Tribute, which they pro- 
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- of Conaught, which remain in the Tower of London. Ang. 
afterwards, in the time of King Henry the third, we find; 

in the Tower a Grant made to the King of Thomond in 

theſe Words, Rex Regi Toſmond ſalutem. Conceſſimus 
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miſed, to have their Peace, they are quit of all other Du- 
ties, as the ſame Bodin writeth. And therefore, though 
King Henry the ſecond had the Title of Sovereign Lord 
over the 1riſh, yet did he not put thoſe things in Execu- 
tion, which are the true Marks and Differences of Soye- 
reignty. 955 mY | 

For to give Laws unto a People, to inſtitute Magiſtrates 
and Officers over them, to puniſh and pardon Malefactors, 


to have the ſole Authority of making War and Peace, 


and the like, are the true Marks of Sovereignty ; which 
King Henry the ſecond had not in the 17; Countries, but 
the Triſh Lords did ſtil] retain all theſe Prerogatives to 
themſelyes, 3 

For they governed their People by the Brehon Law, they 
made their own Magiſtrates and Officers, they pardoned 


and puniſh'd all Malefactors within their ſeveral Countries, 


they made War and Peace one with another without Con- 


troulment; and this they did, not only during the Reign 


of King Henry the ſecond, but afterwards in all Times, e- 
ven until the Reign of Queen Elizabeth: and it appear- 
eth what manner of Subjects theſe Iriſß Lords were, by 
the Cohcord made between King Henry the ſecond, and 
Roderick o Connor the Iriſh King of Conaught, in the Year 
1175, Which is recorded by Hoveden in this Form: Hie 
eſt fis & Concordia, inter Dominum Regem Angliæ, Hen- 
ricum, filium Imperatricis, & Rodoricum Regem Conactæ, 
ſcilicet, quod Rex Angliæ conceſſit prædict' Roderico Ligeo 
hemini ſuo, ut fit Rex ſub eo paratus ad ſervitium ſuum, 
ut homo ſuus, &c, And the Commiſſion whereby King 
Henry the ſecond made William Fitx-Adelme his Lieute- 
nant of Ireland, hath this Direction; Archiepiſcopis, Epiſ= 


copis, Regibus, Comitibus, Baronibus, & omnibus fidelibus 


ſuis in Hibernia, Salutem. Whereby it is manifeſt, that 
he gave thoſe Triſh Lords the Title and Stile of Kings. 
King John likewiſe did grant divers Charters to the Kin 


8 


luis young Prince, the King's Son, being but twelve 
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wobis terram Toſmond quam prius tenuiſtis, per firmam cen- 
tum & triginta marcarum; Tenendum de nobis uſque ad 
ætatem noſtram. And in the Pipe Rolls remaining in Ber- 
mingham's Tower, in the Caſtle of Dublin, upon ſundry 
Accounts of the Seneſchal of Uler (when that Earldom 
was in the King's Hands by reaſon of the Minority of the 
Earl) the Entry of all ſuch Charges as were made upon 
Oneale for Rent-Beeves, or ſor Aids towards the Mainte- 
nance of the King's Wars, are in this Form: Oneale Re. 
gulus, 400 vaccas pro arreragio reddit; O Neale Re- 
gulus, 100, li. de Auxilio Domini Regis ad guerram ſuam 

in Waſcenia ſuſtinendam, And in one Roll the '36th of 
Henry the third, Oueale Rex, 100. li. de auxilio Domini 
Regis ad guerram ſuam in Wallia ſuflinendam, Which 
ſeemed ſtrange to me, that the King's Civil Officer ſnou'd 

give him that Stile upon Record, unleſs he meant it in 
that Senſe as Maximilian the Emperor did, when {peak- 
ing of his diſobedient Subjects: The Title (ſaid he) of Rex 
Regum, doth more properly belong to me, than to any mor- 
zal Prince, for all my Subjects do live as Kings, they obey 
me in nothing, but do what they lit, And truly, in that 
ſenſe theſe 1riſþ Lords might not unfitly be tecm'd Rings. 
But to ſpeak in proper terms, we muſt ſay with the Lavin 
Poet, Qui eſi Rex, Regnum maxime non habeat, Buttouch- 
ing theſe Iriſh Kings, I will add this Note out of an ancient 
Manuſcript, the black Book of Chrift-Church in Dublin, 
Ii Reges non fuerunt ordinati ſolemnitate alicujus ordinis, 

nec unctionis Sacramento, nec jure hereditario, wel aliqua 
proprietatis ſurceſſione, ſed vi & armis quilibet Regnum ſu- 
um obtinuit; and therefore they had no juſt cauſe to com- 

plain, when a ſtronger King than themſelves became a 
King and Lord over them, But let us return to our pur- 
poſe, and ſee the Proceeding of the Martial Affairs. 

King Heniy the ſecond being returned into England, 
Zave the Lordſhip of Ireland (farnamed before that time 

Sans Terre) unto the Lord John, his youngeſt Son: And 

the Pope confirming that Gilt, ſent him a Crown of Pea- 
cocks. Feathers (as Pope Clement the Eighth ſent the Fea- 
ther of a Phoenix, as he call'd it, to the Traitor Tyrone.) 
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Tears of Age, with a Train of young Noblemen and. 
Gentlemen, to the Number of zoo, but not with any 
main Army, came over to take Poſſeſſion of his new Pa- 
trimony; and being arrived at Waterford, divers Iriſh 
Lords (who had ſubmitted themſelves to his Father) 
came to perform the like Duty to him: But that youth- 
ful Company uſing them with ſcorn, becauſe their De- 
meanours were but rude and barbarous, they went away 
much diſcontented, and raiſed a general Rebellion againſt ' 
him: whereby it was made maniteſt, that the Submiſſion 
of the Iriſh Lords, and the Donation of the Pope, Were but 
flenaer and weak Aſſurances for a Kingdom. 255 
FHereupon this young Lord was revoked, and Sir John , 
de Courey ſent over, not with the King's Army, but 
with a Company of Voluntaries, in Number Four hun- 
dred, or thereabout : With theſe he attempted the Con- 
queſt of Ulſter, and in four or five Encounters did ſo 
beat the Iriſbry of that Province, as that he gained the 
Maritime Coaſts thereof, from the Boyne to the Banne ; 
and thereupon was made Earl of Ul/er, So as now the 
Engliſh had gotten good Footing in all the Provinces of - 
Jreland: ln the firſt three Provinces of Leinfter, Munſter, 
and Conanght, part by the Sword, and Part by Submiſ- 
ſion and Alliance: And laſtly, in Ulfter by the Inyaſion 
and Victories of Sir John de Gur cg. 
From this time forward, until the ſeventeenth Year of 
King John (which was a Space of more than thirty Years} 
there was no Army tranſmitted out of England to fi- 
niſh the Conqueſt, Howbeit in the mean time, the 
Engliſh Adventurers and Colonies already planted in Ire. 
land, did win much Ground upon the -1riſþ : Namel:, 
the Earl $:r07ghow, having married the Daughter of ue 
Murrough, in Leinfter, the Lacies in Meath ; the Geral. 
ines, and other Adventurers in Munſter” ; the Audleys. 
Gernons, Clintons, Ruſſels, and other Voluntaries of Sir 
John de Courcy's Retinue, in Ulſter ;, and the Bowrkes 
(planted by William Firz- Adelme) in Conaught. Yet were 
the Engliſh reputed. but Part-Owners of re/and at this 
time, as appeareth by the Commiſßon of the Pope's Le- 
In | | * e Date wo 4 
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gate in the time of King Richard the Firſt, whereby he 
ad Power to exerciſe his Juriſdiction in Anglia, Wallia, 
ac illis Hiberniæ partibus, in quibus Johannes Moretonii Comes 


Poteſtatem habet & dominium, as it is recorded by Mat. Paris. 


King John, in the twelfth Year of his Reign, came 


over again into Ireland : The Stories of that time ſay, 
with a great Army, but the certain Numbers are not re- 


corded : Yet it 1s credible, in regard of the Troubles 


Wherewith this King was diſtreſſed in England, that this 


Army was not of ſufficient Strength to make an entire 


- Conqueſt of Ireland; and if it had been of ſufficient 


Strength, yet did not the King ſtay a ſuffictent Time 


to perform ſo great an Action; for he came over 
in June, and returned in September, the ſame Year, 
Howbeit, in that time the Iriſh Lords for the moſt Part, 
ſubmitted themſelyes to him, as they had done before to 


his Father; which was but a meer Mockery and Impoſ- 


ture: For his back was no ſooner turn'd, but they re- 
turned to their formtr Rebellion: And yet this was re- 


puted a ſecond Conqueſt, And ſo this King giving Order 


for the Building ot ſome Caſtles upon the Borders of the 

_ Engliſh Colonies, left behind him the Biſhop of Norwich, 
for the Civil Government of the Land; but he left no 
ſtanding Army to proſecute the Conqueit : Only the 


Enzliſh Colonies which were already planted, were left to 


themſelves to maintain what they had got, and to gain 
more if they could. 


” 


The perſonal Preſence of theſe two great Princes, 
Ring Henry the Second and King John, though they per— 
for med no great thing with their Armies, gave ſuch 


Countenance to the Engiih Colonies, which encreaſed 
daily by the coming over of new Voluntaries and Adyen- 
turers out of Eugland, as that they enlarged their Terri- 
_ tories very much. Howbeit, after this time the Kings of 
England, either becauſe they preſumed that the Engliſh 
Colonies were ſtrong enough to root out the Iriſh by 


degrees, or elſe becauſe they were diverted or diſabled 


otherwiſe (as ſhall be declared hereafter) never ſent o- 


ver any Royal Army, or any Numbers of Men worthy 


to 
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to be called an Army, into Ireland, until the Thirty ſixth 
: Year of King Edward the Third, when Lionel Duke 3 
Clarence, the King's ſecond Son, having married the 
Daughter and Heir of Ulſter, was ſent over with an ex- 
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traordinary Power in reſpect of the time (for the Wars 
betwixt England and France were then in their heat) as 
well to recover his Earldom of Ulfter, which was then o- 
ver- run and poſſeſt by the Iriſh, as to reform the Engl:/þ 


Colonies, which were become ſtrangely degenerate 


throughout the whole Kingdom. 6 | | 
For though King Henry the Third gave the whole Land 


of Ireland to Edward the Prince, his eldeſt Son, and his 


Heirs, Ita quod non Separat ur a Corona Angliæ. Where- 


upon it was ſtiled the Land of Edward, the King's eldeſt 


Son; and all the Officers of the Land were called the 
Officers of Edward Lord of Ireland: And though this 


Edward was one of the moſt active Princes that ever 
liv'd in England, yet did he neither in the Life-time of 
his Father, or during his own Reign, come over in Per- 


fon, or tranſmit any Army into Jreland ; but on the o- 
ther ſide, he drew ſundry Aids and Supplies of Men out 


of Ireland, to ſerve him in his Wars in Scotland, Wales, 

and Gaſcoigne, And again, though King Edward the 
Second ſent over Piers Gaveſton. with a great Retinue, it 
was never intended he ſhould perfect the Conqueſt of 


Ireland , for the King could not want his Company ſo 
long a time as muſt have been ſpent in the finiſhing of ſo 
tedious a Work, | 9 * 1 
So then, in all that ſpace of time, between the twelfth 
Year of King John, and the 36th Year of King Edward . 
the Third, containing 150 Years, or thereabouts, although 
there was a continual bordering War between the Eng- 
liſh and the Iriſh, there came no Royal Army out of 


England to make an end of the War, But the chief Go- 


vernors of the Realm, who were at firſt called Cuſtodes 
Hivernig, and afterwards Lords Juſtices, and the Engliſh 
Lords, who had gotten great Poſſeſſions and Royalties, 
as that they preſumed to make War and Peace without 
direction from the State, did leyy all their Forces Wie 

We” . 3 | the 
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the Land. But thoſe Forces were weakly ſupplied, and 
ill governed, as I ſaid before: Weakly ſupplied with 
Men and Money; and governed with the worſt Diſcipline 
that ever was ſeen among Men of War. And no mar- 
vel, for it is an infallible Rule, that an Army ill paid, is 
ever unruly, and ill governed, The ſtanding Forces here 
were ſeldom or never re-inforced out of England; and 
ſuch as were either ſent from thence, or raiſed here, did 
commonly do more hurt and damage to the Engliſh Sub- 
jects, than to the 1riſpþ Enemies, by their continual Seſs 
and Extortion, Which Miſchief did ariſe, by reaſon that 
little or no Treaſure was ſent out of England to pay the 
Soldiers Wages : Only the King's Reyenue was ſpent, 
and wholly ſpent in the publick Service: And therefore, 
in all the ancient Pipe-Rolls in the times of Henry the 
Third, Edward the Firſt, Edward the Second, and Ed- 
_award the Third, between the Receipts and Allowances, 
there is this Entry: In Theſauro nihil, For the Officers 
of the State and Army ſpent all, ſo as there was no Sur- 
pluſage of Treaſure ; and yet that All was not ſufficient, 
For in default of the King's Pay, as well the ordinary 
Forces which ſtood continually, as the extraordinary which 
were levied by the chief Goyernor, upon Journeys and 
general Hoaſtings, were for the moſt part laid upon the 
poor Subject deſcended of Engliſh Race: Howbeit, this 
Burthen was in ſome Meaſure tolerable in the time of 
King Henry the Third and King Edward the Firſt; but in 
the time of King Edward the Second, Maurice Fitx. Io. 
mas of Deſmond being chief Commander againſt the Scots, 
began that wicked Extortion of Coigne and Livery, and 
Pay; that is, He and his Army took Horſe-meat and 
Man's-meat, and Money. at their Pleaſure, without any 
Ticket, or other Satisfaction. And this was after that 
time, the general Fault of all the Governors and Com- 
manders of the Army in this Land. Only the Golden 
Say ing of Sir Thomas Rookesby, who was Juſtice in the 
thirtieth Year of King Edward the Third, is recorded in 
all the Annals of this Kingdom, That he would eat in 
Mooden Diſhes, but would pay for his Meat Gold and Sl. 
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wer. Beſides, the Engliſh Colonies being diſperſed in e- 
very Province of this Kingdom, were enforced to keep * 
continual Guards pon the Borders and Marches round 


about them; which Guards, conſiſting of idle Soldiers, 
were likewife impoſed as a continual Burthen upon the 
poor Enzliſh Freeholders, whom they oppreſſed and im- 
poveriſned in the ſame manner, And becauſe the great 


Engliſh Lords and Captains had Power to impoſe this 


Charge when and where they pleaſed, many of the poor 
Freeholders were glad to give unto thoſe Lords a great 
Part of their Lands, to hold the reſt free from that Ex- 


tortion: And many others, not being able to endure 


that intolerable Oppreſſion, did utterly quit their Free- 


holds, and returned into Exgland. By this Means the 


Engliſh Colonies grew poor and weak, though the Eng- 
liſh Lords grew rich and mighty; for they placed Iriſh 


Tenants upon the Lands relinquiſhed by the Engliſh; up- 


on them they levied all riſh Exactions, with them they 


” 


married, and foſtered, and made Goſſips ſo as within one 


Age, the Engliſh, both Lords and Freeholders, became 
degenerate and meer Iriſp in their Language, in their Ap. 


parel, in their Arms and manner of Fight, and all other 


Cuſtoms of Life whatſoever, _ os 
By this it appeareth why the Extortion of Coigne and 


_ Livery, is called in the old Statutes of Ireland, A damna- 


ble Cuſtom ; and the impoſing and taking thereof, made 
High Treaſon, And it is ſaid in an ancient Diſcourſe, 


Of the Decay of Ireland, that though it was firſt invent- 
ed in Hell, yet if it had been uſed and practiſed there, 


as it hath been in Ireland, it had long ſince deſtroyed the 
very Kingdom of Beelzebub. In this manner was the 


War of Jreland carried, before the coming over of Lio- 
nel Duke of Clarence. | 


This young Prince, being Earl of Ulfter, and Lord of 


Conaug ht, in right of his Wife (who was Daughter and 
Heir of the Lord William Bowrk, the laſt Earl of Ulfer of } 
that Family, flain by Treachery at Knockfergus) was made 


the King's- Lieutenant of Jreland ; and ſent over with an 


Army in the lix and thirtieth Year of King Edward KY 


Third: 
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Third : The Roll and Liſt of which Army doth remain 
of Record in the King's Remembrancers Office in Eng- 

land (in the Preſs de Rebus tangentibus Hiberniam) and 
doth not contain above fifteen hundred Men by the Poll, 


this Age, both in reſpect of the Command, and the En- 
tertainment, I think it not impertinent to take a Brief 
View thereof. : 5 . 

The Lord Lionel was General, and under him Raulf 
Earl of Stafford, James Earl of Ormonde, Sir John Carew, 
Banneret, Sir William Minſore, and other Knights were 
Commanders. | TED? | 

The Entertainment of the General, upon his firſt Ar- 
rival, was but fix Shillings eight Pence per diem, for him- 


for feventy Archers, fix Pence a- piece per diem. Eut being 

ſhortly after created Duke of Clarence (which Honour was 
confer d upon him being here in Ireland) his Entertainment 
was raiſed to thirteen Shillings four Pence per diem, for 
himſelf; and for eight Knights, two Shillings * 
per diem; with an increaſe of the Number of his Archers, 
Vi. three hundred and ſixty Archers on Horſeback, out 
of Lancaſhire, at ſix Pence a-piece per diem ; and twenty 
three Archers out of Wales, at two Pence a-piece per 
diem. ff We 


fix Shillings eight Pence per diem; for a Banneret, four 
Shillings per diem; for ſeventeen Knights, two Shillings 
a- piece per diem; for ſeventy eight 1 whey twelve Pence 
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ſix Pence a- piece per diem, Beſides, he had the Command 


Archers out of Worceſterſhire, and fix Archers out of 
Shropſhire, at four Pence a-piece per diem. 3 
The Entertainment of James Earl of Ormonde was, for 
himſelf, four Shillings per diem; for two Knights, two 


— — 
— 7 


lers 


4 


which becauſe it differs ſomewhat from the manner of. 


ſelf ; for five Knights, two Shillings a- piece per diem; 
for ſixty four Eſquires, twelve Pence a- piece per diem; 


The Earl of Stafford's Entertainment was, for himſelf, 


a-piece per diem; for one hundred Archers on Horſeback, 


of four and twenty Archers out of Staffordſhire, forty 


Shüllings a- piece per diem; for ſeven and twenty Eſ- 
quires, twelve Pence a. piece per diem; for twenty Hob. 
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with the King, to ſerve him in his Wars, with _ 
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lers armed (the Jriſi Horſemen were ſo called, becauſe 


v ſerved on Hobbies) ſix Pence a- piece per diem; 
an 


for twenty Hoblers not armed, four Pence a- piece 


per diem. 


The Entertainment of Sir John Carew, Banneret, was, 
for himſelf, four Shillings per diem; for one Knight, two 
Shillings per diem ; for eight Eſquires, twelve Pence a- 
piece per diem; for ten Archers on Horſeback, fix Pence 
a-piece fer diem. NS: 

The Entertainment of Sir William Winſore was, for 


himſelf, two Shillings per diem; for two Knights, two 


Shillings a- piece per diem; for forty nine Eſquires, twelve 
Pence a- piece per diem; for {ix Archers on Horſeback, 
ſix Pence a- piece per diem. „ 

The like Entertainment ratably, was allowed to divers 


Knights and Gentlemen upon that Liſt, for themſelves 


and their ſeveral Retinues; whereof ſome were greater, 


and ſome leſs, as they themſelves could raiſe them a- 
mong their Tenants and Followers, | 


For in ancient times, the King himſelf did not levy his 


| 3 g ; : O 0 A 
Armies by his own immediate Authority or Commiſſion ; 


but the Lords and Captains did by Indenture covenant 


Numbers of Men, for certain Wages and Entertainments, 


which they raiſed in greater or lefler-Numbers ;, as. they... 


had Favour or Power with the People. This Courſe hath 
been changed in latter times upon good Reaſons of State : 


For the Barons and chief Gentlemen of the Realm, ha- 


ving Power to uſe the King's Prerogative in that point, 
became too popular ; whereby they were enabled to raiſe 
Forces even againſt the Crown it ſelf ; which ſince the 


Statutes made for levying and muſtering of Soldiers by 
the King's ſpecial Commiſſion, they cannot ſo eaſily per- 


form, if they ſhould forget their Duties, 


This Lord Lieutenant, with his ſmall Army, perform- 


ed no ou Service; and yet upon his coming over, all 


Men who had Land in Jreland, were by Proclamation 


remanded back out of England thither ; and both the 


Clergy and Laity of this Land gave two Years Profits of 
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all their Lands and Tythes, towards the Maintenance of 


the War here: Only he ſuppreſſed ſome Rebels in low 


Leinſter, and | recovered the Maritime Parts of his Earl- 
dom of Viſter. But his beſt Service did conſiſt in the well- 
governing of his Army, and in holding that famous Parlia- 


and the degenerate Manners of the Engliſh (briefly ſpoken 
of before) were diſcovered, and Laws made to reform the 
lame : Which ſhall be declared more at large hereafter, 

The next Lieutenant, tranſmitted with any Forces out 
of England, was Sir William Vinſone; who in the 47th 
Year of King Edward the Third, undertook the Cuſtody, 
not the Conqueſt of this Land (for now the Engliſh made 
rather a defenſive than an invaſive War) and withal, to 
defray the whole Charge of the Kingdom for Eleven 


| thouſand two hundred thirteen Pounds, fix Shillings and 
eight Pence, as appeareth by the Indenture between him 
and the King, remaining of Record in the Tower of Lon- 


don. But it appeareth by that which Froiſſard reporteth, 


that Sir William Winſore was ſo far from ſubduing the 
_ Tiſh, as that himſelf reported, That he could never have 
Acceſs to underſtand and know their Countries, although 


he had ſpent more time in the Service of Ireland, than 
any Engliſh Man then living. 55 
And here I may well take Occaſion to ſhew the Va- 


touching the Revenue of the Crown in Feland, in the 


time of King Edward the Third: For he ſetting forth the 


ſtate of things there, in the time of King Richard the 
Second, Writeth thus: Cum Rex Angliæ illuſtris, Edwar- 
dus tertius illic poſuiſſet Bancum ſuum atque Judices, cum 


Scaccario, percepit inde ad Regalem Fiſcum annuatim tri- 


ginta millia librarum ; modo propter abſentiam ligeorum, 
& hoſtium potentiam, mbhil inde venit: Sed Rex per annes 
ſiugulos, de ſus Marſupio, terre defenſoribus ſolvit Triginta 


_ millia marcarum, ad regni ſui dedecus & fiſci graviſimum 
dietrimentum. „„ VVV 
II this Writer had known, that the King's Courts had 

been eſtabliſhed in Ireland more than an hundred Years 


belore 


ment at Kilkenny, wherein the Extortion of the Soldier, 


nity of that which is reported in the Story of Waiſmngham, 
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of 5 before King Edward the Third was born; or had ſeen 


Ft 
9 


either the Parliament Rolls in England, or the Records 


of the Receipts and Iflues in Ireland, he had not left 
this vain Report to Poſterity: For both the Benches and 
the Exchequer were wetted in the twelfth Year of King. 
John, And it is recorded in the Parliament Rolls of 21. 
of King Edward the Third, remaining in the Tower, 
that the Commons of England made Petition that it might 


be enquired, why the King received no Benefit of his 


Land of Ireland, conſidering he poſſeſſed more there 
than any of his Anceſtors had before him, Now, if the 
King at that time, when there was no ſtanding For- 
ces maintained there, had received thirty thouſand Pound 
yearly at his Exchequer in Ireland, he mult needs have 
made Profit by that Land, conſidering that the whole- 
Charge of the Kingdom in the 47th Year of Edward the 


Third (when the King did pay an Army there) did a- 


mount to no more than eleven thouſand and two hun- 
dred Pounds per Aunum, as appeareth by the Contract of 
Sir William Winſore, „„ 7 

Beſides, it is manifeſt by the Pipe-Rolls of that time, 


whereof many are yet preſerved in Bremingham's Tower, 


and are of better Credit than any Monk's Story; that 
during the Reign of King Edward the Third, the Reve- 
nue of the Crown of Ireland, both certain and caſual, 
did notriſe unto ten thouſand Pound per Annum, though 
the Medium be taken of the beſt ſeven Years that are 
to be found in that King's time. The like Fable hath 
Hollingſhead touching the Revenue of the Earldom of 


Ulſter ; which (ſaith he) in the time of King Richard the 
Second was thirty thouſand Marks by the Year ; whereas 


ia truth, though the Lordſhips of Conaught and Meath 
Nwhich were then Parcel of the Inheritance of the Earl of 


Ulſter) be added to the Accompt, the Revenue of that 


Earldom came not to the third Part of that he writeth, 


For the Accompt of the Profits of Ulſter yet remaining in 
Bremingham's Tower, made by William Fit-Marren, 
Seneſchal and Farmer of the Lands in U!ſer, ſeized into. 


* 


the King's Hands after the death of Valter de Burgos 


Earl 
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Earl of Ulſter, from the fifth Year of King Edward the 
Third, until the eighth Year, do amount but to nine hun- 
dred and odd Pounds, at which Time the Iriſhry had 
not made ſo great an Invaſion upon the Farldom of Ul/fer, _ 
as they had done in the time of King Richard the Second, 3 
As vain a thing it is, that I have ſeen written in an 
ancient Manuſcript, touching the Cuſtoms of this Realm 
in the time of King Edward the Third, that thoſe Du- 
ties in thoſe Days ſhould yearly amount to ten thouſand 
Marks, which by my own ſearch and view of the Records 
here, I can juſtly controul : For upon the late reducing 
of this ancient Inheritance of the Crown, which had 
been detained in molt of the Port-Towns of this Realm, 
for the ſpace of an hundred Years and upwards, I took 
ſome Pains (according to the Duty of my Place) to viſit 
all the Pipe-Rol}s, wherein the Accompts of Cuſtoms are 
contained, and found thoſe Duties anſwered in every [ 
Port, for two hundred and fifty Years together, but did | 
not find that at any time they did exceed a thouſand | 
Pound per Annum; and no marvel, for the Subſidy of 
Poundage was not then known, and the greateſt Profit 
did ariſe by the Cocquet of Hides; for Wool and Wool- 
fells were ever of little Value in this Kingdom. pts 
But now again let us ſez how the Martial Affairs pro- 
ceeded in Ireland, Sir William Minſore continued his 
Government till the latter End of the Reign of King 
Edward the Third, keeping, but not enlarging the Erg- 
th Borders. 8 | Rt 
In the beginning of the Reign of King Richard the 
Second, the State of England began to think of the R- - 
covery of treland ; For then was the firſt Statute made 
againſt Abſentees, commanding all ſuch as had Land in 
Ireland, to return and reſide thereupon, upon pain to 
forfeit two third parts of the Profit thereof. Again, this 
King, before he intended to paſs over, committed the 
Government of this Realm to ſuch great Lords ſuecceſ- 
| ſively, as he did moſt love and favour : Firſt, to the Earl 
of Oxford, his chief Minion, whom he created Marqueſs 
of Dublin, and Duke of Ireland: Next, to the Duke, 


e 
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of Surry, his Half. brother: And laſtly, to the Lord Morti- 


mer, Earl of Marehand Ulſter, his Couſin and Heir apparent. 


Among the Patent Rolls in the Tower, the ninth Lear 


of Richard the Second, we find five hundred Men at 
Arms at twelve Pence a- piece per diem, and a thouſand 


Archers at ſix Pence a- piece per diem, appointed for the 
Duke of Ireland, Super Conqueſtu illius terrg per duos an- 


nos: For thoſe are the Words of that Record. But for 
the other two Lieutenants, I do not find the certain 


Numbers whereof, their Armies did conſiſt: But certain 
it is, that they were ſcarce able to defend the Engliſh 
Borders, much leſs to reduce the whole Iſland : For one 


of them, namely, the Earl of March, was himſelf ſlain 


upon the Borders of Meath ; for Reyenge of whoſe 
death, the King himſelf made his ſecond Voyage into 


Ireland, in the laſt Year of his Reign. For his firſt Voy- 
age in the eighteenth Year of his Reign (which was in- 


deed a Voyage-Royal) was made upon another Motiye 


and Occaſion, which was this: Upon the Vacancy of 


the Empire, this King having married the King of Bohe- 
mia's Daughter (whereby he had great Alliance in Ger- 


many) did by his Ambaſſadors ſollicite the Princes Elec- 
tors to chuſe him Emperor: But another being elected, 
and his Ambaſſadors returned, he would needs know of 


them the Cauſe of his Repulſe in that Competition: They 


told him plainly, that the Princes of Germany did not 


think him fit to command the Empire, who was neither 
able to hold that which his Anceſtors had gained in 
France, nor to rule his inſolent Subje&s in England, nor 

to maſter his rebellious People of Ireland. This was e- 


nough to kindle in the Heart of a young Prince, a De- 


ſire to perform ſome great Enterpiize ; and therefore 
finding it no fit time to attempt France, he reſolved to 
finiſh the Conqueſt of Ireland; and to that end he levied 


a a mighty Army conſiſting of four thouſand Men at Arms, 


and thirty thouſand Archers, which was a ſufficient Pow- 
er to have reduced the whole Iſland, if he had firſt bro- 
ken the Jriſh with a War, and after eſtabliſhed the Eng- 


_ lib Laws among them, and not hays been ſatisfied with 
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their light Submiſſions only, wherewith, in all Apes they 


have mock'd and abuſed the State of England. But the 


_ Triſh Lords knowing this to be a ſure Policy to diſſolve 


the Forces, which they were not able to reſiſt (for their 


Anceſtors had put the ſame Trick and Impoſture upon 
King John and King Henry the Second) as ſoon 


as the King was arrived with his Army, which he 
brought over under S. Edward's Banner ( whoſe 


Name was had in great Veneration amongſt the 7riſh) 
they all made Offer to ſubmit themſelyes : Where- 
upon the Lord Thomas Mowbray, Earl of Nottingham 
and Marſhal of England, was authorized by ſpecial 
Commiſſion to receive the Homages and Oaths of Fide- 
lity, of all the 1riſbry of Leinſter. And the King himſelf 
having received humble Letters from Oneal (wherein he 
ſtileth himſelf Prince of the Jriſhry in Ulſter, and yet ac- 
knowledgeth the King to be his Sovereign Lord, & per- 
peoetuus Dominus Hibernie) removed to Drogheda, to ac- 
cept the like Submiſſions from the Jriſury of Ulſter. The 
Men of Leinſter, namely, Mac Murrogh, 6 Byrne, 6 Moore, 

s Murrogh, 6 Nolan, and the Chief of the Kinſhelaghes, 

in an humble and ſolemn Manner did their Homages, 
and made their Oaths of Fidelity to the Earl Marſhal, 
laying aſide their Girdles, their Skeins and their Caps, 
falling down at his Feet upon their Knees; which 
when they had performed, the Earl gave unto each of 
them, Oſculum pacis. . 


Beſides they were bound by ſeveral Indentures, upon 


great Pains, to be ou to the Apoſtolick Chamber, not 


only to continue loyal Subjects, but that by a certain 


Day prefixed, they and all their Sword-men ſhould clear- 
ly relinquiſh and give up unto the King and his 
Succeſſors all their Lands and Poſſeſſions which the 


held in Leinſter, and (taking with them only their 


| moveable Goods) ſhould ferye him in his Wars a- 
gainſt his other Rebels: In Conſideration whereof, the 
King ſhould give them Pay and Penſions during their 
Lives, and beſtow the Inheritance of all ſuch Lands 
upon them, as they ſhould recoyer trom the Rebels, in 
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any other part of the Realm. And thereupon a Penſion 
of eighty Marks per Annum, was granted to Ar?” Mac- 
murrogh, chief of the Kavanghes ; the Enrolment where- 
of I found in the white Book of the Exchequer here, 


And this was the effect of the Service performed by the 
Earl Marſhal, by virtue of his Commiſſion. The King 


in like manner received the Submiſſions of the Lords of 


Ulſter ; namely, à Neal, 6 Hanlan, Mac-donel, Mac- ma- 


hon, and others, who with the like Humility and Cere- 

mony did Homage and Fealty to the King's own Perſon : 
The Words of 6 Neale's Homage, as they are recorded, 
are not unfit to be remembred. Ego Nelanus Oneale Sea 
nior tam pro meipſo, quam pro filiis meis, &. tota natio- 


ne mea &. Parentelis meis, & pro omnibus fſubditis meis 


devenio Ligeus homo veſter, Mc. And in the Indenture 


between him and the King, he is not only bound to re- 


main faithful to the Crown of England, but to reſtore 
the Bonaught of Ulſter to the Earl of Ulſter, as of right 
belonging to that Earldom, and uſurped among other 


, things by the Oneals. A 


Theſe Indentures and Submiſſions, with many other of 


the ſame kind (for there was not a Chieftain, or Head of 


an Iriſh Sept, but ſubmitted himſelf in one Form or other) 


the King himſelf cauſed to be enrolled and teſtified by a 


Notary Publick, and deliyered the Enrolments with his 
own Hands to the BiſhoÞ of Salisbury, then Lord Trea- 
ſurer of England, ſo as they have been preſeryed, and 
are now to be found in the Office of the King's Kememe 
brancer there. | „„ Gs 
With theſe Hnmilitiee they tatisned the oung King, : 
and by their bowing and bending, ayoided the preſent 
Storm; and ſo brake that Army which was prepared to 
break them. For the King having 'accepted their Sub. 
miſſions, received them in Oſculo pacis, feaſted them, and 
given the Honour of knighthood to divers of them, did 


| break up and diſſolve his Army, and returned into Eng- 


land with much Honour and ſmall Profit (ſaith Froifard : 
For though he had ſpent a huge Maſs of Treaſure in tranſ- 
porting his Army, by the Countenance whereof he drew 
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11 
— on their Submiſſions, yet did he not encreaſe his Revenue b 
| thereby one ſterling Pound, nor enlarg'd the Engliſh Bor- 1 
ders the breadth of one Acre of Land; neither did he 1 
extend the Juriſdiction of his Courts of Juſtice one Foot 7 
Further than the Englih Colonies, wherein it was uſed and 1 
exerciſed before. Beſides, he was no ſooner returned 1 
into E2g1and, but thoſe Iriſh Lords laid aſide their Masks ! 
of Humility, and ſcorning the weak Forces which the 


King had left behind him, began to infeſt the Borders; in 
defence whereof, the Lord Roger Mortimore, being then te 
King's Lieutenant, and Heir Apparent to the Crown of Eng | 
land, was lain, as I ſaid before: whereupon the King being 
moved with a juſt Appetite of Revenge, came over a- 
gain in Perſon, in the 22d Year of his Reign, with as 
Potent an Army as he had done before, with a full pur- 
Poſe to make a full Conqueſt of Ireland, He landed at , 
Waterford , and paſſing from thence to Dublin, through 
the waſte Countries of the Murroghs, Kinſhelaghs, Cava- 
zagbs, Birnes and Tooles, his great Army was much di- 
ftreſſed for want of Victuals and Carriages; ſo as he per- 
formed no memorable thing in that Journey, only in the 
Cavanagh's Country he cut and cleared the Paces, and 
beſtowed the Honour of knighthood upon the Lord Hen- '* 
, the Duke of Lancaſter's Son, who was afterwards King 2 
Henry the Fifth, and ſo came to Dublin, where entring 
into Council how to proceed m the War, he received 
News out of England, of the Arrival of the baniſh'd 
Duke of Lancaſter at Ravenſpurgh, uſurping the Regal 
Authority, and arreſting and putting to Death his prin- 
cipal Officers. . „ 1 
This Advertiſement ſuddenly brake off the King's Pur- 5 
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poſe touching the Proſecution of the War in Ireland, and 
tranſported him into England, where ſhortly after he end- 
ed both his Reign and his Life; ſince whoſe time, until 
the 39th Year of Queen Elizabeth, there was never any 
Army ſent over of a competent Strength or Power to ſub- 
due the 173/þ; but the War was made by the Eng liſs Colo- 
| nies, only to defend their Borders: or if any Forces were 
tranſmitted oyer, they were ſent only to ſuppreſs the Re- 5 
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bellions of ſuch as were deſcended of Engliſh Race; and 


not to enlarge our Dominion over the rh, 
During the Reign of King Henry the Fourth, the Lord 
Thomas of Lancaſter, the King's ſecond Son, was Lieu- 


tenant of Ireland; who, for the firſt eight Years of that 
| King's Reign, made the Lord Scroope, and otiers, his 


Deputies; who only defended the Marches with Forces 
levied within the Land, In the eighth Year that Prince 
came over in Perſon with a ſmall Retinue; ſo as wanting . 
a ſufficient Power to attempt or perform any great Ser- 
vice, he return'd within ſeven Months after into England : 
Yet dnring his perſonal Abode there, he was hurt in his 
own Perſon within one Mile of Dublin, upon an Encoun— 
ter with the [rijh Enemy. He took the Submiſſion of o 
Birne of the Mountains, Mac mahon and o Rely, by ſeveral 
Indentures, wherein 8 Birne doth covenant, that the King 


ſhall quietly enjoy the Mannor of New. Caſtle; Mac-mahor 


accepteth a State in the Ferny for Life, rendring ten Pound 
a Year; and 6 Rely doth promiſe to perform ſuch Duties 
to the Earl of March and Ulſter, as were contained in 
an Indenture dated the eighteenth of Richard the ſes 


cond, | 


In the time of Henry the Fifth there came no Forces 
out of England: however, the Lord Furnival being the 
King's Lieutenant, made a Martial Circuit, or Journey, 
round about the Marches and Borders of the Pale ; and 
brought all the 1r/ to the King's Peace, beginning with 
the Birnes, Tooles, and Cavanaghs on the South; and ſo 
paſſing to the Moores, 0 Conners, and Forals, in the Weſt; 
and ending with the Relies, Mie mahons, 0 Neales, and 6 
Hanlons in the North. He had Power to make them ſeek 
the King's Peace, but not Power to reduce them to the 
Obedience of Subjects: yet this was then held fo great 
and worthy a Service, as that the Lords and chief Gen- 
tlemen of the Pale made Certificate thereof in French 
unto the King being then ip France; which I have ſeen 
recorded in the white Book of the Exchequer at Dublin. 
Howbeit, his Army was fo ill paid and goyern'd, as the 

Engliſh ſuffered more Damage by the Sels of his Soldiers 
„„ . (for 


— 2 
„% ͤ — KB <8 — 
* 
8 * — 


+. 
* 
os 
- 23: 
_ * 
6 
its 
F 
a 
t 
U 
4% 
Wy . 
i 4 f 
$09 
'x, 4 
"rr ; , 
* . # 
, * 
FR 
' . 
1 6 
D 
N 
5 43 
1 
, Fs 4 
? 1 
* 
| 9 
5 "83.2 
\ #3 
3 ; ; 
= 0 , 
1 
29 d : 
4 11 q 
a —_ - 
His 
$234 
N 
4 1 
[| 
L314 
_—_— 
. * 
1 
15 4 S 
- . 71 
+ 34:04 
"YE * .£% 
75 1 
»$ . 
1 tf 
1 . 
3 
2 1 
175 : K 
814 1 
! 
113 
„ , 
+ n 
. 
1-13 IH 
111 £ 
(EET THT 
14 
N 55 21 
r 
434% 
WAN 
Wt q 
958577 
I 
0 * 1 
7 "5388 
> . 
1 
19 
1 11 35 
þ = 
n 
47 - 
1 
- 
11386 
TT 1 
* 

* 4 
4 : 
1 
_ 
EF | 5 
> 14 J 
U . 

14 
+ *- 142 
1 2,8 
* Hf 4 
_ 94 L 
14 . 
3 | 
hf 
1 
. 81 
. 
Wnt | 
. 
es | 
' 
* 
'S 
# * 
5 
% 5 
1 
» 
* 91 
* 
. 
9 % 
= 1 
14 
1 
LEY 1 
4 
2 
o 3 
1 
1 
1 1 


. 
© > 
FT 
ye 
1 g 
3 8 
A 
U 
® * 
= 
1 
: Jl 
$ BS 
4 U 
4 N. 
* bs * 
. — 


26 H forical Relations, &c. 


(for now that Monſter Coigne and Livery, which the Sta- 
tute of Kilkenny had for a time aboliſhed, was riſen again 
from Hell) than they gained Profit or Security, by aba- 
ting the Pride of their Enemies for a time. 
During the Minority of King Hexry the ſixth, and for 
the ſpace of ſeven or eight Years after, the Lieutenants 
and Deputies made only a bordering War upon the 1riſh, 
with ſmall and ſcattered Forces: Howbeit, becauſe there 
came no Treaſure out of England to pay the Soldiers, 
the poor Ergliſh Subjects did bear the Burthen of the Men 
of War in every place; and were thereby ſo weakned 
and impoveriſhed, as the ſtate of things in Jreland ſtood 
very deſperately, | | | | 
 Whereupon the Cardinal of Wincheſter, (who, after 
the Death of Humphry Duke of Gloceſter, did wholly ſway 
the State of England) being deſirous to place the Duke 
of Somerſet in the Regency of France, took occaſion to 
remove Richard Duke of York from that Government, 
and to ſend him into Ireland, pretending that he was a 
moſt able and willing Perſon to perform Service there, 
| becauſe he had a great Inheritance of his own in Ireland; 
namely, the Earldom of Ulſter, and the Lordſhips of 
Connaught and Meath, by deſcent from Lionel Duke of 
Clarence, „„ . (TC Ove 
We do not find that this great Lord came over with 
any numbers of waged Soldiers, but it appeareth upon 
what good terms he took that Government, by the Co- 
venants between the King and him, which are recorded 
and confirmed by Act of Parliament of Ireland, and were 
to this Effect. 
1, That he ſhould be the King's Lieutenant of Ire. 
lana, for ten Years, Es 
2. That to ſupport the Charge of that Country, he 
| ſhould receive all the King's Revenues there, both certain 
and caſual, without Accompt. 5 
3. That he ſhould be ſupplied alſo with Treaſure out 
of England, in this Manner; He ſhould have Four thou- 
ſand Marks for the firſt Year, whereof he ſhould be im- 
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preſted 20001, before-hand; and for the other nine Years 


he ſhould receive 2000 l. per Annum, | 
4. That he might Let to Farm the King's Lands, and 
place and diſplace all Officers at his Pleaſure. e 
5. That he might levy and wage what numbers of 


Men he thought fit. 


6. That he might make a Deputy, and return at his 
Pleaſure. 5 3 

We cannot preſume that this Prince kept any great 
Army on Foot, as well becauſe his Means out of England 


were ſo mean, and thoſe ill paid, as appeareth by his paſ- 


ſionate Letter written to the Earl of Salisbury his Brother- 
in- law; the Copy whereof is regiſtred in the Story of 
this time; as alſo becauſe the whole Land, except the 
EngliſhPale, and ſome part of the Earldom of U!/er, up- 


on the Sea-coaſts, were poſſeſt by the Iriſh : ſo as the 


Revenue of the Kingdom, which he was to receiye, did 


amount to little, He kept the Borders and Marches of the 
Pale with much ado; he held many Parliaments, where. 


in ſundry Laws were made for erecting of Caſtles in Louth, 
Meath, and Kildare, to ſtop the Incurſions of the Iriſhry + 
And becauſe the Soldiers for want of Pay were ſeſſed and 
laid upon the Subjects againſt their Wills; upon the Pray. 
er and Importunity of the Commons, this Extortion was 
declared to be High-Treaſon. But to the end that ſome _ 
Means might be raiſed to nouriſh ſome Forces for defence 
of the Pale, by another Act of Parliament, every twenty 


Pound Land was charged with the Furniſhing and Mainte- 


nance of one Archer on Horſeback. 

Beſides, the native Subjects of Ireland, ſeeing the King- 
dom utterly ruined, did paſs in ſuch Numbers to England, 
as one Law was made in Exglanad, to tranſmit them back 
again, and another Law made here to ſtop their Paſſage 
in eyery Port and Creek : Yet afterwards, the greateſt 
part of the Nobility and Gentry of Meath paſt over into 
England, and were lain with him at Wakefield in Yorke 

ire. N th 2 
of Laſtly, the State of England was fo far from ſending 
an Army to ſubdue the 1ri/þ at this time, as among the 
| . | 3 2 Acticles 
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Articles of Grievances exhibited by the Duke of York a- 
gainſt King Henry the ſixth, this is one, That divers Lords 
about the King had cauſed his Highneſs to write Letters 
unto ſome of his 1riſh Enemies; whereby they were en- 
couraged to attempt the Conqueſt of the faid Land: 
which Letters the ſame 1riſh Enemies had ſent unto the 
Puke, marvelling greatly that ſuch Letters ſhould be ſent 
unto them, and ſpeaking therein great ſhame of the Realm 
of England. | 
After this, when this great Lord was returned into Eng- 
land, and making Claim to the Crown, began the War 
betwixt the two Houſes; it cannot be conceived but that 
the Kingdom fell into a worſe and weaker State. 
When Edward the Fourth was ſettled in the Kingdom 
of England, he made his Brother, George Duke of C!a- 


the Caſtle of Dublin, during the Government of his Fa- 
ther the Duke of Fork ; yet did he never paſs over into 
this Kingdom to govern it in Perſon, though he held the 


by taking Coigne and Livery upon the Country: which 
Extortion grew ſo exceſſive and intolerable as the Lord 
Tiptof?, being Deputy to the Duke of Clarence, was en- 
forced to execute the Law upon the greateft Earl in the 
Kingdom; namely, Deſmond, who loſt his Head at Dro- 
gheda tor this Offence, Howbeit, that the State might 


hood of St. George, erected by Parliament the 14th of 
Edward the Fourth, conſiſting of thirteen of the moſt 


the firſt Foundation were Thomas Earl of Kildare, Sir Row- 


of Dublin; the Viſcount of Gormanſtown, Eaward Plun- 
ker, Seneſchal of Meath, Alexander Plunket, and Barnaby 
| e 3% ne Pon Barne- 


rence, Lieutenant of Ireland : This Prince was born in 


Lieutenancy many Years, But it is manifeſt that King 
Edward the Fourth did not pay any Army in Ireland du- 
ing his Reign; but the Men of War did pay themſelves 


not ſeem utterly to negle& the Defence of the Pale, there 
was a Fraternity of Men at Arms, called, The Brother- 


Noble and Worthy Perſons within the Four ſhires. Of 
land Euſtace, Lord of Port- leſter, and Sir Robert Euſtace 


for the County of Kildare; Robert Lord of Howth, the 
Mayor of Dublin, and Sir Robert Dowaal for the County 


Treaſure out of Exgland. 
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Barnewale, for the County of Meath ; the Mayor of Dro- 
Sheda, Sir Lawrenee Taaffe, and Richard Bellewe, tor the 
County of Louch, Theſe, and their Succeſſors, were to 


meet yearly upon Sr. George's Day; and to chuſe one of 


themſelves to be Captain of that Brotherhood, for the 
next Year to come: which Captain ſhould have at his 


Command 120 Archers on Horſeback, 40 Horſemen, and 


40 Pages, to ſuppreſs Out-laws and Rebels: The Wages 
of every Archer ſhould be fix Pence per diem; and every 
Horſeman five Pence per diem, and four Marks per Au— 
num: And to pay theſe Entertainments, and to maintain 
this new Fraternity, there was granted unto them by the 
fame Act of Parliament, a Subſidy of Poundage out of 
all Merchandizes exported or imported throughout the 
Realm, (Hides, and the Goods of Freemen of Dublin 
and Drogheda only excepted,) Theſe 200 Men were all 
the ſtanding Forces that were then maintained in Ireland : 
and as they were Natives of the Kingdom, fo the King- 
dom itſelf did pay their Wages, without expecting any 
But now the Wars of Lancaſter and York being ended, 
and Henry the ſeventh being in the actual and peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of England , let us fee if this 
King did fend over a competent Army to make a per- 
fect Conqueſt of Irelaud. Aſſuredly, if theſe two Idols 
(or Counterfeits) which were ſet up againſt him in the 
beginning of his Reign, had not found Footing and Fol- 
lowers in this Land, King Heury the ſeventh had ſent 
neither Horſe nor Foot hither, but left the Pale to the 
Guard and Defence of the Fraternity of &. George, which 


ſtood till the tenth Year of his Reign, And therefore, up- 


on the Erection of the firſt Idol, which was Lambert the 
Prieſt's Boy, he tranſmitted no Forces; but ſent over 
Sir Richard Edgecomò, with Commiſſion to take an Oath 
of Allegiance of all the Nobility, Gentry, and Citizens 
of this Kingdom; which Service he perform'd fully, 
and made an exact Return of his Commiſſion to the 
King. And immediately after that the King ſent for all 
the Lords of Parliament of this Realm; who repairing 
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to his Preſence, were firſt in a kingly manner reproved 
by him; for among other Things he told them, that if 
their King were ſtill abſent from them, they would at 


miſs'd them graciouſly, This Courſe of Clemency he 
held at firſt : but after, when Perkin Warbeck, who was 
fet up, and followed chiefly by the Geraldines in Leinſter, 
and Citizens of Cork in Munſter; to ſuppreſs this Coun- 
terfeit, the King ſent over Sir Edward Poynings with an 
Army (as the Hiſtories call it) which did not conſiſt of 


a thouſand Men by the Poll; and yet it brought ſuch 
Terror with it, as all the Adherents of Perkin Warbeck 
were ſcatter'd, and retir'd for Succour into the Iriſh Coun- 
tries; to the Marches whereof he marched with his weak 


forces, but ſoon return'd, and held a Parliament; where- 
in, among many good Laws, one Act was made, That 


no Subject ſhould make any War or Peace within the 
Land, without the fpecial Licence of the King's Lieute- 


nant or Deputy, A manifeſt Argument, that at that time 


gether by Voluntaries, upon their own Head, without a- 
ny Pay or Entertainment, and without any Order or 
Commiſſion from the State, And though the Lords and 
Gentlemen of the Pale, in the 19th Year of this King's 
Reign, join'd the famous Battle of Knockrow in Conaught, 
wherein Mac William, with 4coo of the Iriſh and dege- 


by Warrant from the King, or upon his Charge (as is 


_ expreſſed in the Book of Howrh) but only upon a pri- 


vateQuarrel of the Earl of Kildare : fo looſely were the 


Henry the ſeventh, | 0 | 
In the time of King Henry VIII. the Earl of Smrey, 


Lord Admiral, was made Lieutenant; and though he was the 
Sagas Captain of the Engliſh Nation then living, yet 


rought he with him rather an honourable Guard for 
bis Perſon, than a competent Army to recover Ireland; 
for he had in his Retinue two hundred tall Yeomen of 
the King's Guard. But becauſe he wanted Means to per- 


length crown Apes; but at laſt entertained them, and diſ- 


the bordering Wars in this Kingdom were made alto- 


nerate Ezgliſh were ſlain; yet was not this Journey made 


martial Affairs of Ireland carried during the Reign of King 


form 
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form any great Action, he made Means to return the ſoon- 
er: Vet in the mean time he was not idle, but paſſed 
the ſnort time he ſpent here in holding a Parliament, and 


divers Journies againſt the Rebels in Leinſter; inſomuch 


D 
as he was hurt in his own Perſon upon the Borders of 


Leix, After the Revocation of this honourable Perſo- 
nage, King Henry the Eighth ſent no Forces into Ireland 
till the Rebellion of the Geraldines, which happen'd in 
the ſeven and twentieth Year of his Reign ; then ſent he 


over Sir William Skevington with five hundred Men, on- 


ly to quench that Fire, and not to enlarge the Border, 
or to rectity the Government. This Deputy died in the 
midit of the Service, ſo as the Lord Leonard Gray was 
ſent ro finiſh it; who arriving with a Supply of two 
hundred Men, or thereabouts, did fo profecute the Re- 
bels, as the Lord Garret, their Chieftain, and his five Un- 
cles, ſubmitted themſelyes unto him, and were by him 
tranſmitted into England,  _ is 

But this Service being ended, that active Nobleman with 
his little Army, and ſome Aids of the Pale, did oftentimes 
repel Neal and 6 Donel, attempting the Invaſion of the 


Civil Shires ; and at laſt made that proſperous Fight at 
| Belahoo on the Confines of Meath, the Memory whereof 


is yet famous, as that he defeated (well nigh) all the 
Power of the North, and ſo quieted the Border for ma- 
W „ | | 
Hitherto then it is manifeſt, that ſince the laſt Tranſ- 
fretation of King Richard the ſecond, the Crown of Eng- 
land never ſent over either numbers of Men, or quanti- 
ties of Treaſure, ſufficient to defend the ſmall Territory 
of the Pale, much leſs to reduce that which was loſt, or 
to finiſn the Conqueſt of the whole Iſland. N 
After this Sir Anthony St. Leger was made chief Gover- 
nor, who performed great Service in a civil Courſe, as 
<ſhall” be expreſs'd hereafter, But Sir Edward Bellng- 
ham, who ſucceeded him, proceeded in a martial Courſe 
againſt the 1riſhry, and was the firſt Deputy from the time 
of King Edward the Third, till the Reign of King Ed- 
Vara the ſixth, that extended the Border beyond the Li- 
| | . | SET mits 
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mits of the Engliſh Pale, by beating and breaking the 
M ore and Connors, and building the Forts of Leix and Of- 
Jaly, This Service he performed with ſix hundred Horſe, 
the Monthly Charge whereof did ariſe to ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy Pound; and four hundred Foot, whoſe Pay 
did amount to four hundred and forty fix Pound per men- 
Jem , as appeareth upon the Treaſurers Accompt remain— 


ing in the Office of the King's Remembrancer in Eng- 


tand. Yet were not theſe Countries ſo fully recovered 
by this Deputy, but that Thomas Earl of Suſſex did put 
the laſt Hand to this Work; and rooting out theſe two 


_ rebellious Septs, planted Engliſh Colonies in their Rooms, 


which in all the tumultuous times fince, have kept their 
Habitations, their Loyalty, and Religion. 5 


And now are we come to the time of Queen Elizabeth, 
who ſent over more Men, and ſpent more Treaſure to 


fave and reduce the Land of Ireland, than all her Proge- 
-nitors: fince the Conqueſft. | 


During her Reignthere aroſe three notorious and main 
Rebellions, which drew ſeyeral Armies out of England : 


The firſt of Hane d Neal; the ſecond of Deſmond ; the 
laſt of Iirone; (for the particular Inſurrections of the 


Viſcount Baltinglaſs and Sir Edmund Butler, the Moors, 


the Cavanaghs, the Birnes, and the Buurkes of Conaught, 

were all ſuppreſſed by the ſtanding Forces here.) 
To ſubdue $97ne d Neal in the height of his Rebellion, 

in the Year 1566. Captain Randal tranſported a Regi- 


ment of one thouſand Men into Ulſter, and planted a 
Garriſon at Loughfoile : Before the coming of which Sup— 
ply, Viz, in the Year 1565. the Liſt of the ſtanding Ar- 


my of Horſe and Foot, Engliſh and 1riſh, did not exceed 


the Number of twelve hundred Men, as appeareth by 


the Treaſurers Accompt of Ireland, now remaining in the 


Exchequer of England, With theſe Forces did Sir Hen. 


ry $1dney (then Lord Deputy march into the fartheſt Parts 


of Tirone, and joyning with Captain Randal, did much 


diſtreſs (but not fully defeat) d Neal, who was afterwards 
ain upon a meer Accident by the Scots, and not by the 


III IOC: oe me on of 59 6 eye 06 
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To proſecute the Wars in Munſter, againſt Deſmond. 
and his Adherents, there were tranſmitted out of Enzland, 
at ſeveral times, three or four thouſand Men; which, 
together with the ſtanding Garriſons, and ſome other Sup. 


plies raiſed here, made at one time an Army of fix thou- 


ſand, and upwards : Which, with the Virtue and Valour 
of Arthur Lord Gray, and others the Commanders, did 
prove a ſufficient Power to extinguiſh that Rebellion, But 
that being done, it was never intended that theſe Forces: 


| ſhould ſtand till the reſt of the Kingdom was ſettled and 
reduced: Only, that Army which was brought over by 


the Earl of Ee, Lord Lieutenant and Governor General 
of this Kingdom, in the nine and thirtieth Year of Queen 
Elizabeth, to ſuppreſs the Rebellion of Tirone, which 


Was ſpread univerſally over the whole Realm : That Ar- 


my, I fay (the Command whereof, with the Govern- 
ment of the Realm, was ſhortly after transferred to the 


Command of the Lord Montjoy, afterwards Earl of De— 


vonſhire, who with ſingular Wiſdom, Valour, and In- 
duſtry, did proſecute and finiſn the War) did conſiſt of 


ſuch good Men of War, and of ſuch Numbers, being 


well nigh twenty thouſand by the Poll, and was ſo roy- 


ally ſupplied and paid, and continued in full ſtrength fo 


Jong a time, as that it brake and abſolutely ſubdued all 
the Lords and Chieftains of the 7:/hry, and degenerate 
or rebellious Engliſh, Whereupon the Multitude, who 
ever loved to be Followers of ſuch as could maſter and 
defend them, admiring the Power of the Crown of Eng- 
laud, being bray'd (as it were) in a Morter, with the 
Sword, Famine, and Peſtilence together, ſubmitted them- 
{elves to the Engliſh Government, received the Laws and- 
Magiſtrates ; and moſt gladly embraced the King's Par- 
don and Peace in all parts of the Realm, with Demon- 
{tration of Joy and Comfort ; which made, indeed, . an 
entire, perfect, and final Conqueſt of Ireland, And 
though upon the finiſhing of the War this great Army 
was reduced to leſs Numbers, yet hath his Majefty in his 

Wiſdom thought fit till to maintain ſuch competent For- 


ces here, as the Law may make her Progreſs and Cir- 
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cuit about the Realm, under the Protection of the Sword- 


(as Virgo, the Figure of Juſtice, is by Leo in the Zodiack) 
until the People have perfectly learn'd the Leſſon of O- 


bedience, and the Conqueſt be eſtabliſhed in the Hearts 


of all Men, | 


| Hus far have I endeavoured to make it manifeſt, 

that from the firit Adventure and Attempt of the 
Engliſh (to ſubdue and conquer Ireland) until the laſt 
War with Tirone (which as it was Royally undertaken, fo 


it was really proſecuted to the End) there hath been four 


main Defects in the Carriage of the Martial Affairs here. 
Firſt, the Armies, for the moſt part, were too weak for 


ed, which is always a Conſequent of ill Payment. 


_ - But why was not this great Work performed before 


the latter end of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, conſidering 


that many of the Kings her Progenitors were as great 
Captains as any in the World, and had elſewhere larger 
Dominions and Territories? Firſt, who can tell whe- 


ther the Divine Wiſdom, to abate the Glory of thoſe 
Kings, did not reſerve this Work to be done by a Queen, 


that it might rather appear to be his own immediate 


Work; and yet for her greater Honour, made it the laſt 
of her great Actions, as it were, to crown all the reſt ? 
And to the end that a ſecure Peace might ſettle the Con- 


it to be made in that fulneſs of time when England and 
Scotland became to be united under one Imperial Crown, 


and Amity with all the World. Beſides, the Conqueſt 


at this time doth (perhaps) fulfil that Prophecy wherein 
the four great Prophets of Ireland do concur, as it is re- 


corded by Giralaus Cambrenſis, to this Effect: That afo 
ter the firſt Invaſion of the Exgliſh, they ſhould ſpend 
many Ages in crebris conflitibus, longoq, ce #amine G. 


a Conqueſt : Secondly, when they were of a competent 

Strength (as in both the Journeys of Richard the Second) 

they were too ſoon broken up and diſſolved : Thirdly, 
they were ill paid: And fourthly, they were ill goyern- 


queſt, and make it firm and perpetual to Poſterity, cauſed 


and when the Monarchy of Great Britany was in League 


2 
* 
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multis cedibus. And that, Omnes fere Anglici ab Hiber- 
nia turbabuntur : Nihileminus orientalia maritima ſemper 
obtinebunt; ſed vix paulo ante diem Judicii; plenam An— 
glorum populo victoriam compromittunt ; Inſula Hibernica 
de mari uſque ad mare de toto ſubatta & incaſtellata, If 
St. Patrick and the reſt did not utter this Prophecy, cer- 
tainly Giraldus is a Prophet, who. hath reported it. To 
this we may add the Prophecy of Merlin, ſpoken of alſo. 
by Giraldus, Sextus mania Hiberniæ ſubæyertet, & regio- 


nes in Regnum redigentur. Which is per formed in the- 


time of King James the Sixth; in that all the Paſſes are 
cleared, and Places of Faſtneſs laid open, which are the 


proper Walls and Caſtles of the Iriſh, as they were of the 


Britiſh in the time of Agricola; and withal, the Triſh- 
Countries being reduced into Counties, make but one 


entire and undivided kingdom. = _ 


But to leave theſe high and obſcure Cauſes, the plain» 


and manifeſt truth is, that the Kings of England in all 


Ages had been werful enough to make an abſolute: 
Conqueſt of Ireland, it their whole Power had been 
employed in that Enterprize: But ſtill there aroſe ſun-- 


| dry Occaſions which divided and diverted their Power 


ſome other Way, | e 
Let us therefore take a brief View of the ſeveral 
Impediments which aroſe in every King's time ſince the 
firſt Overture of the Conqueſt, whereby they were ſo 
employed and buſied, as they could not intend the final 
Conqueſt of Ireland. ; 


TIN Henry the Second was no ſooner returned out 
of Ireland, but all his four Sons conſpired with his 
Enemies, roſe in Arms, and moved War againſt him, 
both in France and in England. 5 | 8 
This unnatural Treaſon of his Sons did the King ex- 
preſs in an Emblem painted in his Chamber at Wincheſt- 
er, wherein was an Eagle with three Eaglets tiring on 
her Breaſt, and the fourth pecking at one of her Eyes. 
And the truth is, theſe ungracious Practices of his Sons 
did impeach his Journey to the Holy Land, which he had 


Once 
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once yowed, vexed him all the Days of his Life, and 
brought his gray Hairs with Sorrow to, the Grave, Be- 
ſides, this King having given the Lordſhip of Ireland to 
John, his youngeſt Son, his Ingratitude afterwards made 
the King careleſs to ſettle him in the quiet and abſolute 
Poſſeſſion of that kingdom, Ke 
Richard the Firſt, who ſucceeded Henr)t 
the kingdom of England, had leſs Reaſon d bend his 
Power towards the Conqueſt of this Land, Whi 
given in Perpetuity to the Lord John, his Brother: and 

therefore, went he in Perſon to the Holy War; by which 
Journey, and his Captivity in Auſtria, and the heavy 
Ranſom that he paid for his Liberty, he was hindred, and 

utterly diſabled to purſue any ſo great an Action as the 

Conquelt of heland; and after his delivery and return, 


mandy, where by hard Fortune he loſt his Lite, 
King John, his Brother, had greateſt Reaſon to pro- 


was the portion of his Inheritance, given unto him when 
he was called John Sans-Terre : Therefore, he made 
two Journeys thither ; one, when he was Earl of More- 


Company, Roboam's Counſellors, made him hazard the 
: Loſs of all that his Father had won: But in the latter, he 
ſhewed a Reſolution to recover the entire kingdom, in 
taking the Submiſſions of all the Irihry, and ſettling the 
Eſtates of the Engliſh, and giving Order for the building 
of many Caſtles and Forts, whereof ſome remain until 


defealible Title, ſo as he was never well ſettled in the 
Hearts of the People, which drew him the ſooner back 
out of Ireland into England: Where ſhortly after he fell 
into ſuch trouble and diſtreſs, the Clergy curſing him on 
the other, as he became ſo far unable to return to the 
Conqueſt of Jrelaua, as beſides the Forteiture of the Ter- 

| 5 75 ritories 
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hardly was he able to maintain a Frontier War in Ner- 


ſecute the War of Ireland, becauſe the Lordſhip thereof 


ron, and very young, about twelve Years of Age; the 
other, when he was King, in the twelfth Year of his 
Reign. In the firſt, his own Youth, and his youthful _ 


this day. But he came to the Crown of England by a 


the one fide, and the Barons rebelling againſt him or 
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ritories in France, he did in a manner loſe both the 
kingdoms ; for he ſurrendred both to the Pope, and took 


them back again to hold in Fee-farm ; which brought 
him into ſuch hatred at home, and ſuch contempt a- 
broad, as all his Life-time after, he was poſſeſt rather with 
Fear of loſing his Head, than with Hope of reducing the 
kingdom of J1reland. „ | | 


During the Infancy of Henry the Third, the Barons 
were troubled in expelling the French, whom / they had 


drawn in againſt King John. But this Prince was no 


ſooner come to his Majority, but the Barons raiſed a long 
and cruel War againſt him. 


| Into theſe troubled Waters the Biſhops of Rome did 
caſt their Nets, and drew away all the Wealth of the 


Realm, by their Provifions and infinite Exactions; 
whereby the kingdom was ſo impoveriſhed as the Kin 


was ſcarce able to feed his own Houſhold and Train, 


much leſs to nouriſh Armies for the Conqueſt of Foreign 


| kingdoms. And although he had given this Land to the 
Lord Edward, his eldeſt Son, yet could not that worthy- 
Prince ever find Means or Opportunity to viſit this king- 


dom in Perſon, For, from the time he was able to bear 


Arms, he ſerved continually againſt the Barons, by whom 


he was taken Priſoner at the Battle of Lewes; and when 
the Rebellion was appeaſed, he made a Journey to the 
Holy Land (an Employment which in thoſe days diver- 
ted all Chriſtian Princes from performing any great Acti- 
ons in Europe) from whence he was returned when the 


Crown of England deſcended upon him. 895 
| This King Eaward the Firſt, who was a Prince adorn. 
ed with all Virtues, did in the managing of his Affairs, 
ſhew himſelf a right good Husband, who being Owner 


of a Lordſhip ill husbanded, doth firſt encloſe and manure 
his Demeaſnes near his principal Houſe, before he doth 
improve his Waſtes afar off. Therefore, he began firſt 


to eltabliſh the Common-wealth of Epgland, by making 
many excellent Laws, and inſtituting the Form of Public 
Juſtice, which remaineth to this day, Next, he fully 
tubdued and reduced the Dominion of Vales; then by 


his 
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his Power and Authority he ſettled the kingdom of Scot. 


We 


land; and laſtly, he ſent a Royal Army into Gaſcoigne, 
Actions did take up all the Reign of this Prince, And 


mitted any Forces into Ireland; but on the other ſide, 
we find it recorded, both in the Annals, and in the Pipe-. 
Rolls of this kingdom, that three ſeveral Armies were 
raiſed of the King's Subjects in Ireland, and tranſported. 
one into Scotland, another into Wales, and the third in- 


the ſetting forth of thoſe Armies. | | 
The Son and Succeſſor of this excellent Prince was Ed- 
ward the Second, who, much againſt his Will, ſent one 
| ſmall Army into Ireland; not with a purpoſe to finiſh 
the Conqueſt, but to guard the Perſon of his Minion, 
| Piers Gaveſton, who being baniſhed out of England, was 
made Lieutenant of Ireland, that ſo his Exile might ſeem 
more honourable, | . | | | 
He was no ſooner arrived here, but he made a Jour- 
ney into the Mountains of Dublin, brake and ſubdued the 
Rebels there, built New-Caftle in the Birnes Country, and 
repaired Caſtle- Kevin; and after paſſed up into Muſter 
and Thomond, performing every where great Service, with 
much Virtue and Valour. But the King, who could not 
live without him, revok'd him within leſs than a Year : 


on of the Barons, did not only diſable this King to be a 
Conqueror, but deprived him both of his kingdom and 
lite. And when the Scottiſh Nation had over-run all this 


himſelf King of Ireland) England was not then able to 
ſend either Men or Money to fave this kingdom: On- 
ly Roger de Mortimer, then Juſtice of Ireland, arrived at 
TYoughall, cum 38, milit. ſaith Friar Clinn in his An- 
A . 


to recover the Dutchy of Aguitain. Theſe four great 


therefore, we find not in any Record that this King tranſ- 


to Ga ſcoigne; and that ſeveral Aids were levied here for 


After which time the Invaſion of the Scots, and Rebelli- 


Land under the Conduct of Edward le Bruce (who ſtiled 


But Breming bam, Verdon, Stapleton, and ſome other 5 
private Gentlemen, roſe out with the Commons of Mesh 
and Uriel, and at Fagher near Dundalł, a fatal Place to 

3 eg if 
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the Enemies of the Crown of England, overthrew a 


tent Army of them: Er ſſe (faith the red Book of the 


Exchequer, wherein the Victory was briefly recorded) 
per manus communis populi, & dextram Dei deliberatur 


populus Dei a ſervitute machinata & præcogit ata. 


In the time of King Edward the Third, the Impedi- 


ments of the Conqueſt of Ireland are ſo notorious, as I 


ſhall not need to expreſs them ; to wit, the War which 
the King had with the Realms of Srorland and France: 
but eſpecially the Wars of France, which were almoſt 
continual for the ſpace of forty Years : And indeed, 
France was a fairer Mark to ſhoot at than Ireland, and 
could better reward the Conqueror, Beſides, it was an 
Inheritance newly deſcended upon the King; and there- 
fore he had great Reaſon to bend all his Power, and 
ſpend all his Time and Treaſure in the Recovery there- 
of. And this is the true Cauſe why Edward the Third 


| ſent no Army into Ireland till the thirty fixth Year of his 
Reign, when the Lord Lionel brought over a Regiment 


of 1500 Men, as is before expreſſed : Which that wiſe 


and warlike Prince did not tranſmit as a competent Pow- 


er to make a full Conqueſt, but as an honourable Reti- 
nue for his Son ; and withal, to enable him to recoyer 


| ſome part of his Earldom of Her, which was then over. 


run with the Jriſß. But on the other part, though the 
Engliſh Colonies were much degenerate in this King's 
time, and had loſt a great part of their Poſſeſſions; yet 
lying at the Siege of Callais, he ſent for a Supply of Men 
out of Ireland, which were tranſported under the Con- 
duct of the Earl of Kildare and Fulco de la Freyn, in the 
Year 1347. „ | ET ä 2 
And now are we come again to the time of King 
Richard the Second, who for the firſt ten Years cf his 


Reign was a Minor, and much diſquieted with popular 


Commotions ; and after that, was more troubled with 


the Factions that aroſe between his Minions and the 
Princes of the Blood, But at laſt he took a Reſolution 


to finiſh the Conqueſt of this Realm; and to that end 
he made two Royal Voyages hicher : Upon the firſt he 
; wo | Was 
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was deluded by the feigned Submiſſions of the Tiſh 5 but 
upon the latter, when he was fully bent to proſecute the 
War with Effect, he was diverted and drawn from hence 


by the return of the Duke of Lancaſter into England, and 


the general Defection of the whole Realm. 


As for Henry the Fourth, he being an Intruder upon 


the Crown of England, was hindred from all Foreign Ac- 
tions, by ſundry Conſpiracies and Rebellions at home, 
moved by the Houſe of Northumberland in the North; 


by the Dukes of Surrey and Exeter in the South; and by 


Owen Glendour in Wales, fo as he ſpent his ſhort Reign 
in eſtabliſhing and ſettling himſelf in the quiet Poſſeſſion 


ol England, and had neither Leiſure nor Opportunity 


to undertake the final Conqueſt of Ireland. Much lefs 
could Henry the Fifth perform that Work? For in the ſe— 
cond Year of his Reign he tranſported an Army into 


France, for the Recovery of that kingdom; and drew 
over to the Siege of Harflew the Prior of Kilmaineham 
with 1500 Iriſh; in which great Action this victorious 


Prince ſpent the reſt of his Life. 


And after his Death the two noble Princes, his Brothers, 


the Dukes of Bedford and Gloceſter, who during the Mi- 


nority of King Henry the Sixth had the Government of 
the kingdoms of England and France, did employ all 


their Counſels and Endeavours to perfect the Conqueſt 
of France, the greater part whereof being gained by 
Henry the Fifth, and retained by the Duke of Beaford, 
was again loſt by King Henry the Sixth, a manifeſt Argu- 


ment of his Diſability to finiſh the Conqueſt of this Land, 
But when the Civil War. between the two Houſes was 


kindled, the Kings of England were ſo far from reducing 


all the 7rih-under their Obedience, as they drew out ot 
Ireland, to ſtrengthen their Parties, all the Nobility and 


Gentry deſcended of Engliſh Race ; which gave Oppor- 
tunity to the Iriſpry to invade the Lands of the Eug l/ 


_ Colonies, and did hazard the loſs of the whole kingdom: 
For, though the Duke of York did, while he lived in Ire- 


land, carry himſelf reſpectively towards all the Nobility, 


to win the general Love of all, bearing equal Fayour to 
y i IVE. 955 | | the 
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the Geraldines and the Butlers (as appeared at the Chriſt- 
7 of George Duke of Clarence, who was born in the 
Caſtle of Dublin, where he made both the Earl of XII. 
dare and the Earl of Ormonde his Goſſips:) And having 


Occaſion divers times to paſs into England, he left the 


Sword with Kildare at one time, and with Ormonde at a- 
nother : And when he loſt his Life at Wakefield, there 
were ſlain with him divers of both thoſe Families, Yet 
afterwards, theſe two noble Houſes of Ireland did ſeve- 
rally follow the two Royal Houſes of England; the Ge. 
raldines adhering to the Houſe of Work, and the Butlers 


to the Houſe of Lancaſter, Whereby it came to pals, 


that not only the principal Gentlemen of both thoſe Sir- 
names, but all their Friends and Dependants did paſs i: - | 
to England, leaving their Lands and Poſſeſſions to be o- 
ver- run by the Iriſh, Theſe Impediments, or rather Im- 
poſlibilities of finiſhing the Conqueſt of Ireland did con- 


tinue till the Wars of Lancaſter and York were ended, 


which was about the twelfth Year of King Edward the 
Fourth. 3 | | 


Thus hitherto the Kings of England were hindred from 


finiſhing this Conqueſt by great and apparent Impedi. 
ments: Henry the Second by the Rebellion of his Sons: 


King John, Henry the Third, and Edward, the Second, 


by the Barons Wars: Edward the Firſt by his Wars in 
Wales and Scotland: Edward the Tuird and Henry the 


Filth by the Wars of France: Richard the Second, Hen. 
ry the Fourth, Henry the Sixth, and Edward the Fourth, 
13 domeſtick Contention for the Crown of England it 
. e | 

But the Fire of the Civil War being utterly quenched, 
and King Edward the Fourth ſettled in the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of the Crown of Enzland, what did then hin- 
der that Warlike Prince from reducing of Ireland alſo ? 
Firſt, the whole Realm of England was miſerably waſted, 


depopulated and.impoveriſhed by the late Civil Diſſen- 
tions; yet as ſoon as it had recovered it ſelf with a little 
Peace and Reſt, this King raiſed an Army, and revived 


the Title of France again : Howbeit, this Army was no 
N ſooner 
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ſooner tranſmitted and brought into the Field, but the 


two Kings alſo were brought to an Interview: Where 
upon, partly by the fair and white Promiſes of Lewis 


the Eleventh, and partly by the Corruption of ſome of 
he Engliſh Forces were bro- 

ken and diſmiſſed, and King Edward returned into Eng- 

land ; where ſhortly after finding himſelf deluded and 

abuſed by the French, he died with Melancholy, and Vex- 

ation of Spirit, | | 

I omit to ſpeak of Richard the Uſurper, who never 


got the quiet Poſſeſſion of England, but was caſt out by 


Henry the Seventh within two Years and an half after his 
Uſurpation. | 


And for King Henry the Seventh himſelf, though he 
made that happy Union of the two Houles, yet for more 
than half the ſpace of his Reign there were walking Spi- 
rits of the Houſe of York, as well in Ireland as in Eng- 


land, which he could not conjure down without the Ex- 


pence of ſome Blood and Treaſure : But in his latter 
times he did wholly ſtudy to improve the Reyenues of 


the Crown in both kingdoms, with an Intent to provide 
Means for ſome great Action which he intended: which 
doubtleſs, if he had lived, would rather have proved a 


Journey into France, than into Ireland, becauſe, in the 
Eyes of all Men, it was a fairer Enterprizge. 

Therefore King Henry the Eighth, in the beginning of 
his Reign, made a Voyage Royal into France, wherein 
he ſpent the greateſt part of that Treaſure which his 


In the latter end of his Reign he made the like Journey, 


being enrich'd with the Revenues of the Abby Lands: But 


in the middle time between theſe two Attempts, the great 


| alteration which is made in the State Eccleſiaſtical, cau- 


fed him to ſtand upon his Guard at home; the Pope ha- 


ving ſollicited all the Princes of Chriſtendom to revenge 


his Quarrel in that Behalf, And thus was. King Henry the 


Eighth detained and diverted from the abſolute reducing 
of the kingdom of Ireland. 3 ae rep ran 


Laſtly, 1 


Fa- 
thers had frugally reſerved, perhaps for the like purpoſe: 
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Laſtly, the Infancy of King Edward the Sixth, andthe 


Coverture of Queen Mary, (which are both Non-abilities 


in the Law) did in Fact diſable them to accompliſh the 


? Conqueſt of Ireland. SES, 
| $0 as now this great Work did remain to be perform- 


ed by Queen Elizabeth, who though ſhe was diyerted 
by ſuppreſſing the open Rebellion in the North; by pre- 
venting divers ſecret Conſpiracies againſt her Perſon ; by 
giving Aids to the French and States of the Low Coun- 
tries; by maintaining a Naval War with Spain, for ma- 
ny Years together : 
with Foreign Invaſions upon this Iſland, whereby it was 
in danger to be utterly Joſt, and to be poſſeſſed by the 


Enemies of the Crown of England, did quicken her Ma- 


jeſty's Care for the Preſeryation thereof; and to that end, 
from time to time during her Reign, ſhe ſent over ſuch 


Supplies of Men and Treaſure, as did ſuppreſs the Re- 5 
bels, and 4 6g the Invaders. Howbeit, before the tranſ- 
mitting of tt 


e laſt great Army, the Forces ſent over by 
Queen Elizabeth were not of ſufficient Power to break 


and ſubdue all the Jriſhry, and to reduce and reform the 


whole kingdom; but when the general Defection came, 


which came not without a ſpecial Providence for the fi- 


nal Good of that kingdom (though the ſecond Cauſes 
were the faint Proſecution of the War againſt Tirone, 


the Practices of Prieſts and Jeſuits, and the Fxpectation 


of the Aids from Spain : ) Then the extreme Peril of lo- 
ſing the kingdom ; the Diſhonour and Danger that might 


thereby grow to the Crown of England; together with a 


juſt Diſdain conceived by that great-minded Queen, that 
ſo wicked and ungrateful a Rebel ſhould prevail againſt 
her, who had ever been victorious againſt all her Ene- 
mies, did move, and almoſt enforce her to ſend over 


that mighty Army: And did withal enflame the Hearts 
of the Subjects of England, chearfully to contribute to- 
wards the maintaining thereof, a Mittion of Sterling 


Pounds at leaſt : Which was done with a purpoſe only 


to Save, and not to gain a kingdom; to keep and re. 
tain that Sovereignty Which the Crown of England had 


in 


vet the ſundry Rebellions, joyned 
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in Ireland (ſuch as it was) and not to recover a more ab” 
ſolute Dominion. But, as it falleth out many times, 
that when a Houſe is on fire, the Owner, to \ſave it from 
burning, pulleth it down to the Ground ; but that pulling 
aown doth give Occaſion of building it up again in a ber- 
ter form: So theſe laſt Wars, which to fave the King- 
dom, did utterly break and deſtroy this People, produ- 
ced a better Effect than was at firſt expected: For, eve- 
ry Rebellion, when it is ſuppreſt, doth make the Subject 
weaker and the Prince ſtronger ; ſo, this general Revolt, 
when it was overcome, did produce a general Obedience 


and Reformation of all the Jriſhry, which ever before had 


been diſobedient and unreformed ; and thereupon enſued 
the final and full Conqueſt of Ireland. 

And thus much may ſuffice to be ſpoken touching the 
Defects in the Martial Affairs, and the weak and faint 
Proſecution of the War; and of the ſeveral Impedi- 
ments or Employments, which did hinder or divert every 
King of England ſucceſſively, from reducing Ire/ana to 
their abſolute Su jection. 5 


ment to the Perfection of this Conqueſt. 

The firſt of that kind doth conſiſt in this, Dat the 
Crown of England did not from the beginning give. Laws 
ro the iriſhry ; whereas, to give Laws to a conquered 
People is the principal Mark and Effect of a perfect Con- 
queſt: For, albeit King Henry the Second, beiore his re- 
turn out of Ireland, held a Council or Parliament at L/ 
more, Ubi Leges Augliæ ab omnibus ſunt gratanter recep- 
te, & Juratoria Cautione præſtita confirmate, as Matth. 
Paris writeth, / | 
And though King John in the twelfth Year of his 
Reign, did eſtabliſh the Engliſh Laws and Cuſtoms here, 
and placed Sheriffs and other Miniſters to rule and govern 


the People, according to the Law of England ; And to 
that end, Ip/e duxit ſecum wiros diſeretos & legis peritos, 
quorum communi conſilio ftatuis & præcepit, leges Anglica- 


nas teneri in Hibernia, & c. as we find it recorded among 


It now remaineth, that we ſhew the Defects of the Ci. 
vil Policy and Government, which gave no leis Impedi- 
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che Patent Rolls in the Tower, 11 Hey, 3. mm. 3. Though 
likewiſe King Henry the Third did grant and tranſmit the 


like Charter of Liberties to his Subjects of Ireland, as 
himſelf and his Father had granted to the Subjects of 


; England, as appeareth by another Record in the Tower, 


1 Hen, 3. Pat. m. 13, And afterwards, by a ſpecial 
Writ did command the Lord Juſtice of Ireland, Quod 
convocatis Archiepiſcopis, Epiſcopis, Comitibus, Baronibus, 
ec, Coram eis legi faceret Chartam Regis Johannis; 
quam ipſe legi fecit & jurari a Magnatibus Hibernie, de 
tegibus & Conſtitutionibus Angliæ ob ſervandis, & quod le- 
ges illas teneant & obſerveant, 12 Hen, 3, Clauſ, m. 8. 
And after that again, the ſame King by Letters Patents 
under the Great Seal of England, Fa confirm the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Engliſh Laws made by King John, in 
this Form, Quia pro Communt utilitate terre Hiberniæ, 
ac unitate terrarum, de Communi Conſilio proviſum fit, 
quod omnes leges & conſuetudines que in regno Anglia be- 
nentur, in Hibernia teneantur, & eadem terra ejuſdem le- 
gibus ſub;aceat, ac per eaſaem regatur, fieut Johannes 
Rex, cum illic eſſet, Statuit & firmiter manaavit ; ideo 
volumus quod omnia brevia de Communi ure, quæ cur- 
runt in Anglia, ſimiliter currant in Hibernia, ſub novo fi- 
gillo noſtro, & . Teſte meipſo apud Woodſtock, & . Which 
Confirmation is found among the Patent Rolls in the 
Tower, Anno 30, Hen, 3, Notwithſtanding, it is evi- 
sent by all the Records of this Kingdom, that only the 
Engliſh Colonies, and ſome few Septs of the 1rifhry, 
which were Enfranchiſed by ſpecial Charters, were 20. 


mitted to the Benefit and Protection of the Laws of 


Exgland; and that the Jriſh generally were reputed Aliens, 
or rather Enemies to the Crown of England ; inſomuch 
as they were not only diſabled to bring any Actions, but 
they were ſo far out of the Protection of the Law, as it 
was often adjudged no Felony to kill a meer 1riſh Man in 
the time ot Peace. . | 
That the meer ri were reputed Aliens, appeareth 
by ſundry Records, wherein Judgment is demanded, it 
they ſhall be anſwered in Actions brought by them : 


And 


* 


ren 
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and likewiſe by the Charters of Denization, which in all 
Ages were purchaſed by them, | 
In the Common Plea Rolls of 28 Edward the Third, 
(which are yet preſerved in Bremingham's Tower) this 
Caſe is adjudged. Simon Neal brought an Action of 
Treſpaſs againſt William Newlagh, for breaking his Cloſe 
in Clandalkin in the County of Dublin; the Defendant 
doth plead, that the Plaintiff is Hibernicus, & non de quin- 
que ſanguinibus ; and demandeth Judgment, if he ſhall be 
anſwered, The Plaintiff replieth, Quod ipſe eft de quin- 
que ſanguinibus, vix. De les Oneiles de Ulton, qui per Con- 
ceſſionem progenitorum Domini Regis; Libertatibus Anglicis 
gaudere debent & utuntur, & pro liberis hominibus repu- 
tantur. The Defendant rejoyneth, that the Plaintiff is 
not of the Gneals of Ulſter, Nec de quinque ſanguinibus. 
And thereupon they are at Iſſue, Which being found 
for the Plaintiff, he had Judgment to recover his Dama- 
ges againſt the Defendant, By this Record it appeareth, 


that five principal Bloods, or Septs, of the 1riſhry, were 


by ſpecial Grace enfranchiſed and enabled to take Benefit 
of the Laws of England; and that the Nation of O Neals 


in Ulſer, was one of the five, And in the like Caſe, 3 
of Edward the ſecond, among the Plea-Rolls in Breming- 


hams's Tower: All the five Septs or Bloods, Qui gaude- 
ant lege Anglicana quoad brevia portenda, are expreſs'd; 
namely, Oneil de Ultonia; O Molaghlin de Minia ; 0 
Connog hor de Connacia; O Brin de Thotmonia ; & Mac 
Murrogh de Lagenia : And yet 1 find, that O Neal him- 


ſelf long after, viz. in 20 Edward the Fourth, upon his 


Marriage with a Daughter of the Houſe of Kildare, (to 


ſatisfie the Friends of the Lady) was made Denizen by 


a a ſpecial Act of Parliament, 20 Edw. 4. C. 8. 
Again, in the 29th of Edu. 1. before the Juſtices in 
Eyre at Drogheda, Thomas le Botteler brought an Action 


of Detinue againſt Robert de Almain for certain Goods. 
The Defendant pleadeth, Quod non tenetur ei inde reſpon. 


dere, eo quod eſt Hibernicus, & non de libero ſanguine, Et 
prædictus Thomas dicit, quod Anglicus eſt, & hoc petit 
| 33 | A. quod 
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quod inquiratur per patriam, Ideo fiat inde jurat, & e. Ju- 


rat, dicunt ſuper Sacrament” ſuum, quod preditF Thomas 
Ang licus eſt, ideo conſideratum eſt quod recuperet, c. 
Theſe two Records among many other, do ſufficient- 
ly ſhew, that the 7riſþ were diſabled to bring any Actions 
at the Common Law. Touching their Denizations, they 


were common in every King's Reign, ſince Henry the 


ſecond, and were never out of uſe, till his Majeſty that 
now is, came to the Crown, ; 
Among the Pleas of the Crown of 4 Edw. 2. we find 


a Confirmation made by Edward the firſt, of a Charter 


of Denization granted by Henry the ſecond, to certain 


' Ooſtmen, or Eaſterlings, who were Inhabitants of Water- 


ford long before Henry the Second attempted the Con- 
queſt of Ireland, Edwardus Dei gratia, & cc. Juſtitiario 
foo Hibernie ſalutem: Quia per inſpectionem Charte Dom, 


. 


Hen, Reg. filii imperatricis quondam Dom, Hiberniæ pro- 


avi noſtri nobis conſtat, quod Oftmanni ae Waterford legem 


Anglicorum in Hibernia habere, & ſecundum ipſam legem 
Judicari & deduci debent : vobis mandamus quod Gilli- 
criſt Mac Gillimurrii, Willielmum & Yohannem Mac Gil. 
murrii & alios Oſtmannos de Civitate & Comitatu Water. 
ford, qui de præaictis Oſtmannis prædict. Dom, Henr, pro- 
avi noſtri originem duxerunt, legem Anglicorum in partibus 
zllis juxta tenorem Charia prædict. habere, & eos ſecun- 
dum ipſam legem ( quantum in nobis eſt, deduci faciatis) 
donec aliud de Conſilio noſtro inde duxerimus ordinand. In 
cujus rei, & c. Teſte meipſo apud Acton Burnell, 15 Octobris, 
Anno Regni noſtri undecimo. i | 
Again, among the Patent Rolls of 1 Edward the Fourth, 


remaining in the Chancery here, we find a Patent of De- 


nization granted the 13th of Edward the firſt, in theſe 

Words, Edwardus Dei gratia, Rex Angliz, Dom. Hiber- 

niæ, Dux Aquitaniæ, Cc. Omnibus Ballivis & fidelibus 
ſuis in Hibernia , Salutem: Volentes Chriſtophero filio Do- 

naldi Hibernico gratiam ſpecialem, concidimus pro 

nobis & heredibus noſtyis, quod idem Chriſtopherus hanc ha- 

beat libertatem, (vix.) Nod ipſe de cætero in Hibernia 

utatur legibus Angljcanis, & prohibemus ne quiſquam con- 

| ira 


48 


dibus ſuis in perpetuum, & c. 
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tra hanc conceſſionem noſtram dictum Chriſtopherum vexet 
in aliquo vel perturbet, In cujus rei Teſtimonium, & c. Teſ- 
ze meipſo apud Weſtm, 27. die Junii, Anno Regni noſtri, 
13. | | 

In the ſame Roll we find another Charter of Deniza- 


tion, ones in the firſt of Edward the Fourth, in a 
more 
Omnibus Ballivis, Me. Salutem, Sciatis quod nos volen- 


arge and beneficial Form, Edu. Dei Gratia, &c. 


tes Willielmum O Bolgir capellanum de Hihernica natione 


exiſtentem, favore proſequi gratioſo, de gratia noſtra ſpeci- 


ali, & Conceſſimus eidem Willielmo, quod ipſe liberi ſit 
Status, & libere conditionis, & ab omm ſervitute Hiber- 
mica liber & quietus, & quod ipſe legibus Anglicanis in om- 
nibus & per omnia uti poſſit & gaudere, eodem modo, quo 


homines Anglici infra dictam terram eas habent, & iis gau- 


dent & utuntur, quodque ipſe reſpondeat, & reſpondeatur, 


in quibuſcumque Curiis noſtris; ac omnimod. terras, tene- 
menta, redditus, &. ſerwitia perquirere poſſit fbi & hære- 

If I ſhould collect out of the Records, all the Char- 
ters of this kind, 1 ſhould make a Volume thereof; but 
theſe may ſuffice to ſhew, that the meer Jriſh were not 


reputed free Subjects; nor admitted to the benefit of 


the Laws of England, until they had purchaſed Charters 
of Denization, _ 5. 

Laſtly, the meer Iriſh were not only accounted Aliens, 
but Enemies; and altogether out of the Protection of the 


Law; ſo as it was no Capital Offence to kill them; and 


this is manifeſt by many Records, At a Goal-delivery at 
Waterford, before John Wogan, Lord Juſtice of Ireland, 
the Fourth of Edward the ſecond, we find it recorded 
among the Pleas of the Crown of that Year, od Ro- 


bertus le Wayleys rectatus de morte Johannis flii Juor Mac 
_ Gillemory felonice per ipſum interfecti, &c. Venit & bene 
cegnowvit quod prædictum Johannem interfecit; dicit tamen 


quod per ejus interfectionem feloniam committere non potuit, 
quia dicit, quod prædictus Johannes fuit purus Hibernicus, 


non de libero ſanguine, &. Et cum Dominus dicti Jo- 
Hannis (cujus Hibernicus idem Johannes fuit) die quo inter- 


fedtus 
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f fectus fuit, ſolutionem pro ipſo Johanne Hibernico ſuo fic in. 


ter fecto petere voluerit, ipſe Robertus paratus erat ad re- 


ſpondend' de ſolutione prædict. prout Juſtitia ſuadebit. Ee 
ſuper hoc venit quiaam Johannes le Poer, & dicit pro Do- 


mino Rege, quod prædict. Johannes filius Juor Mac Gillemo- 


yy, & anteceſſores ſui de cognomine prædict. a tempore quo 


Dominus Henricus filius imperatricis, quondam Dominus 
Hiberniæ, Tritavus Domini regis nunc, fuit in Hiber nia, 
legem Anglicorum in Hibernia uſque ad hunc diem habere, 
& ſecundum ipſam legem judicari & deduci debent, And 
ſo pleaded the Charter of Denization granted to the Ooſf- 
nen recited before; all which appeareth at large in the 
ſaid Record: Wherein we may note, that the killing of 

an Iriſhman was not puniſhed by our Law as Manſlaugh- 
ter, Which is Felony, and Capital, (for our Law did 


neither protect his Life, nor revenge his Death) but by 


a Fine or pecuniaryPuniſhment, which is called an Erick, 
according to the Brehon, or Iriſh-Law.. | 

Again, at a Goal-delivery, before the ſame Lord Ju- 
{tice at Limerick, in the Roll of the ſame Year, we find 


that Willielmas filius Rogeri rogatus de morte Rogeri de 
Canteton felonice per ipſum interfefi, venit & dicit; quod 


feloniam per interfefionem prædictam committere non po- 
tuit, quia dicit quod prædict. Rogerus Hibernic, eſt, G 
non de libero ſanguine ; dicit etiam quod prædict. Rogerus 


Fuit de Cognomine de Ohederiſcal & non de Cognomine de 


Cantetons, & de hoc ponit ſe ſuper patriam, & c. Et Ju- 
rati dicunt ſuper Sacram, ſuum, quod prædictus Rogerus 
Hibernicus fuit & de cognomine de Ohederiſcal & pro Hi- 
bernico habebatur tota vita ſua : ideo prædict. Willielmus 
quoad feloniam prædict. quietus. Sed quia prædictus Ro- 


gerus Ohederiſcal fuit Hibernicus Domini Regis, prædict. 


IWillielmus recommittatur Goalæ, quouſque plegios, invenerit 


de quinque marcis ſolvenais Domino Regi pro ſolutione præ- 


dicti Hibernici. | 
But on the other ſide, if the Jury had found, that the 


Party flain had been of Exgliſh Race and Nation, it had 
been adjudg'd Felony; as appeareth by a Record of 29th 
of Edward the Firſt, in the 


Coram 


Crown-Oftice here. 


C jy 
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Waltero Lenfant & ſociis ſuis Juſtitiariis itinerantibus 4. 
pud Drogheda in Comitatu Louth, Johannes Laurens indic- 
tat. de morte Galfridi Donedal venit & non dedicit mor- 
tem predifiam : ſed dicit quod prædict. Galfridus fuit Hi. 
bernicus, & non de libero ſanguine, & de bono & malo po- 
nit ſe ſuper patriam, & c. Et jurat. dicunt ſuper Sacram. 
ſuum, quod prædict. Galfiiaus Anglicus fuit, & ideo præ- 
dict. Johannes culpabilis eſt de morte Galfridi prædict. ideo 
ſuſpend. Catalla 13 8. unde Hugo de Clinton Ficecom, re- 
ſpondet. 

Hence it is, that in all the Parliament Rolls which are 


extant from the Fortieth Year of Edward the third, when 
the Statutes of Kilkenny were enacted, till the Reign of 


King Henry the Eighth, we find the degenerate and diſo- 
bedient Engliſh called Rebels; but the [rip which were 


not in the King's Peace, are called Enemies. Statute 
"Kilkenny, e. 1. 10, 11. 11 Hen. 4. e. 24. 10 Hen. 6. e. 
1. 18. 18 Hen. 6. c. 4. 5 Eduard 4. e. 6. 10 Hen. 7. 


c. 17, All theſe Statutes ſpeak of Engliſh Rebels, and 


Iriſh Enemies; as if the Jriſh had never been in Condition 


of Subjects, but always out of the Protection of the Law; 
and were indeed in worſe caſe than Aliens of any foreign 


Realm that was in Amity with the Crown of England. 


For, by divers heavy Penal Laws, the Engliſh were for- 
| bidden to Marry, to Foſter, to make Goſſips with the 
| Jriſh , or to have any Trade or Commerce in their Mar- 
kets or Fairs; nay, there was a Law made no longer 
ſince than the 28th Year of Henry the Eighth, that the 


Englija ſhould not marry with any Perſon of Iriſh Blood, 


tho' he had gotten a Charter of Denization, unleſs he had 
done both Homage and Fealty to the King in the Chan- 
cery, and were alſo bound by Recognizance with Sureties 
to continue a loyal Subject. Whereby it is manifeſt, that 
ſach as had the Goyernment of Ireland under the Crown 
of England, did intend to make a perpetual Separation 
and Enmity between the Engliſh and the jriſh; pretend- 
ing (no doubt) that the Erglih ſhould in the end root 
out the ih; which the Engliſh not being able to do, 


did cauſe a perpetual War between the Nations; which 
| continued _ 


reties 
t, that 
d rown 


ration 
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continued Four hundred and odd Years, and would have 
| laſted to the World's End; if in the end of Queen Eliza- 
| beth's Reign, the 1riſpþry had not been broken and con- 
quer'd by the Sword: And ſince the beginning of bis 
Najeſty's Reign, had not been protected and governed 


which 


tinued 


doth appear, as well by the Charters of Denization pur- 


Upon which Petition, the King directed a ſpecial Writ to 


Chartas alienas a nobis impetrare: nos igitur Certiorari 


proximo Parliamento noſtro ibidem tenendo ſuper hoc cum 


their Submiſſions made to King Richard the Second, 
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by the Law. 

But perhaps, the Jriſhry in former times did wilfully re. 
fuſe to be ſubje& to the Laws of England, and would 
not be Partakers of the benefit thereof, though the Crown 
of England did deſire; and therefore, they were reputed 
Aliens, Out-Laws, and Enemies, Aſſuredly, the contrary 


chaſed by the 7-i in all Ages, as by a Petition preferr'd 
by them to the King, Anno 2. Edward the third; deſi- 
ring that an Act might paſs in Ireland, whereby all the 
Triſhry might be enabled to uſe and enjoy the Laws of 
England, without purchaſing of particular Denizations : 


the Lord Juſtice; which is found amongſt the Cloſe-Rolls 
in the Tower of London, in this form: Rex dilecto G 
fdeli ſuo Johanni Darcile Mepieu Juſtic. ſuo Hiberniæ, Sa- 
lutem, Ex parte quorunaam hominum de Hibernia nobis 
extitit ſupplicatum, ut per Statutum inde facien lum conce- 
dere velimus, quod omnes Hibernici qui voluerint, legibus 
utatur Anglicanis: ita quod neceſſe non habeant ſuper hoc 


wolentes ſi ſine alieno præjudicio præmiſis annuere valeamus, 
wobis mandamus quod voluntatem magnatum terre illius in 


diligentia per ſcrutari facias : & de eo quod inde invene- 
ritis una cum Conſilio & ad viſamento nobis certificetis, &c, 
W hereby I collect, that the great Lords of Ireland had 
informed the King that the Jriſur) might not be Natu- 
ralized, without damage and prejudice either to themſelves, 
or to the Crown, „„ 

But I am well aſſured, that the lriſhry did deſire to 
be admitted to the benefit of the Law, not only in this 
Petition exhibited to King Edward the Third ; but by all 
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and to the Lord Thomas of Lancaſter before the Wars 
of the Two Houſes; and afterwards to the Lord Leonard 
Grey, and Sir Anthon) Saint. Leger, when King Henry the 
Eighth began to reform this Kingdom. In particular, 
the Birns of the Mountains, in 34th of Henry the Eighth, 
deſire that their Country might be made Shire-ground, 
and called the County of Wicklow : And in the 23d of 
Henry the Eighth, O Donnel doth covenant with Sir Wil- 
liam Skeffington, Quod ſi Dominus Rex velit reformare Hi- 
berniam, (whereof it ſhould ſeem he made ſome doubt) 
that he and his People would gladly be governed by 
the Laws of England. Only that ungrateful Traytor 
Tirone, tho' he had no colour or ſhadow of Title to that 


great Lordſhip, but only by Grant from the Crown, and 


by the Law of England (for by the Iriſh Law he had 
been ranked with the meaneſt of his Sept) yet in one 
of his Capitulations with the State, he required that no 


Sheriff might have Juriſdiction with Tirone, and conſe. 


quently that the Laws of England might not be executed 
there: Which Requeſt, was never before made by O 
Neale, or any other Lord of the Jriſury, when they ſub- 
mitted themſelves; but contrarywiſe they were humble 
Suitors to have the Benefit and Protection of the Eug- 
liſh Laws. pet = 
This then I note as a great defect in the civil Polic 

of this Kingdom, in that for the ſpace of Three Hun- 
dred and Fifty Years at leaſt after the Conqueſt firſt 


attempted, the Engliſh Laws were not communicated to 
the lriſh, nor the Benefit and Protection thereof allow'd 


unto them, though they earneſtly deſir'd and ſought the 
ſame. For, as long as they were out of the Protection 
of the Law; ſo as every Eugliſuman might oppreſs, 
ſpoil, and kill them without Controulment, how was it 
poſſible they ſhould be other than Out-laws and Ene- 
mies to the Crown of England? It the King would 


they learn to acknowledge and obey him as their So- 
vereign? When they might not converſe or commerce 
with any civil Men, nor enter into any Town or City 
| 5 F without 
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without peril of their Lives; whither ſhould they fly but : 


into the Woods and Mountains, and there live in a wild 


and barbarous manner? If the Exgliſh Magiſtrates would 
not rule them by the Law which doth puniſh Treaſon, 
and Murder, and Theft, with Death; but leave them to 


be ruled by their own Lords and Laws, why ſhould they 
not embrace their own Brehon Law, which puniſheth no 
Offence but with a Fine or Erick? If the Iriſh be not 
permitted to purchaſe Eſtates of Freeholds or Inheritance, 
which might deſcend to their Children, according to the 
courſe of our Common Law, muſt they not continue 
their Cuſtom of Tani//rie, which makes all their Poſſeth- 
ons uncertain, and brings Confuſion, Babariſm, and In- 
civility? In a Word, if the Engliſh would neither in 
Peace govern them by the Law, nor could in War root 
them out by the Sword; muſt they not needs be Pricks in 
their Eyes, and Thorns in their Sides, till the World's 
End ? and ſo the Conqueſt never be brought to Per- 


tection, | 


But on the other ſide ; if from the beginning the Laws 
of England had been eſtabliſhed, and the Brehon or Iriſh 
{aw utterly aboliſhed, as well in the Triſh Countries, as 
the Engliſh Colonies : If there had been no difference 
made between the Nations in point of Juſtice and Pro— 
tection, but all had been governed by one equal, jult, 
and honourable Law, as Dido ſpeaketh in Firgil ; Tos, 
Tyriuſve mihi nullo diſcrimine habetur. If upon the firſt 
Submiſſion made by the Jriſi Lords to King Henry the 
Second; Quem in Regem & Dominum veceperunt, ſaith 
Matih. Paris; or upon the ſecond Submiſſion made to 
King John, when, Pluſquam viginti Reguli maximo tis 
more perterriti homagium ei & fidelicatem fecerunt, as the 
ſame Author writeth; or upon the third general Sub- 
miſſion made to King Richard the ſecond; when they 
did not only do Homage and Fealty, but bound them- 
ſelves by Indentures and Oaths (as is before expreſſed) 
to become and continue loyal Subjects to the Crown of- 

England: If any of theſe three Kings, who came each 
of them twice in Perſon into this Kingdom, had upon 
| C-3 | theſe 
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theſe Submiſſions of the Jriſhry, received them all, both 


vided their ſeveral Countries into Counties; made She- 
riffs, Coroners, and Wardens of the Peace therein : 
ſent Juſtices itinerants half yearly into every part of the 


determine Cauſes between Party and Party, according 
to the. Courſe of the Laws of England, taken Surrenders 
of their Lands and Territories, and granted Eſtates un- 
to them, to hold by Engliſh Tenures; granted them Mar- 
keis, Fairs, and other Franchiſes, and erected corporate 


Towns among them; (all which hath been performed 


Countries had long ſince been reformed and reduced to 
Peace, Plenty, and Civility, which are the Effects of 
Laws and good Government: they had builded Houſes, 
planted Orchards, and Gardens, erected Townſhips, and 


perfect Union betwixt the two Nations, and conſequently, 
a perfect Conqueſt of 7reland, For the Conqueſt is ne- 
yer perfect till the War be at an End, and the War is 
not at an end till there be Peace and Unity; and there 
can never be Unity and Concord in any one Kingdom, 
but where there is put one King, one Allegiance, and 
One Law. . | | | 

True it is, that King 70% made twelve Shires in Lein- 
er and Munſter: namely, Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Uri- 
el, Gatherlogh, Kilkenny, Wexford, Waterford, Cork, Li- 
merick, Kerry, and Zipperary : Yet theſe Counties did 


did extend. In them only were the Engliſh Laws pub- 
liſhed and put in Execution ; and in them only did the 
:tinecant Judges make their Circuits and Viſitations of Ju- 
ſlice, and not in the Countries poſſeſſed by the n 
which contained two third parts of the Kingdom at 
leaſt, And therefore King Edward the Firſt, before the 


mit the Statutes of England in this Form: Dominus Rex 
mandavii Breve ſuum in hæc verba: Edwardus Dei gra- 


Lords and Tenants, into their immediate Protection, di- 


Kingdom, as well to puniſh Malefactors, as to hear and 


ſince his Majeſty came to the Crown) aſſuredly the Jriſh 


made Proviſion for their Poſterities; there had been a 


Kreich no farther than the Lands of the Engliſh Colonies 


Court of Parliament was eſtabliſhed in jreland, did tranſ- 


tia, 


lis Articulis ſuis obſerwari firmiter faciatis, 
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tia, Rex Anglia, Dominus Hiberniæ, &c. Cancellario ſuo 
Hiberniæ, Salutem, Quædam ſtatuta per nos de aſſenſu 


Prælatorum, Comitum, Baronum & Communitat. regni noſ- 
tri nuper apud. Lincolne, & quædam alia ſtatuta poſi modum 


apud Eborum acta, que in dicta terra noſtra Hiberniæ an 
Communem utilitatem populi noſtri ejuſdem terre obſervari 
volumus, vobis mittimus ſub ſigillo noſtro, mandantes quod 
Patuta illa indifa Cancellatia noſtra Cuſtoderi, ac in rotu- 
lis ejuſdem Cancellariæ irrotulari, & ad ſingulas placeas 
noſtras in terra noſtra Hiberniæ, & ſingulos Comitatus ejuſ- 
dem terre mitti faciatis miniſtris noſtris placearum illarum, 
O Vicecomitibus Aiqtorum Comitatum : mandantes, quod 
ſtatuta illa coram ipſis publicari & ea in omnibus in ſingu- 
Teſte meipſo 


apud Nottingham c. By which Writ, and by all the 


Pipe-Rolls of that time it is manifeſt, that the Laws of 


England were publiſhed and put in Execution only in the 
Counties, which were then made and limited, and not 
in the 1r:4 Countries, which were neglected and left wild; 
and have but of late Years been divided into one and twen- 
ty Counties more, 5 

Again, true it is that by the Statute of Kilkenny, enac- 
ted in this Kingdom, in the Fortieth Year of King EA- 
Ward the Third, the Brehon Law was condemned and a- 
boliſned, and the Uſe and Practice thereof made High. 
Treaſon. But this Law extended to the Exgliſh only, 


and not to the Iriſh: For the Lay is penned in this form: 


Item, Foraſmuch as the diverſity of Government by divers 
Laus in one Land, doth make diverſity of Liegeance and 
Debates between the People, It is accorded and eſtabliſhed, 
that hereafier no Engliſhman have debate with another 
Engliſnman, but according to the courſe of the Common 
Law; aud that no Engliſhman be ruled in the definition 
of tieir Debates, by the March-Law, or the Brehon Law, 
which by reaſon ought not to be named a Law, but an e- 
wil Cuſtom; but that they be ruled as right is, by the Com- 
mon Law of the Land, as the Lieges of our Sovereign Lord 
the King ; And if any do to the contrary, and thereof 
be attainted, that he be taken and impriſoned, and Judge 
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ed as a Traytor: And that hereafter there be no diverſity 


Engliſh born in England; but that all be called and re- 
puted Engliſh, and the Lieges of our Sovereign Lord the 
King, &c. This Law was made only to reform the de- 
generate Eugliſh, but there was no care taken for the Re- 
formation of the meer Jriſh; no Ordinance, no Provi- 
ſion made for the aboliſhing of their barbarous Cuſtoms 
and Manners, Inſomuch as the Law then made for Ap- 
Pare], and riding in Saddles, after the Exgliſh Faſhion, is 
penal only to Engliſh Men, and not to the Iriſh, But the 
Roman State, which conquered ſo many Nations both 
barbarous and civil; and therefore knew by Experience, 
the beſt and readieſt way of making a perfect and abſo- 
Jute Conquelt, refuſed not to communicate their Laws 
to the rude aud barbarous People whom they had con- 
quered; neither did they put them out of their Protection 
after they had once ſubmitted themſelves: But contrary- 
wiſe, it is ſaid of Julius Ceſar: Qua, vicit, victos prote- 
git, ille manu, And again, of another Emperor: 


Feciſſi patriam diwerſis gentibus unam, 
Frofuit invitis te dominante capi; 
Dumque offers vidiis proprii conſortia juris, 

Urbem feciſti, quod prius orbis erat. 


And of Rome itſelf ; 


Hee ef, in gremium victos que ſolà recepit, 

Humanumque genus communi nomine fovit, 
Matris, non dominæ, iitu; Civeſqaue voca wit, 
Quos domuit, e . pio longinquà rewvinxit. 


perfect Conqueſt of our Anceſtors, the ancient Britains; 
they were (ſaith he) rude and diſperſed; and therefore 
prone upon every Occaſion to make War, but to induce 

them by pleaſure to Quietneſs and Reſt, he ae 
| | 5 | them 


of Ligeance between the Engliſh born in Ireland and the 


Therefore (as Tacitus writeth) Julius Agricola, the 
Roman General in Britany, uſed this Policy to make a 


ty 


he 


e- 


he 


de- 


Ne- 
vi- 
ms 


\p- 


> 


the 
oth 
ce, 
ſo- 
WS 
on- 
ion 


Iy- 


018 


the 


ke a 


ins ʒ 
fore 
duce 
ted 
hem 


Hiſtorical Relations, &e. 77 


them in private, and gave them helps in common, to 
build Temples, Houſes, and places of publick Reſort. 
The Noblemen's Sons he took and inſtructed in the li- 
beral Sciences, &. preferring the Wits of the Britains 
before the Students of France; as being now curious to 
attain the Eloquence of the Roman Language, whereas 
they lately rejected that Speech. After that, the Roman 
Attire grew to be in account, and the Gown to be in 
uſe among them; and ſo by little and little they pro- 
ceeded to Curioſity and Delicacies in Buildings and Fur- 


niture of Houſhold; in Bathes, and exquiſite Banquets 


and fo being come to the heighth of Civility, they were 


thereby brought to an abſolute Subjection. 
Likewiſe our Norman Conqueror, though he oppreſſed” 


the Engliſh Nobility very ſore, and gave away to his 
Servitors the Lands and Poſſeſſions of ſuch as did op- 


poſe his firſt Invaſion, though he cauſed all his Acts of 
Council to be publiſhed in French; and ſome legal Pro- 
ceedings and Pleadings to be framed and uſed in the 

fame Tongue, as a Mark and Badge of a Conqueſt; yet 


J 


he governed All, both Enghiſh and Normans, by one and 
the fame Law; which was the anctent and common Lay 


of Enzland, long before the Conqueſt. Neither did he 


deny any Engliſhman (that ſubmitted himſelf unto: him) 


tie Benefit of that Law, though it were againſt a Norman 


ot the beſt Rank, and in greateſt Favour, as appeared 


in the notable Controverſy between Warren the Norman, 


and Sherburne of Herburne Caſtle in Norfolk, for the Con- 
queror had given that Caſtle to Warren; yet when the In- 
heritors thereof had alledged before the King, that he 


never bear Arms againſt him; that he was his Subject, 


as well as the other, and that he did inherit and hold 


his Lands, by the rules of that Law, which the King had 
eſtabliſned among all his Subjects; the King gave Judg- 
ment againſt Warren, and commanded that Sherbuing 
ſhould hold his land in Peace, By this means, he ob. 
tained a peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom within few 
| Years; whereas, if he had caſt all the Egliſh out of his 

Protection, and held them as Aliens and Enemies to the 
| . 8 Crown, 
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Crown, the Normans (perhaps) might have ſpent as 
much Time in the Conqueſt of England, as the Engliſh 
have ſpent in the Conqueſt of Ireland. 

The like prudent Courſe hath been obſeryed in redu- 
cing of Wales; which was performed partly by King Ea- 
ward the Firſt, and altogether finiſhed by King Henry the 
Eighth, For we find by the Statute of Rutland, made 
the 12th of Edward the Firſt, when the Welſhmen had 
| ſubmitted themſelves, De alto & Baſſo, to that King, he 

did not reject and caſt them off, as Out-laws and Ene- 
mies, but cauſed their Laws and Cuſtoms to be examin- 
ed, which were in many Points agreeable to the 7riſh or 
Brehon Law. Quibus diligenter auditis & plenius intel- 
lectis, quaſdam illarum (ſaich the King in that Ordinance) 
Confil:o procerum delevimus; quaſdam perniſimus; quaſ- 
Ram correximus; ac etiam quaſdam alias adjiciendas & 
Faciend. decrevimus; and fo eſtabliſhed a Common- 
wealth among them, according to the Form of the Eng- 
ih Government, After this, by reaſon of the ſundry 
Inuſuprections of the Barons; the Wars in France, and the 
Diſſention between the Houtes of York and Lancaſter, the 
State of England neglected or omitted the Execution of 
this Statute of Rutland; io as a great part of Wales grew 
wild and barbarous again, And therefore King Henry 
the Eighth, by the Statutes of 27 and 32 of his Reign, did 
revive and re-continue that noble Work begun by King 
Exward the Firſt, and brought it indeed to full Perfec- 
tion; for he united the Dominion of Wales to the Crown 
of Enzland, and divided it into Shires, and erected in e- 
very Shire, one Borough, as in England , and enabled 
them to ſend Knights and Burgeſſes to the Parliament; 
_ eſtabliſhed a Court of Preſidency, and ordained that Juſtices 
of Aſſize and Goal-delivery, ſhould make their Half-y ear 
Circuits there, as in England ; made all the Laws and Statutes 
of England, in Force there; and among other Welſh Cu- 
ſtoms, aboliſhed that of Gavel- kind; whereby the Heirs- 
Females were utterly excluded, and the Baſtards did inhe- 
rit, as well as the Legitimate, which is the very 1r#/h Ca- 
wvel-kind, By Means whereof that entire Country in a 
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ſhort time was ſecurely ſettled in Peace and Obedience, 


and hath attained to that Civility of Manners, and Plenty 


of all Things, as now we find it not inferior to the beſt 
Parts of England. 3 
I will therefore knit up this Point with theſe Con- 
cluſions ; Firſt, that the Kings of England, which in for- 
mer Ages attempted the Conqueſt of Ireland, being ill 
adviſed and counſelled by the great Men here, did not 
upon the Submiſſions of the ri, communicate their 
Laws unto them, nor admit them to the State and Con- 
dition of Free- ſubjects: Secondly, that for the Space of 
200 Years at leaſt, after the firſt Arrival of Henry the Se- 
cond in Ireland, the Iriſh would gladly have embraced the 


Laws of England, and did earneſtly deſire the Benefit and 


Protection thereof; which being denied them, did of Ne- 


ceſſity cauſe a continual bordering War between the Eng- 


l;ſh and the Iriſh, And Laſtly, if according to the Ex- 
amples before recited, they had reduced as well the Iriſh 
Countries, as the Engliſh Colonies, under one Form of 
Civil Government (as now they are,) the Meers and 
Bounds of the Marches and Borders, had been long ſince 
worn out and forgotten, (for it is not fit, as Cambrenſis 
writeth) that a King of an Iſland ſhould have any March- 
es or Borders, (but the Four Seas) both Nations had been 
incorporated and united ; Ireland had been entirely con- 
quered, planted, and improved; and returned a rich Re- 
venue to the Crown of England. 8 

The next Error in the Civil Policy which hindred the 


| PerteRion of the Conqueſt of Ireland, did conſiſt in the 


Diſtribution of the Lands and Poſſeſſions which were won 


= and conquered from the 1riſp, For the Scopes of Land 


which were granted to the firſt Adventurers, were too 
large; and the Liberties and Royalties, which they ob- 
tained therein, were too great for Subjeffs ; though ir 
ſtood with Reaſon that they ſhould be rewarded liberal. 
ly our of the Fruits of their owa Labours, ſince they did. 
lilitare proprits ſtupendiis, and received no Pay from: 
the Crown of England, Notwithſtanding there enſued 


divers Incorveniencies, that gave great Impediment to 


the Conqueſt, | Firſt, 
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Firſt, the Earl Strong bow was entituled to the whole 
Kingdom of Leinſter; partly by Invaſion, and partly by 
Marriage; albeit, he ſurrendred the ſame entirely to King 
Henry the Second his Soveraign; for that with his Licenſe 
he came over; and with the Aid of his Subjects, he had 
N that great Inheritance; yet did the King re. grant 

ack again to him and his Heirs all that Province, reſer- 
ving only the City of Dublin, and the Cantreds next. ad- 
joyning, with the Maritime Towns, and principal Forts 
and Caſtles. Next, the ſame King granted to Robert Fitx- 
Stephen, and Miles Cogan, the whole Kingdom of Cork, 

from Liſmore to the Sea. To Philip Bruce, he gave the 
whole Kingdom of Limerick, with the Donation of Bi- 
ſhopricks, and Abbies ( except the City, and one Can- 
tred of Land adjoyning.) To Sir Hugh ae Lacy, all 
- Meath. To Sir John de Courcy, all Ulſter. William 
Burke Fitz- Adel, the greateſt Part of Condught. In like 
manner, Sir Thomas ae Clare, obtained a Grant of all 
Thomond ; and Otho de Grandiſon of all Tipperary ; and 
Robert le Poer, of the Territory of Waterford, (the City 
It ſelf, and the Cantred of the Ooſtmen only excepted.) 
And thus was all Ireland Cantonized among ten Perſons 
of the Engliſh Nation; and though they had not gained 
the Poſſeſſion of one third Part of the whole Kingdom, 
pet in Title they were Owners and Lords of all, fo as 
nothing was left to be granted to the Natives. And there- 
fore we do not find in any Record or Story tor the Space 
ot Three hundred Years, after theſe Adventurers firſt ar- 
rived in Jrelaud, that any Iriſu Lord obtained a Grant of 
his Country from the Crown, but only the King of Tho- 
an, who had a Grant but during King Henry the Third, 
his Minority; and Rotherick O Conor, King of Conaught, 
to whom King Henry the Second, before this Diſtribution 
made, did grant (as is before declared) Us: fit Rex ſub 
eo; and moreover, Ur teneat team ſuam Conactiæ ita 
bene & in pace, ficut tenuit antequam Dominus Rex intra- 
wit Hiberniam, And whoſe Succeſſor, in the 24th of 

Henry the Third, when the Bourkes had made a ſtron 

Plantation there, and had welbnigh expelled him out of 

| | --* "MIS 
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his Territory, he came over into England, (as Matth. 


8 
ay. 
2 
* 


Paris writeth) and made Complaint to King Heury the 


Third, of this Invaſion made by the Bourkes upon his 


Land, inſiſting upon the Grants of King Henry the Se- 


cond, and King John; and SSI, that he had duly 


paid a yearly Tribute of Five thouſand Marks for his 


* kingdom. 


Whereupon, the King called unto him the 
Lord Maurice Fitz-Gerald, who was then Lord Juſtice of 
Ireland, and Preſident in the Court ; and commanded 
him that he ſhould root out that unjuſt Plantation, which 
Hubert Earl of Kent had, in the time of his Greatneſs, 
planted in thoſe Parts; and wrote withal to the great Men 
of Ireland to move the Bourks, and to eſtabliſh the King 
of Conaught in the quiet Poſſeſſion of his kingdom, How- 
beit, I do not read, that the King of England's Com- 


mandment or Direction in this Bebalf was ever put in 


Execution. For, the truth is, Richard de Bourgo had ob- 


tained a Grant of all Conaugbt, after the Death of the 


King of Conaught, then living, For which he gave a 
thouſand Pound, as the Record in the Tower reciteth, 
the Third of Henry the Third, Clauſ, 2. And beſides, 
our Great Engliſh Lords could not endure that any Kings 
ſhould reign in Ireland, but themſelves ; nay, they could 
hardly endure that the Crown of England it ſelf, ſhould 
have any Juriſdiction or Power over them, For many of 
theſe Lords, to whom our Kings had granted theſe petty 
kingdoms, did by Vertue and Colour of theſe Grants, 
claim and exerciſe Jura Regalia within their Territories ; 
inſomuch, as there were no leſs than Eight Counties Pa- 
latine in Jreland at one time, | . 
For William Marſhal, Earl of Pembroke, who marfied 
the Daughter and Heir of $trougbow, being Lord of all 
Leinſter, had Royal Juriſdiction throughout all that Pro— 
vince, This great Lord had five Sons, and five Daugh- 
ters ; every of his Sons enjoyed that Seigniory ſucceſ- 
ſively, and yet all dyed without Iflue. Then this great 
Lordſhip was broken and divided, and Partition made 
between the five Daughters, who were married into the 
nobleſt Houſes of Engliarvda, The County of Carherlough 
| | | Was 
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was allotted to the eldeſt; Wexford to the Second; Kil. _ 
kenny to the Third; Kildare to the Fourth; the greateſt _ 
art of Leia, now called the Queen's County, to the Fifth : 
n every of theſe Portions, the Coparceners ſeverally 


exerciſed the ſame Juriſdiction Royal, which the Earl 
Marſhal and his Sons had uſed in the whole Province. 
Whereby it came to paſs, that there were five County 


Palatines erected in Leinſter, Then had the Lord of Meath 


the ſame Royal Liberty in all that Territory ; the Earl of 


Ulſter in all that Province; and the Lord of Deſmond and 


Kerry within that County, All theſe appear upon Record, 


and were all as ancient as the time of King John; only 


the Liberty of Tipperary, which is the only Liberty that 
remaineth at this Day, was granted to James Butler the 
firſt Earl of Ormonde, in the Third Year of King Edward 


the Third. 


Theſe abſolute Palatines made Barons and Knights, did 


_ exerciſe high Juſtice in all Points within their Territories, 


erected Courts for Criminal and Civil Cauſes, and for 
their own Revenues, in the ſame Form, as the Kings 


Courts were eſtabliſhed at Dublin; made their own 


Judges, Seneſchals, Sheriffs, Coroners, and Eſcheators ; 
fo the King's Writ did not run in thoſe Counties (which 
took up more than two Parts of the Engliſh Colonies) 
but only the Church Lands lying within the ſame, which 


were called the Croſs, wherein the King made a Sheriff : 


And ſo, in each of theſe Counties Palatines, there were 
two Sheriffs; One, of the Liberty; and another of the 


Croſs : As in Meath we find a Sheriff of the Liberty, and 


a Sheriff of the Croſs : And ſo in Ulſter, and fo in Wex- 
ford : And fo at this Day, the Earl of Ormonde maketha 
Sheriff of the Liberty, and the King a Sheriff of the Croſs 
of Tipperary, Hereby it is manifeſt, how much the King's 
Juriſdiction was reſtrained, and the Power of theſe Lords 
enlarged by theſe high Priviledges. And it doth further 


appear, by one Article among others, preferred to Kin 


D 


Eaward the Third, touching the Reformation of the State 


of Ireland, which we find in the Tower, in theſe Words, 
Item les Francheſes grantes in Ireland, que ſont, Roialles, 
: OE telles 
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quer & conuſans de pleas, eybien de la Coronne, Come au- 


tres communes, & grantont auxi Charters de pardon; & 
ſont ſowent per ley et reaſonable cauſe ſeiſſes en voſtre main, 


a grand profit de vous; & leigerment reſtitues per maun- 
dement hors de Englettere, a damage, &c, Unto which 
Article, the King made Anſwer, Le Roy voet que les fran- 


cheſe que ſont et ſerront per Juſte cauſe priſes en ſa main, 


ne ſoent my reſtitues, avant que le Roy ſoit certifie de la 


cauſe de la priſe de icelles, 26. Ed, 3. Clanſ, m. 1. A- 
gain, theſe great Undertakers, were not tied to any Form 
of Plantation, but all was left to their Diſcretion and 


Pleaſure. And although they builded Caſtles, and made 


Free-holders, yet were there no Tenures or Services re- 


ſerved to the Crown; but the Lords drew all the Reſpe& 
and Dependancy of the common People unto Themſelves. 
Now let us fee what Inconveniences did ariſe by theſe 


large and ample Grants of Lands and Liberties, to the firſt 


Adventurers in the Conqueſt, 9255 
Aſſuredly by theſe Grants of Whole Provinces, and pet- 
ty kingdoms, thoſe few Engliſh Lords pretended to be 
Proprietors of all the Land, ſo as there was no Pofſibi- 
lity left of ſettling the Natives in their Poſſeſhons, and 
by Conſequence the Conqueſt became impoſſible, with- 
out the utter Extirpation of all the 74; which theſe Eng- 
liſh Lords were not able to do, nor perhaps willing, if 
they had been able. Notwithſtanding, becauſe they did 
ſtill hope to become Lords of thoſe Lands which were 
poſteſſed by the Tiſh, whereunto they pretended Title by 


their large Grants; and becauſe they did fear, that if the 
Iriſh were received into the King's Protection, and made 
Leige-men and Free- ſubjects, the State of England would 
eſtabliſh them in their Poſſeſſions by Grants from the 


Crown, reduce their Countries into Counties, ennoble 
ſome ot them; and enfranchiſe all, and make them a- 


meſneable to the Law, which would have abridged and 


cut off a great Part of that Greatneſs which they had pro- 
miſled 
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| felles come Dureſine & Ceſtre. vous ouſtont eybien de les 
profits, Come de grande partie de Obeiſance des perſons en- 
Ffrancheſes; & en queſcum francheſe eſt Chancellerie, Che- 


64 Hiſtorical Relations, &c. 

miſed unto themſelves; they perſwaded the King of Eng- 
land, that it was unfit to communicate the Laws of Eng- 
land unto them ; that it was the beſt Policy to hold them 
as Aliens and Enemies, and to proſecute them with a con- 
tinual War. Hereby they obtained another Royal Pre- 
rogative and Power; which was, to make War and 
Peace at their pleaſure, in every part of 'the kingdom, 
which gave them an abſolute Command over the Bodies, 
Lands, and Goods of the Exgliſh Subjects here. And 
beſides, the Triſp inhabiting the Lands fully conquered 
and reduced, being in Condition of Slayes and Villains, 


did render a greater Profit and Revenue, than if they had 
been made the King's free Subjects. | | 


And for theſe Two Cauſes laſt expreſſed, they were 


not willing to root out all the 1ri/hry, We may not 
therefore marvel, that when King Edward the Third, 
upon the Petition of the Triſh (as is before remembred) 
Was deſirous to be certified, De voluntate magnatum ſuo- 
rum in proximo Parliamento in Hibernia tenend, fi ſine a- 
| liens præjudicis concedere poſſit, quod per ſtatut. inde fact. 
Hibernici utantur legibus Anglicanis, ſive Chartis Regiis 
inde Impetrandis, that there was never any Statute made 
to that Effect, For the Truth is, that thoſe great Exgliſh 
Lords did to the uttermoſt of their Power, croſs and 
withſtand the Enfranchiſement of the Triſh, for the Cau- 
ſes before expreſſed; wherein I muſt ſtill clear and ac. 
quit the Crown and State of England, of Nesligence or 
ill Policy, and lay the Fault upon the Pride, Covetouſ- 
neſs, and ill Counſel of the Engli/h planted here, which 


in all former Ages haye been the chief Impediments of 


the final Conqueſt of Ireland, 
Again, thoſe large Scopes of Land, and great Liber— 
ties, with the abſolute Power to make War and Peace, 


did raiſe the Engliſh Lords to that height of Pride and 


Ambition, as that they could not endure one another, but 
grew to amortal War and Diſſention among themſelves, 


as appeareth by all the Records and Stories of this king- 


o o . * , O 
dom. Firſt, in the Year, 1204, the Lacies of Meath, 


made War upon Sir Jo Conrcy ; who having taken him 
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by Treachery, ſent him Priſoner into England, In the 
Year, 1210. King John coming over in Perſon, expelled 
the Lacies out of the Kingdom, for their Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion of the Engliſh : Howbeit, upon Payment of 
great "Fines, they were afterward reſtored. In the Year 
1228, that Family being riſen to a greater Heighth (for 
Hugh de Lacy the Younger, was created Earl of Ver, 
after the Death of Cure) without Iſſue) there aroſe Diſ- 
ſention and War between that Houſe, and William Mar- 
foal Lord of Leinſter, whereby all Meath was deſtroyed 
and laid waſte, In the Year 1264, Sir Valter Bourke 
having married the Daughter and Heir of Lacy, whereby 
he was Earl of Ulſer in right of his Wife, had mortal 
Debate with Maurice Fitz-Morice the Geraldine, for cer- 
tain Lands in Conaught, So as all Ireland was full of 
Wars between the Bourkes and the Geraldines (ſay our 
Annals.) Wherein Maurice Fitz. Morice grew ſo inſolent, 
as that upon a meeting at 7hi/?ledermet, he took the Lord 
Juſtice himſelf, Sir Richard Capel, Priſoner, with divers 
Lords of Munſter, being then in his Company, In the 
Year, 1288, Richard Bourke, Earl of Ulſter, (Common- 
ly called the Red Earl) pretending Title to the Lordſhip 
of Meath, made War upon Sir Theobald de Verdun, and 
be ſieged him in the Caſtle of Athlone. Again, in the 
Year 1292, John Fitz-Thomas the Geraldine, having by 
Contention with the Lord Veſci, gotten a goodly Inhe- 
ritance in Kildare, grew to that heigbth of Imagination 
(faith the Story) as he fell into Difference with divers 
great Noblemen; among many others, with Richard the 
Red Earl, whom he took Priſoner, and detained him in 
Caſtle- Ley; and by that Diſſention, the Exgliſh on the 
one fide, and the Ii on the other, did waſte and de- 
ſtroy all the Country. . 
Aſter, in the Year 1311. the ſame Red Earl (coming 
to beſiege Bonratty in Thomond, which was then held by 
Sir Richard de Clare as his Inheritance) was again taken 
Priſoner ; and all his Army (conſiſting for the moſt Part 
of Engliſh) overthrown and cut in pieces, by Sir Richard 
de Clare, And after this again, in the Year 1327, moſt 
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of the great Houſes were bandied one againſt another, 
ines, Butlers, and Berminghams, onthe _ 


(viz.) The Giral 
one ſide, and t 


Bous and Poers on the other, The 
Ground of the/Quarrel being none other, but that the 
Lord Arnold Poer had called the Earl of Kildare Rimer : 
But this Quarrel was proſecuted with ſuch Malice and Vio- 


lence, as the Counties of Waterford and Kilkenny were 


deſtroyed with Fire and Sword, till a Parliament was cal- 
led of purpoſe, to quiet this Piſſention. 
Shortly aſter, the Lord John Bremingham, who was 
not long before made Earl of Louth, for that noble Ser- 
vice which he performed upon the Scots, between Dun— 
aulk and the Faber, was ſo extremely envied by the Ger- 


non, Verdons, and others of the ancient Colony, planted 


in the County of Louth, as that in the Year 1329, they 


did moſt wickedly betray and murder that Earl, with di- 


vers principal Gentlemen of his Name and Family; uſing 
the ſame Speech that the Rebellious Jews are ſaid to uſe 
in the Goſpel : 5 | Nt | | 


Nolumus hunc regnare ſuper nos. 


After this, the Geraldines and the Butlers being become 
the moſt potent Families in the Kingdom ( for the great 
Lordſhip of Leinſter was divided among Coparceners, 
whoſe Heirs for the moſt part lived in England; and the 
Earidom of Ver, with the Lordſhip of Meath, by the 


match of Lionel Duke of Clarence, at laſt deſcended up- 
on the Crown) had almoſt a continual War one with 


another, In the time of King Henry the Sixth (faith 
Baron Finglas in his Diſcourſe of the Decay of Ireland,) 
in a Fight between the Earls of Ormonde and Deſmond, 
almoſt all the Townſmen of Kilkenny were flain, And 
as they followed contrary Parties during the Wars of 


rk and Lancaſter, fo after that civil Diſſention ended 


in England, theſe Houſes in Ireland continued their Op- 
poſition and Feud ſtill, even till the time of King Henry 


the Eighth ; when by the Marriage of Margaret Fitz-Ge- 


rald to the Earl of Ofory, the Houſes of Kildare and 
85 „„ Ormonde 
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| Ormonde were reconciled, and have continued in Amity 


ever ſince, | 


Thus theſe great Eſtates and Royalties granted to the 


- Engliſh Lords in Ireland, begat Pride; and Pride begat 
_ Contention among themſelves, which brought forth di- 


vers Miſchiefs, that did not only diſable the Engliſh to 
finiſh the Conqueſt of all Ireland, but did endanger the 


' Loſs of what was already gained; And of Conquerors, 


x 


made them Slayes to that Nation which they did intend 
to conquer, For, whenſoeyer one Engliſh Lord had van- 


- quiſh'd another, the Iriſh waited and took the Opportu- 


nity, and fell upon that Country which had received the 
Blow; and ſo daily recoyered ſome part of the Lands, 


which were poſſeſſed by the Engliſh Colonies. ; 
Beſides, the Engliſh Lords to ſtrengthen their Parties 

did ally themſelves with the 7-1, and drew them in, to 

dwell among them, gave their Children to be Foſter'd a- 


mong them; and having no other means to pay or re- 
ward them, ſuffer'd them to take Coigne and Livery up- 


on the Engliſh Free holders; which Oppreſſion was ſo 


intolerable, as that the better ſort was enforced to quit 
their Free-holds, and flie into England ; and never re- 


declared. And the Exgliſh Lords finding 
tions to be more profitable than the Engliſh Rents and 


to remand them back again 


turned, though many Laws were made in both Realms, 

; and the reſt which re- 
mained, became degenerate and meer iſh, as is before 
the Iriſh Exac- 


Services; and loving the Iriſh Tyranny, which was tyed 


to no Rules of Law or Honour, better than a juſt and 
lawful Seigniory, did reject and caſt off the Engliſh Law 
and Government, received the Iriſh Laws and Cuſtoms, 
took Triſh Sir-names, as Mac-Milliam, Mac-Pheris, Mac- 
Tris, refuſed to come to the Parliaments which were 
ſummoned by 
ſcorned to obey thoſe Englih Knights which were ſent to 
command and govern this Kingdom; namely, Sir Richard 


the King of England's Authority, and 


Capel, Sir John Morris, Sir John Darcy, and Sir Ralph 
Uford, And when Sir Anthony Lucy, a Man of great Au- 


thority in the time of King Edward the Third, was 


ſent 
Over 
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over to reform the notorious Abuſes of this Kingdom, 
the King doubting that he ſhould not be obeyed, direct- 
ed a 7 Writ or Mandate to the Earl of U!/er, and 
the reſt of the Nobility to aſſiſt him. And afterwards, 
the ſame King (upon good Advice and Counſel ) re- 
ſumed thoſe exceflive Grants of Lands and Liberties in 
Ireland by a ſpecial Ordinance made in England, which 
remaineth of Record in the Tower, in this Form: Si 
plures exceſſive donationes terrarum & libertatum in Hi- 
bernia ad ſubdolam machinationem petentium factæ ſunt, 
Ge. Rex deliſorias hujuſmodi machinationes wolens eli- 
dere, de conſilio peritorum ſibi aſſiſtentium, omnes donatio- 
nes Terrarum & libertatum predic, duxit revocanaas, 
quouſque de meritis donatorium & cauſis ab qualitatibus 
donationum melius fuerit informat, & ideo mandatum eſt 
Juſticiario Hiberniæ quod ſeiſiri faciat, & c. Howbeir, 
there followed upon this Reſumption, ſuch a Diviſton 
and Faction between the Engli/ of Birth and the Eng liſh 
of Blood and Race, as they ſummoned and held ſeveral 
Parliaments apart one from the other. Whereupon there 


had riſen a general War betwixt them to the utter extin- | 
guiſhing of the Engliſh Name and Nation in Trelana, it the 


Earl of De/mond, who was head of the Faction againſt the 
Engliſh of Birth, had not been ſent into England, and 
detained there for a time: yet afterwards, theſe Liberties 


being reſtored by direction out of Eng/and, the 26th of 


Edward the Third, Complaint was made to the King of 
the eaſie Reſtitution ; whereunto the King made Anſwer, 
as is before expreſſed: ſo as we may conclude this Point 
with that which we find in the Annals, publiſhed by Ma- 
ſter Cambden: Hibernici debellati & conſumpti fuiſſent, ni- 
| ſeditio Anglicorum impediwiſſet. 


of extraordinary Honours and Liberties made by a King 


to his Subjects, do no more diminiſh his Greatneſs than when 
one Torch lighteth another; for it hath no leſs Light than 
it had before, Quis vetat appoſito lumen de lumine ſumi * 

Yet many times Inconveniences do ariſe thereupon : and 


thoſe Princes have held up their. Soyercignty beſt which 
| have 


Whereunto I may add 
this Note, that though ſome are of Opinion that Grants 
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have been ſparing in thoſe Grants. 
Grants of little Kingdoms and great Royalties to a few 
private Perſons, did produce the Miſchiets ſpoken of be- 
{ 2 So the true Canſe of the making * 

did proceed from this; That the Kings of England being 
otherwiſe employed and diverted, did not make the Con- 


| pos ot Rome, 
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And truly, as theſe 


theſe Grants 


queſt of Ireland their own Work, and undertake it not 
Royally at their own Charge; but as it was firlt begun by 


particular Adventurers, ſo they left the Proſecution there- 
of to them, and other Voluntaries, who came to ſeek 


their Fortunes in Ireland; wherein if they could prevail, 
they thought that in Reaſon and Honour they could do 
no leſs than make them Proprietors of ſuch Scopes of 
Land as they could conquer, people, and plant at their 


own Charge, reſerving only the ac Lordſhip to 


the Crown of England. But if the Lyon had gone to hunt 
himſelf, the Shares of the inferior Beaſts had not been ſo 
great: If the Invaſion had been made by an Army tranſ- 


' mitted, furniſhed, and ſupplied only at the King's Char- 
ges, and wholly paid with the King's Treaſure, as the 


Armies of Queen Elizabeth and King James have been; 
as the Conqueſt had been ſooner atchieved, ſo the Ser- 
vitors had been contented with leſſer Proportions, f 

For, when Scipio, Pompey, Ceſar, and other Generals 
of the Roman Arinies, as Subjects and Seryants of that 
State, and with the publick Charge had conquered many 
Kingdoms and Commonweals, we find them rewarded 
with Honourable Offices and Triumphs at their Return; 


and not made Lords and Proprietors of whole Provin- 


ces and Kingdoms, which they had ſubdued to the Em- 
Likewiſe, when the Duke of Normandy 
ad conquered England, which he made his own Work, 
and performed it in his own Perſon, he diſtributed ſun- 


dry Lordſhips and Mannors unto his Followers, but gave 


not away whole Shires and Countries in demeaſne to a- 
ny of his Servitors, whom he moſt delired to advance; 


only he made Hugh Lupus County Palatine of Cheſter, 


and gave that Earldom to him and his Heirs, to hold the 
ſame, Ira libere ad gladium, ſicut Rex tenebat Angliam 
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ad Coronam: Whereby that Earldom indeed had a Roy- 


al Juriſdiction and Seigniory, though the Lands of that 


County in demeaſne, were poſſeſſed for the moſt part 
by the ancient Inheritors. 


Again, from the Time of the Norman Conqueſt till the 
Reign of King Edward the Firſt, many of our Engliſh 
Lords made War upon the elf Men at their own Charge; 


the Lands which they gained they held to their own ule; 
were called Lords Marchers, and had Royal Liberties 
within their Lordſhips : Howbeit, theſe particular Ad- 
yenturers could never make a perfect Conqueſt of 
Wales. | 

But when King Edward the Firſt came in Perſon with 
his Army thither, kept his Reſidence and Court there, 
made the Reducing of Wales an Enterprize of his own, 
he finiſhed that Work in a Year or two, whereof the 


Lords Marchers had not performed a third Part with 


their continual bordering War, for two hundred Years 


before. And withal, we may obſerye, that though this 


King had now the Dominion of Wales in Jure proprieta- 
tis, as the Statute of Rutland affirmeth; which before 
was ſubje& unto him but in Jure feodali: And though 


he had loſt diyers principal Knights and Noblemen in 


that War, yet did he not reward his Servitors with whole 
Countries or Counties, but with particular Manors and 


Lordſnips : As to Henry Lacy Earl of Lincolne, he gave 
the Lordſhip of Denbigh ; and to Reginald Gray the 


Lordſhip of Ruthen; and ſo to others. And it the like 
Courſe had been uſed in the winning and diſtributing the 
Lands of Ireland, that Iſland had been fully conquered 
before the Continent of Wales had been reduced. But 
the Truth is, when private Men attempt the Conqueſt 


of Countries at their own Charge, commonly their En- 


terprizes do periſh without Succeſs: As when, in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth, Sir Thomas Smith undertook 


to recover the Ardes; and Gatterton, to reconquer the 
Fues and Orier: The one loſt his Son, and the other, him- 


ſelf ; and both their Adventures came to nothing, And 


as for the Crown of England, it hath had the like Fortune 
| in 


who deſire to buy Land at too eaſie a Rate; they fin 
thoſe cheap Purchaſes ſo full of Trouble, as they ſpend 
twice as much as the Land is worth before they get the 


the firſt Adventurers, 
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5 in the Conqueſt of this Land, as ſome Purchaſers have, 


4 


quiet Poſſeſſion thereof. e 
And as the beſt Policy was not obſerved in the Diſtri- 


bution of the conquered Lands; ſo, as I conceive, that 
intending to make a full Con- 


queſt of the 7riſh, were deceived in the Choice of the 
Ftteſt Places for their Plantation: For they ſat down, and 
erected their Caſtles and Habitations in the Plains and o. 
pen Countries, where they found moſt fruitful and profi- 


table Lands, and turned the Iriſh into the Woods and 
Mountains: Which, as they were proper Places for Out- 
laws and Thieves, ſo were they their natural Caſtles and 


Fortifications ; thither they drave their Preys and Stealths : 


There they lurkt, and lay in wait to do Miſchief, Theſe 


faſt Places they kept unknown, by making the Ways and 
Entries thereunto impaſlable ; there they kept their 


Creaghts or Herds of Cattle, living by the Milk of the 
Cow, without Husbandry or Tillage ; there they inereaſ- 


ed and multiplied unto infinite Numbers by promiſcuous 


Generation among themſelyes ; there they made their 


Aſſemblies and Conſpiracies without Diſcoyery : But they 


| diſcovered the Weakneſs of the Engliſh dwelling in the 
open Plains; and thereupon made their Sallies and Re- 


treats with great Advantage: Whereas, on the other ſide, 


il the Engliſh had built their Caſtles and Towns in thoſe 


Places of faſtneſs, and had driven the lriſh into the Plains 
and open Countries, where they might have had an Eye 
and Obſervation upon them, the rh had been eaſily 


kept in order, and in ſhort time reclaimed from their 
 Wildneſs : There they would have uſed Tillage, dwelt 


together in Townſhips, and learned Mechanical Arts and 
Sciences, 


The Woods had been waſted with the Engliſh 

Habitations, as they are about the Forts of Maryborough 

and Phillipſtoaun, which were built in the faſteſt Places 

in Leinſter ; and the Ways and Paſlages PIT Ip 
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land would have been as clear and open, as they are in 
England at this Day. | | 


Again, if King Henry the Second, who is ſaid to be 


the King that conquered this Land, had made Forreſts in 
Ireland, as he did enlarge the Forreſts in England (for 


it appeareth by Charta de Foreſta, thet he afforeſted many 
Woods and Waſtes, to the Grievance of the Subject, 


which by that Law were diſafforreſted) or if thoſe Eng- 


liſh Lords, amongſt whom the whole Kingdom was divi- 
ded, had been good Hunters, and had reduced the Moun- 
tains, Boggs, and Woods within the Limits of Forreſts, 


_ Chaſes, and Parks; aſſuredly, the very Forreſt Law, and 


and the Law de Malefactoribus in parcis, would in time 


have driven them into the Plains and Countries inhabited 


and manured, and have made them yield up their faſt 


Places to thoſe wild Beaſts, which were indeed leſs hurt- 


ful and wild than they. But it ſeemeth ſtrange to me, 


that in all the Records of this Kingdom, I ſeldom find 


any mention made of a Forreſt; and never of any Park 
or Free-warren; conſidering the great Plenty both of Vert 
and Veniſon within this Land; and that the chief of the 
Nobility and Gentry are deſcended of Engliſh Race; and 
yet at this Day, there is but one Park ſtored with Deer 
in all this Kingdom, which is a Park of the Earl of Or- 
monde near Kilkenny, It is then manifeſt, by that which 
is before expreſſed, that the not communicating of the 


Engliſh Laws to the Iriſh, the over-large Grants of Lands 
and Liberties to the Engliſh; the Plantation made by the 


Engliſh in the Plains and open Countries, leaving the 


Woods and Mountains to the Iriſh, were great Defects 
in the Civil Policy, and hindered the Perfection of the 
Conqueſt very much. Howbeit, notwithſtanding theſe 


Defects and Errors, the Engliſh Colonies ſtood and main- 
tained themſelves in a reaſonable good Eſtate, as long as 
they retained their own ancient Laws and Cuſtoms, ac- 
cording to that of Ennius: Moribus antiquis res ſtat Ro- 


mana viriſque, But when the Civil Government grew ſo 


weak and ſo looſe, as that the Exgliſñhh Lords would not 
ſuffer the Engl;h Laws to be put in execution within their 
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nain- 
ng as 
„ AC- 
t Ro- 
ew lo 
1 not 
their 
Terri- 


Hiſtorical Relations, Ke. 73 


Territories and Seigniories, but in place thereof, both 
they and their People, embraced the Iriſh Cuſtoms: Then 
the eſtate of things, like a Game at Iriſh, was ſo turn'd 

about, as the Exgliſh, which hop'd to make a perfect Con- 
queſt of the 175, were by them perfectly and abſolutely 


conquered; becauſe Victi viforibus leges dedere. A juſt 


Puniſument to our Nation, that would not give Laus to 
the Iriſh when they might, and therefore now the Iriſh 
gave Laws to them, Therefore, this Defect and Failing 


of the Eng liſh Colonies, and the inducing of the Iriſh 


Cuſtoms in lieu thereof, was the main Impediment that 


did arreſt and ſtop the Courſe of the Conqueſt; and was 


the only mean that enabled the 1riſhry to recover their 


Strength again, 


For, if we conſider the Nature of the vriſh Cuſtoms, - 
we ſhall find that the People which doth uſe them muſt of 


Neceſſity be Rebels to all good Government, deſtroy 
the Commonwealth wherein they live, and bring Barba- 
riſm and Deſolation upon the richeſt and moſt fruitful 
Land of the World, 


well-govern'd Kingdoms and Commonweals, Murder, 


Man flaughter, Rape, Robbery, and Theft, are puniſhed 


with Death; By the Ji Cuſtom, or Brehon Law, the 


| higheſt of theſe Offences was puniſh'd only by Fine, which 
| Therefore, when Sir William Fitze 
Williams, (being Lord-Deputy,) told Maguire, that he 
was to ſend a Sheriff into Fermanagh, being lately before 
made a County; your Sheriff (ſaid Maguire) ſhall be wel- 
come to me, but let me know his Zricke, or, the Price 
f his Head afore-hand; that if my People cut it off, I 
may put the Ericke upon the Country, As for Oppreſſi- 


they called an Ericke. 


on, Extortion, and other Treſpaſſes, the weaker had ne- 
ver any Remedy againſt the ſtronger: whereby it came 
to paſs, that no Man could enjoy his Life, his Wite, his 


Lands or Goods in fatety, it a mightier Man than himſelf 
had an Appetite to take the ſame from him. 
they were little better than Canivals, who do hunt one 


W herein 


D | another; 


For, whereas by the juſt and ho- 
nourable Law of England, and by the Laws of all other 
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another; and that hath moſt Strength and Swiftneſs, doth 
cat and devour all his Fellows. 5 
Again, in England, and all well- order'd Common- 
weals, Men have certain Eſtates in their Lands and Poſ- 
ſefſions, and their Inheritances deſcend from Father to 
Son, which doth give them Encouragement to build, and 
to plant, and to improve their Lands, and to make them 
better for their Poſterities, But by the 1ri/þ Cuſtom of 
Taniſtry, the Chieftains of every Country, and chief of 
every Sept, had no longer Eſtate than for Life in their 
Chieteries, the Inheritance whereof did reſt in no Man. 
And theſe Chieferies, though they had ſome Portions of 
Lands allotted unto them, did conſiſt chiefly in Cuttings 
and Coſheries, and other Iriſhi Exactions, whereby they 


did ſpoil and impoveriſh the People at their Pleaſure, _ 
And when their Chieftains were dead, their Sons or next 


3 did not ſucceed them, but their Taniftes, who were 
eQive, and purchaſed their Elections by ſtrong Hand; 
And by the Ir; Cuſtom of Gavelkind, the inferior Ten- 
nanties were partible amongſt all the Males of the Sept, 
both Baſtards and Legitimate : and after Partition made, 
if any one of the Sept had died, his Portion was not di- 
vided among his Sons, but the Chief of the Sept made 
a new Partition of all the Lands belonging to that Sept, 


and gave every one his part according to his Anti- 


luity. 


Theſe two Iriſh Cuſtoms made all their Poſſeſfſions 


uncertain, being ſhuffled, and changed, and removed 
ſo often from one to another, by new Elections and 
Partitions; which uncertainty of Eſtates hath been the 
true Cauſe of ſuch Deſolation and Barbariſm in this Land, 
as the like was never ſeen in any Country that profeſſed 
the Name of Chriſt, For though the Iriſhry be a Nation 


of great Antiquity, and wanted neither Wit nor Valour; 


and though they had received the Chriſtian Faith above 
1200 Years ſince; and were Lovers of Muſick, Poetry, 
and all kind of Learning; and poſſeſſed a Land abound- 
ing with all Things e for the civil Life of Man; 
yet (which is ftrange to be related) they did never build 

| | any 
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any Houſes of Brick or Stone (ſome few poor Religious 
Houſes excepted) before the Reign of King Henry the 
ſecond, though they were Lords of this Iſland for many 


hundred Years before, and ſince the Conqueſt attempted 
by the Engliſh: Albeit, when they ſaw us build Caſtles 


upon their Borders, they haye only in imitation of us, 
erected fome few Piles for the Captains of the Country: 
yet I dare boldly ſay, that never any particular Perſon, 
either before or ſince, did build any Stone or Brick Houſe 
for his private Habitation ; but ſuch as have lately ob- 
tained Eſtates, according to the courſe of the Law of 
England, Neither did any of them in all this time, plant 
any Gardens or Orchards, incloſe or improve their Lands, 
live together in ſettled Villages or Towns, nor made any 
Proviſion for Poſterity ; which being againſt all common 
Senſe and Reaſon, muſt needs be imputed to thoſe un- 
reaſonable Cuſtoms, which made their Eſtate ſo uncertain 
and tranſitory in their Poſſeſſions. 

For, who would plant or improve, or build uponthat 
Land, which a Stranger, whom he knew not, ſhould 
poſſefs after his Death? For that (as Solomon noteth) is 
one of the ſtrangeſt Vanities under the Sun. And this is 
the true Reaſon why Ulfer, and all the Iriſh Countries 
are found ſo waſte and deſolate at this Day; and ſo 
would they continue till the World's End, if theſe Cue 
ſtoms were not aboliſhed by the Law of EAgland. 
Again, that Iriſh Cuſtom of Gavelkind, did breed ano- 
ther Miſchief ; for thereby every Man being boin to Land, 


as well Baſtard as Legitimate, they all held themſelves to 


be Gentlemen. And though their Portions were never 


| fo ſmall, and themſelves never ſo poor (For Gavel- 


kind muſt needs in the end make a poor Gentility) yet 
did they ſcorn to deſcend to Husbandry or Merchan4ize, 
or to learn any Mechanical Art or Science. And this 
is the true Cauſe why there were never any Corporate 
Towns erected in the 1riſþ Countries. As for Maritime 
Cities arid Towns, moſt certain it is, that they were 
built and*peopled by the Ooſtnen or Eiſterlings: For the 
Natiyes of Ireland never performed ſo good a Work 

| x as 
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as to build a City. Beſides, theſe poor Gentlemen were 


ſo affected unto their ſmall Portions of Land, as they 


rather choſe to live at home by Theft, Extortion, and 
Coſhering, than to ſeek any better Fortunes abroad 


Which increaſed their Septs or Siruames into ſuch Num- 


bers, as there are not to, be found in any Kingdom of 
Europe, ſo many Gentlemen of one Blood, Family, and 


Sirname, as there are of the Ozeals in Ulſter, of the 


Bourks in Conaugt; of the Geraldines and Butlers in 
Munſter and Leinſter. And the like may be ſaid of the 


inferior Bloods and Families ; whereby it came to paſs 
in times of Trouble and Diſſention, that they made 
great Parties and Factions, adhering one to another, with 


much Conſtancy ; becauſe they were tied together, Vin- 


culo ſanguinis; whereas Rebels and Malefactors, which 


are tied to their Leaders by no Band, either of Duty or 


Blood, do more eaſily break and fall off one from ano- 
ther. And beſides, their Co-habitation in one Country 
or Territory, gave them Opportunity ſuddenly to aſſem- 
ble and conſpire, and riſe in Multitudes againſt the 
Crown. And even now, in the time of Peace, we find 
this Inconvenience, that there can hardly be an indiffe- 
rent Trial had between the King and his Subjects, or be- 
tween Party and Party, by reaſon of this general Kindred 
and Conſanguinity. 1 | | 
But the moſt wicked and miſchievous Cuſtom of all 
others, was that of Coigne and Livery, often before men- 
tioned , which conſiſted in taking of Mau's- meat, Horſe- 
meat, and Money, of all the Inhabitants of the Country, 
at the Will and Pleaſure of the Soldier, who as the Phraſe 
ol Scripture is, Did ear up the People as it were Bread; 
tor that he had no other Entertainment, This Extortion 
was originally Iriſh, for they uſed to lay Beraght upon 
their People, and never gave their Soldiers any other 
Pay. But when the Engliſh had learned it, they uſed it 
with more Inſolency, and made it more intollerable; for 
this Oppreſſion was not temporary, or limited either to 


Place or Time; but becauſe there was every where a 


continual War, either Offenſive, or Defenſiye ; and e- 
ER very 
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very Lord of a Country, and every Marcher made War 
and Peace at his pleaſure, it became univerſal and perpe- 
tual; and was indeed the moſt heavy Oppreſſion that e- 
ver was uſed in any Chriſtian or Heathen Kingdom. 
And therefore, Vox Oppreſſorum, this crying Sin, did draw 
down as great, or greater Plagues upon Felaud, than the 
Oppreſſion of the 7/-aelires did draw upon the Land of 
Egypt. For the Plagues of Zzypr, though they were grie- 
vous, were but of a ſhort Continuance ; but the Plagues 
of Ireland, laſted four hundred Years together. This Ex- 


tortion of Coigne and Livery did produce two notorious 


Effects: Firſt, it made the Land waſte : Next, it made 
the People idle. For, when the Husbandman had la- 
boure all the Year, the Soldier in one Night, did con- 
ſume the Fruits of all his Labour, Longique perit labor ir- 
ritus anni, Had he Reaſon then to manure the Land for 
the next Year ? Or rather might lie not complain as the 
Shepherd in gil. 


Impius hat tam culta novalia miles habebit ? 
Barbarus has ſegetes ? Eu quo diſcordia cives 
Perduxit miſeros ? En queis conſevimus agros ? 


And hereupon of Neceſlity came Depopulation, Ba- 
niſhment, and Extirpation of the better Sort of Subjects: 


And ſuch as remained, became idle, and Lookers on, 


expecting the Event of thoſe Miſeries and evil times: So 
as this extream Extortion and Oppreſſion hath been the 
true Cauſe of the Idleneſs of this 1riſþ Nation; and tnat 
rather the vulgar Sort have choſen to be Beggars in Fo- 
reign Countries, than to manure their own fruitful Land 
at home, 3 F 
Laſtly, this Oppreſſion did of Force and Neceſſity 
make the Iriſh a crafty People: For ſuch as are oppreſ- 


ſed and live in Slavery, are ever put to their Shifts ; In- 


genium mala ſæpe movent ; and therefore, in the old 
Comedies of Plautus and Terence, the Bondſlaye doth 
always act the cunning and crafty Part, Beſides, all the 
common People have a whining Tune or Accent in their 

| Dy Speech, 
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Speech, as if they did ſtill ſmart or ſuffer ſome Oppreſ- _ 


ſion, And this Idleneſs, together with fear of imminent 
Miſchiefs, which did continually hang over their Heads, 
have been the Cauſe, that the Triſh were ever the moſt 
inquiſitive People after News, of any Nation in the 
World, As S. Paul himſelf made Obſervation upon the 
People of Athens ; that they were an idle People, and 
did nothing but learn and tell News. And becauſe theſe 
News. carriers, did by their falſe Intelligence, many times 
raiſe Troubles and Rebellions in this Realm, the Statute 
of Kilkenny doth puniſh News-tellers (by the Name of 
Seelaghes) with Fine and Ranſom. 
This Extortion of Coigne and Livery, was taken for the 
Maintenance of their Men of War; but their Jriſh Ex- 
actions extorted by the Chieftains and Taniſts, by Colour 
of their barbarous Seignory, were almoſt as grievous a 
Burthen as the other; namely Coſherings, which were Vi- 


ſitations and Progreſſes made by the Lord and his Fol- 


lowers, among his Tenants: Wherein he did eat them 
{as the Engliſh Proverb is) Out of Houſe and Home, Seſ- 
ſings of the Kern, of his Family, called Kernety, of his 


Horſes and Horſe-boys ; of his Dogs and Dog-boys, and 


the like: And Jaſtly, Cuttings, Tallages, or Spendings, 
bigh or low, at his pleaſure ; all which made the Lord 
an abſolute Tyrant, and the Tenant a very Slave and 
Villain; and in one reſpect more miſerable than Bond- 
ſlaves. For commonly the Bond. ſta ve is fed by his Lord, bus 
here the Lord was fed by his Bond. ſiaue. . 
Laſtly, there were two other Cuſtoms proper and pe- 
culiar to the Jriſhry, which being the Cauſe of many 
ſtrong Combinations and Factions, do tend to the utter 
Ruine of a Commonwealth: The one was Foftering ; the 
Other Goſſipred; both which have ever been of greater 
Eſtimation among this people than with any other Na- 


tion in the Chriſtian World, For Foſtering, I did never 


hear or read, that it was in that Uſe or Reputation in a- 
ny other Country, barbarous or civil, as it has been, and 
yet is, in Ireland: Where they put away all their Chil- 
dren to Foſterers: The potent and rich Men Selling, the 
„ | | mean- 
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meaner ſort Buying, the Alterage of their Children; and 
the Reafon is, becauſe in the Opinion of this People, 
Foſtering had always been a ſtronger Alliance than Blood; 
and the Foſter-Children do love, and are beloved of 


their Foſter. fathers, and their Sept, more than of their 
own natural Parents and Kindred; and do participate of 


their Means more frankly, and do adhere unto them in 


all Fortunes, with more Affection and Conſtancy. And 
though Tully in his Book of Friendſhip doth obſerve, that 
Children ot Princes being ſometimes in Caſes of Neceſli- 
ty, for ſaving of their Lives, delivered to Shepherds to 
be nowiſhed and bred up, when they have been reſto- 


red to their great Fortunes, have {till retained their Love 


and Affection to their Foſterers, whom for many Years 
they took to be their Parents : Yet this was a rare Caſe, 


and few Examples are to be found thereof, 


Bur fuch a general Cuſtom in a Kingdom, in giving 
and taking Children to foſter, making ſuch a firm Alli— 
ance as it doth in Ireland, was never ſeen or heard of, in 
any other Country of the World beſides, | 

The like may be ſaid of Goſſipred, or Compaternity, 


which though by the Canon-Law, it be a Spiritual Affi— 
| nity, and a Juror that was Goſhip to either of the Par- 


ties, might in former times have been challenged, as not 
indifferent by our Law, yet there was no Nation under 
the Sun, that ever made ſo religious Account thereof, as 
the 1riſh, 5 

Now theſe two Cuſtoms, which of themſelves are in- 


different in other Kingdoms, became exceeding evil and 


full of Miſchief in this Realm, by reaſon of the Incon- 
veniences which followed thereupon, For they made 
(as J ſaid before) ſtrong Parties and Factions, where- 
by the great Men were enabled to oppreſs their Infe- 
riors, and to oppoſe their Equals : And their Followers 
were born out and countenanced in all their lewd and 
wicked Actions: For Foſterers and Goſſips, by the com- 
mon Cuſtom of Ireland, were to maintain one another 
in all Cauſes lawful and unlawful ; which as it isaCom- 


bination and Confederacy punithable in all well-governed 


D 4 Common- 
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Commonweals, ſo was it not one of the leaſt Cauſes of 
the common Miſery of this Kingdom, 

I omit their common Repudiation of their Wives ; 
their promiſcuous Generation of Children ; their negle& 
of lawful Matiimony ; their Uncleanneſs in Apparel, Di- 


et, and Lodging ; and their Contempt and Scorn of all 


things neceſſary for the civil Life of Man, 

Tneſe were the Triſh Cuſtoms, which the Engiih Colo- 
nies did embrace and uſe, after they had rejected the 
Civil and Honourable Laws and Cuſtoms of England, 
whereby they became degenerate and metamorphoſed 
like Nebuchadnex xar: Who although he had the Face of 
a Man, had the Heart of a Beaſt ; or like thoſe who had 
drunk of Circe's Cup, and were turned into very Beaſts; 
and yet took ſuch Pleaſure in their beaſtly manner of 
Life, as they would not return to their Shape of Men a- 
gain: Inſomuch, as within Jeſs time than the Age of a 


Man, they had no Marks or Differences left amongſt 


them of that noble Nation, from which they were de- 


ſcended. For, as they did not only forget the Engliſh 


Language, and ſcorn the uſe thereof, but grew to be 
aſhamed of their very Engliſh Names, though they were 


Noble and of great Antiquity ; and took Triſh Sirnames 


and Nicknames. Namely, the two moſt potent Families 


of the Bovrks in Conaught (after the Houſe of the Red 
Earl failed of Heirs Males) called their Chiefs, Mac Wil- 


{am Eighter, and Mac William Oughter, In the ſame 
Province, Bremingham,Baron of Athenree, called himſelf 


Mac Wris. Dexeceſter or De'xon, was called Mac Jor- 


aan, Nangle, or de Angulo, took the Name of Mac 
Coſtello, Of the inferior Families of the Bourks, one was 
called Mac Hubbard, another Mac David, In Munſter, 
of the great Families of the Geraldines planted there, 
one was called Mac Morice, Chief of the Houſe of Lix- 
nau; and another, Mac Gibbon, who was alſo called the 


White Knight, The Chief of the Baron of Dunboyne's 


Houſe, who is a Branch of the Houſe of Ormonde, took 


their Sirnames of Mac Pheris, Condon of the County of 


Waterford, was called Mac Maioge : And the Arch-dea« 
2G con 


1er s. 
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con of the County of Kilkenny, Mac Odo, And this they 


did in Contempt and Hatred of the Engliſh Name and 


Nation; whereof theſe degenerate Families became more 


mortal Enemies than the meer Trip, And whereas the 
State and Government being grown weak by their De- 
fection, did, to reduce them to Obedience, grant them 
many Prote&ions and Pardons (he Cheapneſs whereof, in 
all Ages, hath brought great Diſhonour and Damage to this 


 Commonaweal) they grew ſo ungrateful and unnatural, as 


in the end they ſcorned that Grace and Fayour, becauſe 
the Acceptance thereof did argue them to be Subjects; 
and they deſired rather to be accounted Enemies than 
Rebels to the-Crown of England, ö | 
Hereupon was that old Verſe made, which I find writ- 


ten in the White Book of the Exchequer, in a Hand as 


ancient as the time of King Edward the Third, 


By granting Charters of Peas, 
To falſe Engliſh withouten les, 
This Land ſhall be mich undoo. 
But Goſſipred, and alterage, 
And leefing of our Languge, 
Have mickly holp theretoo. 


And therefore, in a Cloſe Roll in the Tower, bearing 
this Title, Articuli in Hibernia obſervandi, we find theſe 
two Articles among others. 1. Juſticiarius Hiberniæ non 
concedat perdonationes de morte hominis. nec de Roberiis, 
ſeu incendiis, & quod de cætero certificet dominum regem 
de nominibus petentium. 2. Item, Quod nec Juſticiarius 
nec aliquis Magnas Hiberniæ concedat protectiones alicui 
contra pacem Regis exiſtenti, &c, But now it is fit to 
look back, and conſider when the old Exgliſa Colonies 
became ſo degenerate ; and in what Age they fell away 
into that Jriſh Barbariſm, rejecting the Engliſh Laws and 
Cuſtoms. Aſſuredly, by comparing the ancient Annals. 


1 of Ireland with the Records remaining here, and in, the 


Tower of London, 1 do find that this general Defection 
fell out in the latter end of the Reign of King Edward 


! 


FRY 
N 
| 
o 
7 
4 
: 
1 
7 
14 
= 
. 
16 
+ 
N. 
. 
15 
* 
. 
3 
x 
111 
1 
, 
N 
1 
1. 
2 
174 
* 
vt 
11 
14 
* 
. 
”- 
ity 
* 
4 
AE 
14 
4 
1 
is 
47 
i} 
lt 
ji 
7 
- 
3 


82 Hiſtorica]! Relations, &c. 


che Second, and in the beginning of the Reign of King 
Edward the Third. And all this great Innovation grew 
within the ſpace of thirty Years : Within the Compaſs 
of which Time there fell out divers miſchievous Acci- 
dents, whereby the whole Kingdom was in a manner 
loſt. For firſt, Eaggard le Bruce invaded Ireland with the 
Scottiſh Army; and prevailed ſo far, as that he poſſeſſed 
the Maritime Parts of Ulfer, marched up to the Walls of 
Dublin, ſpoiled the Exgliſh Pale, paſſed through Leinſter 
and Munſter, as far as Limerick, and was Maſter of the 
Field in every part of the Kingdom. | 

This happened in the tenth Year of King Edward the 
Second, at which Time the Crown of England was wea- 
ker, and ſuffered more Diſhonour in both Kingdoms than 
it did any time ſince the Norman Conqueſt, Then did 
the State of England ſend over John de Hotham to be 
Treaſurer here, with Commiſſion to call the great Lords 
of Ireland together; and to take of them an Oath of Af- 
ſociation, that they ſhould loyally joyn together in Life 
and Death to preſerve the Right of the King of Eng- 
land, and to expel the common Enemy : But this 
Treaſurer brought neither Men nor Money to perform 
this Service, . 

At that time, though Richard Bovrk Earl of Ulſter 
„(commonly called the Red Earl) was of greater Power 
than any other Subject in Ireland, yet was he ſo far 
ſtricken in Years, as that he was unable to manage the 
the Martial Affairs, as he had done during all the Reign 
of King Edward the Firſt; having been General of the 
Iriſh Forces, not only in this Kingdom, but in the 
Wars of Sotlaud, Wales, and Gaſcoigne: And there- 
fore Maurice Fitx. Ihomas of Deſmond, being then the moſt 
active Nobleman in this Realm, took upon him the chief 
Command in this War; for the Support whereof the Re- 
venue of this Land was far too ſhort, and yet no Supply 
of Treaſure was ſent out of England. OK Ely 

Then was there no Means to maintain the Army, but 
by ſeſſing the Soldiers upon the Subject, as the 7riſh 
were wont to impoſe their Bonaught 5 Whereupon grew 
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that wicked Extortion of Coigne and Livery ſpoken of be- 


fore, which in ſhort time baniſhed the greateſt Part of 
the Free-holders out of the Counties of Kerry, Limerick, 


Cork, and Waterford; into whoſe Poſſeſſions Deſmond 


and his Kinſmen, Allies, and Followers, which were 
then more J1riſh than Engliſh, did enter and appropriate 
theſe Lands unto themſelves, Deſmond himſelf taking 


what ſcopes he beſt liked for his Demeaſnes in every 


County, and reſerving an Iriſh Seigniory out of the reſt, 
And here, that I may verifie and maintain by matter of 
Record; that which is before delivered touching the Na- 
ture of this wicked Extortion called Coigne and Livery ; 
and the manifold Miſchiefs it did produce, I think it fit 
and pertinent to inſert the Preamble of the Statute of 10. 
of Henry the Seventh, c. 4. not printed, but recorded in 
Parliament Rolls of Dublin, in theſe Words : At the Re- 
queſt and Supplication of the Commons of this Land of Ire- 
land, that awhere of long time there have been uſed and 
exacted by the Lords and Gentlemen of this Land, many 
and divers damnable Cuſtoms and Uſages, which have been 


called Coigne and Livery, and Pay; that is, Horſe Meat and 


Man's Meat, for the finding of their Horſe-men and Foot - 
men; and over that, 4d. or 6d. daily to every one of them 


to be had aud paid of the poor Earth-tillers, and Tenants, 


Inhabitants of the ſaid Land, without any thing doing or 
paying therefore, Beſides, many Murders, Robberies, 
Ra pes, and other manifold Extortions and Oppreſſions by 
the ſaid Horſe-men and Foot-men, daily and nightly com- 
mitted and done ; which have been the principal Cauſes of 
the Deſolation and Deſtruction of the ſaid Land, and have 
brought the ſame into Ruine, and Decay, ſo as the moſt 
part of the Engliſh Free-holders and Tenants of this Land 
been departed out thereof, ſome into the Realm of England, . 
and other ſome to other ſtrauge Lands; whereupon the 
ſore ſaid Lords and Gentlemen of this Land have Intra- 
ded into the ſaid Free-holders and Tenants Inheritances , 
and the ſame keepeth and occupieth as their own Inheri- 
tances; and ſetten under them in the ſame Land the 
King's Iriſh Enemies, to the dimiviſhing of Holy Churehegs.. 

| | Rites, -_ 
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Rites, the diſheriſon of the King and his obedient SubjeFts, 


and the utter Ruine and Deſolation of the Land, For Re- 
Formation whereof, be it enacted, That the King ſhall re- 


ceive a Subſidy of 26 s. 8 d. out of every 120 Acres of 
arable Land manured, & c. But to return to Thomas Fitx- 


Maurice of Deſmond ; By this Extortion of Coigne and 
Livery he ſuddenly grew from a mean to a mighty E- 


ſtate ; inſomuch as the Baron Finglas in his Diſcourſe of 


the Decay of Ireland, affirmeth, that his ancient Inheri- 
tance being not one thouſand Marks yearly, he became 
able to diſpend every way, ten thouſand Pounds per An. 
num. | | 

Theſe Poſſeſſions being thus unlawfully gotten, could 
not be maintained by the juſt and honourable Law of 
England, which would have reſtored the true Owners to 
their Land again ; and therefore this great Man found 
no Means to continue and uphold his ill- purchaſed Great- 
neſs, but by rejecting the Enzliſh Law and Government, 


and aſſuming in Lieu thereof the barbarous Cuſtoms of 


the 1rijh : And hereupon, followed the Defection of thoſe 
four Shires, containing 


o 


the Obedience of the Law. 


In like manner (faith Baron Fingla:) the Lord Tippe- 


rary (perceiving how well the Houſe of De/mond had 


| thrived by Coigne and Livery, and other 7i/h Exactions) 


began to hold the like Courſe in the Counties of Tippe- 
rary and Kilkenny; whereby he got great ſcopes of Land, 
eſpecially in Ormonde ; and raiſed many 1riſh Exactions 
upon the Eng liſu Free holders there; which made him ſo 
potent and abſolute among them, as at that time the 

knew no other Law, than the Will of their Lord. Be- 
ſides, findin3 that the Earl of Deſmond excluded the 
ordinary Miniſters of Juſtice, under Colour of a Royal 
Liberty, which he claimed in the Counties of Kerty, 


Cork, and Waterfora, by a Grant of King Edward the 
Firſt, (as appeareth in a o warrants, brought againſt 
him, Anno 12. Eaw, 1) the Record whereof, remaineth 


in Premingkam's Tower, among the Common-Plea Rolls 
there. | 5 
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This Lord alſo, in the Third of Edward the Third, 
obtained a Grant of the like Liberty in the County of 


Tipperary, whereby he got the Law into his own Hands, 


and ſhut out the Common Law and Juſtice of the 
Realm, . 3 „ 
And thus we ſee that all Munſter fell away from the 
Engliſh Law and Government, in the end of King Ed- 
ward the Second, his Reign ; and in the beginning of 
the Reign of King Edward the Third, Again, about 
the ſame time, (viz.) in the 2oth Year of King EA ard 
the Second, when the State of England was well nigh 
ruined by the Rebellion of the Barons, and the Govern- 
ment of Ireland utterly neglected, there aroſe in TLeinſter, 
one of the Cavanaghes, named Donald Mac Art, who 
named himſelf Mac Murrogh, King of Leinſter, and poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of the County of Cazherlogh, and of the 
oreateſt Part of the County of Mexford, And ſhortly 
after Liſagh O Moor, called himſelf O Moore, took eight 
Caſtles in one Evening, deſtroyed Duamaſe the principal 
Houſe of the Lord Mortimer in Leix, recovered that 
whole Country, De ſervo Dominus, de ſubjeffo princeps 
affectus, ſaith Friar Clynn in his Annals. 
Beſides, the Earl of Kildare, imitating his Couſin of 
Deſmoud, did not omit to make the like Uſe of Coigne 
and Livery in Kildare, and the Weſt Part of Meazh, 


. 


wich brought the like Barbariſm into thoſe Parts. And 


thus a great Part of Leinſter was loſt, and fell away 
from the Obedience of the Crown, near about the time 
before expreſſed. 1 . 
Again, in the ſeventh Year of King Edward the Third, 
the Lord William Bourk, Earl of Ver, and Lord of 
Conaught, was treacherouſly murdered by his own Squires 
at Knockfergus, leaving behind him, Unicam & unius an- 
ni filium (faith Friar Chun.) Immediately upon the 
Murder committed, the Counteſs with her young Daugh- 
ter fled into Exgland; fo as the Government of that 
Country, was wholly neglected, until that young Lady 
being married to Lionel Duke of Clarence, that Prince 
came over with an Army, to recover his Wife's Inheri- 
| | | - tance, 
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tance, and to reform this Kingdom, Anno 36, of gdward 


the Third, But in the mean time, what became of that 
great Inheritance both in Ufer and Conaught ? Aſſured- 
, in Ulſter, the Sept of Hugh Boy O Neal, then poſſeſ- 


ing Glaucoukeyn and Killeightra in Tyrone, took the Op- 


portunity ; and paſſing over the Banne, did firſt expel the 
Engliſh out of the Barony of Tuſtard, which is now cal- 
led the Rout ; and likewiſe, out of the Ghnunes and other 
Lands up as far as Knockfergus, which Country, or Ex- 
tent of Land, is at this day called the lower Clan Hugh. 
Boy, And ſhortly after that, they came up into the 
great Ardes; which the Latin Writers call, Altitudines 


Ultoniæ, and was then the Inheritance of the Sau. 


ges; by whom they were valiantly reſiſted for divers 
Years ; but at laſt for want of Caſtles and Fortifications 
(for the ſaying of Henry Savage mentioned in every Sto- 
ry, is very memorabie ; That a Caſtle of Bones was bet- 
ter than a Caſtle of $tozes) the Enghh were over- run by 
the Multitude of the Jriſhry: So as about the Thirtieth 
of King Edward the Third; fome few Years before the 
Arrival of the Duke of Clarence, the Savages were ut- 
terly driven out of the Great Ardes, into a little Nook 
of Land near the River of Strangford; where they now 


poſſeſs a little Territory, called the little Ardes; and 


their greater Patrimony took the Name of the upper 
Clan Hug h- Boy, from the Sept of Hugh-Boy O Neal, who 
became Invaders thereof, | | 

For Conaught, ſome younger Branches of the Family 
of the Pourkes, being planted there by the Red Earl and 
bis Anceſtors, ſeeing their Chiet to be cut off, and dead 
without Heir-male, and no Man left to govern or protect 
that Province, intruded preſently into all the Earl's Lands, 
which oughtto have been ſeized into the King's Hands, by 
reaſon of the Minority of the Heir, And within a ſhort 


| ſpace, Two of the moſt potent among them, divided 
that great Seigniory betwixt them, the one taking the Name 


of Mac William Gughtier ; and the other of Mac William 


— . ER EEO 


Eighter , as if the Lord William Bourke the laſt Earl 
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of Ulſter, had left two Sons of one Name behind him to 
inherit that Lordſhip in courſe of Gavel-kind, But they 
well knew, that they were but Intruders upon the King's 
Poſſeſſion during the Minority of the Heir; they knew 


thoſe Lands were the rigbtful Inheritance of that young 
Lady; and conſequently, that the Law of England would 


ſpeedily evict them out of their Poſſeſſion; and therefore 
they held it the beſt Policy to caſt off the Yoak of Eng- 
liſh Law, and to become meer Jriſþ : and according to 
their Example, drew all the reſt of the Engliſh in that 


Province, to do the like ; ſo as from thenceforth they 
ſuffered their Poſſeſſions to run in courſe to Taniſtry and 
 Gavel-kind, They changed their Names, Language, and 


Apparel, and all their civil Manners and Cuſtoms of li. 
ving. Laſtly, about the 25th Year of King Edward the 
third, Sir Richard de Clare was flain in Thomond, and all 
the Engliſh Colonies there utterly ſupplanted, 

Thus in that ſpace of Time, which was between the 
tenth Year of King Edward the ſecond, and the zoth 
Year of King Edward the Third, (I ſpeak within com- 
paſs) by the Concurrence of the Miſchiefs before rect. 
ted, all the old Erglih Colonies in Munſter, Conaught, 
and Ulſter; and more than a third Part of Leinſter, be- 
came degenerate, and fell away from the Crown of 


England; ſo that only the four Sbires of the Engliſh Pale, 


remained under the Obedience of the Law; and yetthe 


Borders and Marches thereof, were grown unruly, and 


out of Order too, being ſubje& to Black-Rents and Ti. 
bute of the Iriſh; which was a greater DefeRtion, than 


When ten of twelve Tribes departed, and fell away from 


the Kings of Juda. . | | 
But was not the State of England ſenſible of this Loſs. 
and Diſhonour ? Did they not endeavour to recover the 


Land that was loſt, and to reduce the Subjects to their 


Obedience? | 
Truly King Edward the ſecond, by the Incurſions of 
the Scottiſh Nation, and by the Inſurrection of his Ba- 
rons, who raiſed his Wife and his Son againſt him, and 
in the end depoſed him, was diyerted and utterly: diſa- 


bled 
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bled to reform the Diſorders of Ireland. But as ſoon as 
the Crown of England was transferred to King Edward 


there began to look into the deſperate eſtate of Things 
here. And finding ſuch general Defection, Letters were 
ſent from the King to the great Men and Prelates, re- 
quiring them particularly to ſwear Fealty to the Crown of 
England. | = 
Shortly after, Sir Anthony Lucy, a Perſon of great Au- 
thority in England in thoſe Days, was ſent over to work 
a Reformation in this Kingdom, by a ſevere Courſe; 
and to that end, the King wrote expreſly to the Earl of 
Ulſter, and others of the Nobility to aſſiſt him, as is be- 
fore remembred; preſently upon his Arrival, he arreſted 
Maurice Fitz-Thomas Earl of Deſmond, and Sir William 
Breming ham, and committed them Priſoners to the Ca- 
ſtle of Dublin; where Sir William Bremingham was ex- 
ecuted for Treaſon, though the Earl of Deſmond was left 
to Mainprize, upon condition he ſhould appear before 
the King by a certain Day, and in the mean time to 
continue loyal. 5 | 
After this, the King being advertiſed, that the ovyer- 
large Grants of Lands and Liberties, made to the Lords 
of Engliſh Blood in Ireland, made them ſo inſolent, as 
they ſcorned to obey the Law, and the Magiſtrate, did 
abſolutely reſume all ſuch Grants, as is before declared. 
But the Earl of Deſmond, above all Men, found himſelf 
grieved with this Reſumption, or repeal of Liberties ; 
and declared his diſlike and diſcontentment: inſomuch, 
as he did not only refuſe to come to a Parliament at 
Dublin, ſummoned by Sir William Morris, Deputy to the 
Lord John Darcy, the King's Lieutenant: But (as we 
have ſaid before) he raiſeth ſuch Diſſention between the 
Engliſh of Blood, and the Engliſh of Birth, as the like was 
never ſeen, from the Time of the firſt planting of our 


Nobility; with the Citizens and Burgeſſes of the princi- 
pal Towns, to hold a ſeveral Parliament by themſelves, 
1 = | | | "mn 


the Third, though he was yet in his Minority, the State 


Nation in Ireland, And in this factious and ſeditious Hu- 
mour, he drew the Earl of Kildare, and the reſt of the 


vantage was taken againſt his Sureties. 
ſame time, this Lord Juſtice cauſed the Earl of Kildare 
to be arreſted, and committed to the Caſtle of Dublin, 
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at Kilkenny ; where they framed certain Articles againſt 
the Deputy, and tranſmitted the ſame into England to 
— the King. | | | | 


Hereupon, Sir Ralph Ufford, who had lately before 


married the Counteſs of Ulſter; a Man of Courage and 
Severity, was made Lord Juſtice : who forthwith calling 
a Parliament, ſent a ſpecial Commandment to the Earl 
of Deſmond, to appear in that great Council ; but the 


Earl wilfully refuled to come. Whereupon, the Lord 
Juſtice raiſed the King's Standard, and marching with an 


Army into Munſter, ſeized into the King's Hands all the 
Poſſeſſions of the Earl, took and executed his principal 
Followers, Sir Euſtace le Poer, Sir William Graunt, and 


Sir John Cotterell; enforced the Earl himſelf to fly and 


lurk, till 26 Noblemen and Knights, became Mainper- 


nors for his Appearance ata certain Day prefixed : But 
he making default the ſecond Time, the utermoſt Ad- 
Beſides, at the 


indicted and impriſon'd many other diſobedient Subjects, 


called in and cancelled ſuch Charters as were lately be- 
fore reſumed; and proceeded every way ſo roundly and 


ſeverely, as the Nobility which were wont to ſuffer no 


Controulment, did much diſtaſte him; and the Com- 


mons, who in this Land have ever been more devoted 


to their immediate Lords here, whom they ſaw every 


Day, than unto their Sovereign Lord-and King, whom 


they never ſaw, ſpake Ill of this Governor, as of a ri- 


e and cruel Man, though in truth he was a ſingu- 
lar good juſticer; and, if he had not died in the ſecond 


Year of his Government, was the likelieſt of that Age 
to have reformed and reduced the degenerate Engliſh Co- 
lonies, to their natural Obedience of the Crown of 
England, : | | | 8 ©, 
Thus much then we may obſerve by the Way, that 
Maurice Fitz-Thomas, the 
firſt Engliſh Lord that impoſed Coigne and Livery upon 
the King's Subjects; and the firſt that raiſed his Eftate 


rſt Earlof Deſmond, was the 
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to immoderate Greatneſs, by that wicked Extortion and 


Oppreſſion; that he was the firſt that rejected the Eng- 
5% Laws and Government, and drew others by his Ex- 
ample to do the like; that he was the firſt Peer of 7re- 


land that refuſed to come to the Parliament ſummoned 


by the King's Authority; that he was the firſt that made 


2 Diviſion and Diſtinction between the Engliſh of Blood, 
and the Exgliſh of Birth. 
And as this Earl was the only Author and firſt Actor 


of theſe Miſchiefs, which gave the greateſt Impediment 
to the full Conquelt of Ireland; io it is to be noted, 
that albeit others of his Rank afterwards offended in the 


ſame kind; whereby their Houſes were many times in 


danger of Ruin, yet was there not ever any noble Houſe 


of Engliſh Race in Ireland, utterly deſtroyed, and final- 
ly rooted out by the Hand of Juſtice, but the Houſe of 


Deſmond only; nor any Peer of this Realm ever put to 


Death . divers have been attainted:) but Thomas 


Fitz-James the Earl of Deſmond only, and only for the 
wicked Cuſtoms brought in by the firſt Earl, and practis'd 


by his Poſterity, though by ſeveral Laws they were made 

High-Treaſon. And therefore, though in the 7th of Zd- 

Wars. the 4th, during the Government of the Lord Tiprof?, 
Earl of Worceſter, both the Earls of Deſinond and Kil- 


dare were attainted by Parliament at Drogheda, for Al- 
liance and loſtering with the Iriſh; and for taking Coigne 
and Livery of the King's Subjects, vet was De/mond on- 
ly put to Death; for the Earl of K:/4are received his 


Pardon. And albeit, the Son of this Earl of Deſmond, 
who loſt his Head at Drogheda was reſtored to the Earl- 
dom, yet could not the King's Grace regenerate Obe- 
dience in that degenerate Houſe, but it grew rather more 


wild and barbarous than before. For from thenceforth 
they claimed a ſtrange Privilege, That the Earls of Deſ- 
mond ſhould never come to any Parliament or grand Coun- 


eil, or within any walled Town, but at their Will and 
Pleaſure, Which pretended Privilege, James Earl of De/- 
mond, the Father of Girald the laſt Earl, renounced and 


lurrendred by his Deed, in the Chancery of Ireland, in 
1 the 
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b the 32d of Henry the Eighth, At what time, among the 
meer Jriſhry, he ſubmitted himſelf to Sir Anthony Saint- 
* Leger, then Lord- Deputy; took an Oath of Allegiance, 


covenanted that he would ſuffer the Law of England to 
be executed in his Country; and aſſiſt the King's Judg- 
es in their Circuits: And if any Subſidies ſhould be 
e by Parliament, he would permit the ſame to be 
evied upon his Tenants and Followers. Which Cove- 


nants are as ſtrange as the Privilege it ſelf, ſpoken of 
before. But that which I conceive moſt worthy of Ob- 


ſervation, upon the Fortunes of the Houſe of Deſmond, 
is this; that as Maurice Fitz- Thomas, the firſt Earl, did 
firſt raiſe the Greatneſs of that Houſe by Iriſh Exactions 
and Oppreſſions; fo Girald the laſt Earl, did at laſt ruin 
and reduce it to nothing, by uſing the like Extortions, 


For certain it is, that the firſt Occaſion of his Rebelli- 
on, grew from hence, that when he attempted to charge 


the Decies in their County of Waterford, with Coigne and 
Livery, Black Rents and Coſheries, after the Jriſh Man- 
ner, he was reſiſted by the Earl of Ormonde, and upon 


an Encounter, overthrown and taken Priſoner ; which 


made his Heart ſo unquiet, as it eaſily conceived Trea- 


ſon againſt the Crown, and brought forth actual and 


open Rebellion, wherein he periſhed himſelf, and made 


a final Extinguiſhment of his Houſe and Honour. Op- 


preſſion and Extortion did maintain the Greatneſs: And 
Oppreſſion and Extortion did extinguiſh the Greatneſs of 
that Houſe, Which may well be expreſt, by the old Em- 
blem of a Torch turned downwards, with this Word, 
uod me alit, extinguit, OE on any 
ow let us return to the Courſe of Reformation, held 
and purſued here, after the Death of Sir Ralph Ufford, 
which happened in the twentieth Year of King Edward 
3d. After which time, albeit all the Power and Council 
of England was converted towards the Conqueſt of France, 
yet was not the Work of Reformation altogether dif- 
continued. For, in the 25th Year of King Edward the 
Third, Sir Thomas Rookeby, another worthy Governor 
(whom I have once before named) held a Parliament 


92 Hiſtorical Relations, &c. 


at Kilkenny, wherein many excellent Laws were pro- 
lonies to their Obedience; which Laws we find enrolled 
in the Remembrancer's Office here; and differ not much 

in ſubſtance from thoſe other Statutes of Kilkenny, which 
not long after (during the Government of Lionel Duke 


of Clarence) were not only enacted, but put in Execu- 


tion. This noble Prince having married the Daughter 
and Heir of Uer; and being likewiſe a Co-partner of 
the County of Kilkenny, in the 36th Year of King Ed- 


ward the Third, came over the King's Lieutenant, at- 


tended with a good Retinue of Martial Men, as is be- 
fore remembred, and a grave and honourable Council, 
as well for Peace, as for War, But becauſe this Army 
was not of acompetent Strength to break and ſubdue all 
the Jriſbry, although he quieted the Borders of the Eng- 
liſh Pale, and nel a! Ireland in Awe with his Name and 
Preſence; the principal Service that he intended, was to 
reform the degenerate Engliſh Colonies, and to reduce 


them to Obedience of the Engliſh Laws and Magiſtrates, 


To that end, in the Fortieth Year of King Edward the 
Third, he held that famous Parliament at Kilkenny; wheres 
in many notable Laws were enacted, which do ſhew and 
lay open (For the Law doth beft diſcover Enormities,) 
how much the Engliſh Colonies were corrupted at that 


Time, and do infalliby prove that which is laid down be- 


fore; That they were wholly degenerate, and fallen away 


from their Obedience. For firſt, it appeareth by the 


Preamble of theſe Laws, that the Engliſh of this Realm, 
before the coming over of Lionel Duke of Clarence, 


pere at that time become meer Jriſh in their Language, 


Names, Apparel, and their manner of Living, and had 
rejected the Engliſh Laws, and ſubmitted themſelves to 


the Iriſh, with whom they had many Marriages and Alli- 
ances, which tended to the utter Ruin and Deſtruction 
of the Commonwealth. Therefore Alliance by Marriage 


bl 


Nurture of Infants, and Goſſipred with the Iriſh, are by 


this Statute made High-Treaſon, Again, if any Man of 
Engliſh Race, ſhould uſe any Iriſþ Name, Triſh Language, 
4 n | 2h 


pounce and enacted for the reducing of the Engliſh Co- 
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or Iiſh Apparel, or any other Guiſe or Faſhion of the 7. 


i riſh; if he had Lands or Tenements, the ſame ſhould 


be ſeized, till he had given Security to the Chancery, to 
conform himſelf in all Points to the Engliſh Manner of 


living. And if he had no Lands, his Body was to be 


taken and impriſon'd, till he found Sureties, as afore- 
ſaid. mY 3 e 

Again, it was eſtabliſned and commanded, that the 
Engliſh in all their Controverſies, ſnould be ruled and go- 
vern'd by the Common Laws of England : And if any 
did ſubmit himſelf to the Brehon Law, or March Law, 
he ſhould be adjudged a Traytor, 3 44 

Again, becauſe the Enghſh at that Time, made War 


b 


and Peace with the bordering Enemy at their Pleaſure ; 


they were expreſly prohibited to leyy War upon the 
Iriſh, without ſpecial Warrant and Direction from the 
State, | „ | | 3:4 
Again, it was made penal to the Exgliſh to permit the 
Triſh to creaght or graze upon their Lands: To preſent. 
them to Eccleſiaſtical Benefices; to receive them into a- 
ny Monaſteries, or Religious Houſes, or to entertain a- 
ny of their Minſtrels, or Rimers, or News-tellers: To 
impoſe or ſeſs any Horſe or Foot upon the EngliſhSub. : 
jects againſt their Wills, was made Felony, And becauſe 
the great Liberties of Franchiſes ſpoken of before, were 
become Sanctuaries for all Malefactors, expreſs Power 
was giyen to the King's Sheriffs, to enter into all Fran- 
chiſes, and there to apprehend all Felons and 'Traytors, 
And laſtly, becauſe the great, Lords, when they levied For-: 
ces for the publick Service, did lay unequal Burthens up- 
on the Gentlemen and Freeholders, it was ordained that 
four Wardens of the Peace in every County, ſhould ſet. 
down and appoint what Men and Armour every Man 
ſhould bear, according to his Freehold, or other Ability of 
Eſtate. N | ; „ 1 fa $=4 a 
Theſe, and other Laws, tending to a general Refſorma- 
tion, were enacted in that Parliament. And the Execu- 
tion of theſe Laws, together with the Preſence of the King's 
Son, made a notable Alteration in the State and Manners 


of 


py » 
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of this People, within the ſpace of ſeven Years, which 
was the Term of this Prince's Lientenancy,  _ 
For all the Diſcourſes that I have feen of the Decay 
of Ireland, do agree in this, that the Preſence of the 
Lord Lionel, and theſe. Statutes of Kilkenny, did reſtore 
the Engliſh Government, in the degenerate Colonies, for 


divers Years. And the Statute of the tenth of Henry the lan. 
ſeventh, which reviveth and confirmeth the Statutes of intu 
Kilkenny, doth confirm as much. For it declareth, that the 
as long as theſe Laws were put inUre and Execution, this no 
Land continued in Proſperity and Honour: And fince they ow 
were not executed, the Subjects rebelled and digreſſed from 


their Allegiance, and the Land fell to Ruin and Deſola- par 
tion. And withal, we find the Effect of theſe Laws in fitte 
the Pipe-Rolls, and Plea-Rolls of this Kingdom: For, laid 
from the 36th of Edu. 3. when this Prince entred into Foo 


his Government, till the beginning of Richard the Se- oth 
cond his Reign, we find the Revenue of the Crown both bis 
certain and caſual, in Ulſter, Manſter, and Conaught, acs lay 
counted for; and that the King's Writ did run and the that 
Common Law was executed in every of thoſe Provin= Do! 
ces. I joyn with theſe Laws the perſonal Preſence of aga 
the King s Son, as a concurrent Cauſe of this Reforma- he 
tion: | Becauſe the People of this Land, both Engliſh and 
Iriſh, our of unnatural Pride, did ever love and deſire to do! 
be governed by great Perſons, And therefore, I may here of 
juſtly take occaſion to note, that firſt the Abſence of the of 
Kings of England; and next, the Abſence of thoſe great pre 
Lords, who were Inheritors of thoſe mighty Seigniories her 


of Leinſter, . Ulſter, Conaught, and Meath, have been main the 
Cauſes why this Kingdom was not reduced in ſo many Wer 


Touching the Abſence of our Kings, three of them bei, 
only ſince the Norman Conqueſt, have made Royal Jour- rig! 
nies into this Land; namely, King Henry the ſecond, ſee. 

King John, and King Richard the ſecond, And yet and 
they no ſooner arrived here, but that all the Jriſpry (as the 
if they had been but one Man) ſubmitted themſelves; ma 


took Oaths of Fidelity, and gave Pledges and Hoſtages Ear 
e 21 e 
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3 to continue loyal. And if any of thoſe Kings had con- 
tinued here in Perſon a competent time, till they had 


ſettled both Ezglih and Jriſh in their ſeveral Poſſeſſions, 


and had ſet the Law in a due Courſe throughout the 
Kingdom; theſe times wherein we live had not gained 
the Honour of the final Conqueſt and reducing of fre- 
land. For the King (ſaith Salomon) difipat omne malum 
intuitu ſuo. But wen Moſes was abſent in the Mount, 
the People committed Idolatry; and when there was 
no King in 1/7ael, every Man did what ſeemed beſt in his 
own Eyes. . 175 „ 
And therefore, when Alexander had conquer'd the Eaſt 
part of the World, and demanded of one what was the 
fitteſt Place for the Seat of his Empire, he brought and 
laid a dry Hide before him, and deſired him to ſet his 
Foot on the one ſide thereof; which being done, all the 
other parts of the Hide did riſe up; but when he did ſet 
his Foot in the middle of the Hide, all the other parts 
lay flat and even: Which was a lively Demonſtration, 
that if a Prince keep his Reſidence in the Borders of his 
Dominions, the remote Parts will eaſily riſe and rebel 
_ againſt him: But if he make the Centre thereof his Seat, 
be ſhall eaſily keep them in Peace and Obedience. 


7 


Touching the Abſence of the great Lords: All Writers 


do impute the Decay and Loſs of Leinſter to the Abſence 
of theſe Engliſh Lords, who married the Five Daughters 
of William Marſhal Earl of Pembroke, (to whom that 


at Seigniory deſcended) when his Five Sons who in- 


© herited the ſame ſucceſſively, and during their Time, held 
the ſame in Peace and Obedience to the Law of England, 
were all dead without Iſſue: Which happen'd about the 
Fortieth Year of King Hemy the Third: For the eldeft 
being married to Hugh Bigor, Earl of Norfolk, who in 
right of his Wife, had the Marſhalſhip of England; the 
ſecond, to Warren de Mountchenſey, whoſe ſole Daughter 
and Heir was match'd to William de Falentia, balf Bro- 
ther to King Henry the Third, who by that Match was 
made Earl of Pembroke; The third, to Gilbert de Clare, 

Earl of Glouceſter; the fourth to William Ferrers Earl of 


Darby ; 


+254 


The 


cond's Reign, a3 is before declared. 
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an entire County allotted for her Purparty, as is before 


declared) could not be drawn to make their perſonal 


Reſidence in this Kingdom ; but managed their Eſtates 


here, by their Seneſchals and Servants, And to defend 5 


their Territories againſt the bordering Iriſh, they enter- 
tained ſome of the Natives, who pretended a perpetual 
Title to thoſe great Lordſhips, For the 1riſh, after a thou- 
ſand Conqueſts and Attainders by our Law, would in 


thoſe Days pretend Title ſtill, becauſe an Iriſh Law © 


no Man could forfeit his Land. Theſe Natives taking 


the Opportunity in weak and deſperate Times, uſurped _ 
_ thoſe Seigniories ; and ſo Donald mac Art Cavanagh, be- 


ing entertained by the Earl of Norfolk, made himſelf Lord 


of the County of Catherlough : And Liſagh O Moor being 

truſted by the Lord Mortimer, who married the Daughter 

and Heir of the Lord Bruce, made Vimſelf Lord of 
Lands in Leix, in the latter end of King Edward the ſe- 


the 


» 4 


Again, t e Decay and Loſs of U er and Conaught, is 


attributed to this; that the Lord William Bourk, the laſt 
Earl of that Name, died without Iſſue-Male; whoſe An- 


ceſtors, namely, the Red Earl, and Sir Hugh de Lacy, 


before him, being perſonally reſident, held up their Great- 
neſs there, and kept the Engliſh in Peace, and the riſh 


in Awe; But when thoſe Provinces deſcended upon an 
Heir Female, and an Infant, the Triſh over- run Uſter, and 
the younger Branches of the Bourkes uſurped Conaught, 
And. therefore the Ordinance made in England, the 3d 
of Richard the Second, againſt ſuch as were abſent from 


their Lands in Ireland, and gave two third Parts of the 


Profits unto the King, until they returned, or placed a 


' ſufficient Number of Men to defend the ſame, was ground- 


ed upon good Reaſon of State: Which Ordinance was 
Put in Execution for many Years after, as appeareth. by 
ſundry Seizures made thereupon, in the time of King 
Mea pet 5 FFF fe nnwo TAN) © Richard 


Darby, the fifth to William de Bruce, Lord of Brecknack. E 
e great Lords, having greater Inheritances in their 
Own Right in England, than they had in Ireland in right 
of their Wives (and yet each of the Coparceners, had 


v Richard the ſecond, Henry the fourth, Henry the fifth, 
and Henry the ſixth, whereof there remain Records in 


aA 
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the Remembrancer's Office here. Among the reit, the 


Puke of Norfolk himſelf was not ſpared, but was im- 


a 


ing 
ped 


be- 
ord 


eing 
hter 
the 
e (ee 


ft, is 

laſt 
An- 
Lacy, 
Ireat- 


Iriſh 


King 
chard 


pleaded upon this Ordinance, for two Parts of the Pro- 
fits of Dorburies Iſland, and other Lands in the County 
of Wexford, in the time of King Henry the ſixth, And 
* afterwards, upon the ſame reaſon of State, all the Lands 
of the Houſe of Norſale, ot the Earl of Shrewsbury, the 
Lord Barkley, and others (who having Lands in Ireland, 
kept their continual Reſidence in England) were entire- 
ly reſumed by the Act of Abſentees, made in the 28th 


Year of King Hewry the Eighth. 
But now again, let us look back and ſee, how long 


the Effect of that Reformation did continue, which was 


begun by Lionel Duke of Clarence, in the Fortieth Year 


of King Edward the Third, and what Courſes have been 


held, to reduce and reform this People, by other Lieute- 


nants and Governors ſince that time. 


The Engliſh Colonies being in ſome good Meaſure re- 


formed by the Statutes of Kilkenny, did not utterly fall 
away into Barbariſm again, till the Wars of the Two 


Houſes had almoſt deſtroyed both theſe Kingdoms; for 


in that miſerable Time, the Ii tound Opportunity, with- 
out Oppolition, to baniſh the Engliſh Law and Govern- 
ment out of all the Provinces, and to confine it only to 


the Engliſh Pale: Howbeit, in the mean time, between 


the Government of the Duke of Clarence, and the be- 
ginning of thoſe Civil Wars of / and Lancaſter, we 
find that the State of Englaud did ſundry times reſolve 


to proceed in this Work of Reformation. = 
For firſt, King Richard 2d. ſent over Sir Nicholas 


Dazworth to ſuryey the Poſſeſſions of the Crown, and 
to call to account the Officers of the Revenue: Next 
Ito draw his Exg liſh Subjects to manure and defend cheir 
Lands in Jreland) he made that Ordinance againſt Abſen- 
tees, ſpoken of before: Again, he ſhewed an excellent 
Example of Juſtice upon Sir Philip Courtney, being his 
Lieutenant of that Kingdom, 


when he cauſed him tobe 
E Arreſted 
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arreſted by ſpecial Commiſſioners, upon Complaint made 
of ſundry grievous Oppreſſions and Wrongs, which, du- 
ring his Government, he had done unto that People. 

After this, the Parliament of England did reſolve that 
Thomas Duke of Gloceſter, the King's Uncle, ſhould be 
employ'd in theReformation and reducing of thatKingdom; 
the Fame whereof was no ſooner bruited in Ireland, but all 


the Iriſhry were ready to ſubmit themſelves before his com- 


ing: ſo much the very Name of a great Perſonage, eſpecially 
of a Prince of the Blood, did ever prevail with this People. 
But the King and his Minions, who were ever jealous of this 
Duke of Gloceſter, would not ſuffer him to have the 
Honour of that Service; but the King himſelf thought 
it a Work worthy of his own Preſence and Pains; and 
thereupon he made thoſe two Royal Journies mention- 


ed before; at which time he received the Submiſſions of 
all the 1riſþ Lords and Captains, who bound themſelves 


both by Indenture and Oath to become and continue 
his loyal Subjects. And withal, laid a particular Project 
for a civil Plantation of the Mountains and maritime 
Counties, between Dublin and Wexford, by removing all 
the Jriſh Septs from thence, as appeareth by the Cove- 
nants between the Earl Marſhal of Exgland and thoſe 
Iriſh Septs, which are before remembred, and are yer 
reſerved, and remain of Record in the King's Remem- 
ace Office at Meſtminſter. Laſtly, this King being pre- 
ſent in Ireland, took ſpecial Care to ſupply and furniſh the 
Courts of Juſtice with able and ſufficient Judges; and, 
to that end, he made that grave and learned Judge, Sir 
Milliam Hankeford, Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench 
here (who afterwards for his Service in this Realm was 
made Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench in England, by 
King Henry 4.) and did withal affociate unto him Willi- 
am Sturmy, a well-learned Man in the Law, who like. 


Wife came out of England with the King, that the legal 
Proceedings, Which were out of Order too (as all other 


Things in this Realm were) might be amended, and 


made formal, according to the Courſe and Precedents of 


of this 


England. But all the good Purpoſes and Projects 
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of a general Reformation in this Realm, 
Diſſentions in Enz/and were appeaſed, and the Peace of 
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© King were interrupted and utterly defeated by his ſudden 
Departure out of Ireland, and unhappy Depoſition from 
the Crown of England. 


Howbeit, King Henry the Fourth intending likewiſe to 
proſecute this noble Work, in the 3d Year of his Reign 


made the Lord Thomas of Lancaſter, his ſecon Son, 


Lieutenant of Jeland: Who came over in Perſon and 
accepted again the Submiſſions of divers Lords and Cap- 


| tains, as is before remembred; and held alſo a Parlia- 


ment, wherein he gave new Life to the Statutes of Xil- 


| kenny, and made other good Laws tending to the Refor- 
mation of the Kingdom, But the Troubles raiſed againſt 


the King, his Father, in England, drew him home again 
{o ſoon, as that ſeed of Reformation took no Root at 
all, neither had his Seryice in that kind any good Effect 
or Succeſs. | 9 

After this, the State of England had no leiſure to think 


till the civil 


that Kingdom ſettled by King Henry the ſeventh. 
For albeit, in the time of King Henry the 6th, Rich- 
ard Duke of Turk, a Prince of the Blood, of great W iſ- 


dom and Valour, and Heir to a third part of the King— 
dom at leaſt, being Earl of Ulſter and Lord of Connaught 


and Meath, was ſent the King's Lieutenant into 1re/ang, 


to recover and reform that Realm; where he was re- 


ſident in Perſon for the greateſt part of Ten Years, yet 


the Truth is, he aimed at another Mark, which was the 


Crown of England; and therefore he thought it no Po- 


 licy to diſtaſte either the Engliſh or Iriſh by a Courſe of 


Reformation, but ſought by all Means to pleaſe them, 


and by popular Courſes to ſteal away their Hearts, to 
the end he might ſtrengthen his Party when he ſhould ſer 


on Foot his Title, as is before declared : (which Policy 


of his took ſuch effect as that he drew over with him. 
into England the Flower of all the Engliſh Colonies, eſ- 
pecially of Uifer and Meath, whereof many Noblemen 
and Gentlemen were ſlain with him at Wakefeld, (as is 
| likewiſe before remembred.) Aud after his Death, when 


E 2 the 
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arreſted by ſpecial Commiſſioners, upon Complaint made 
of ſundry grievous Oppreſſions and Wrongs, which, du- 
Ting his Government, he had done unto that People. 
After this, the Parliament of England did reſolve that 
Thomas Duke of Gloceſter, the King's Uncle, ſhould be 
employ'd in the Reformation and reducing of that Kingdom; 
the Fame whereof was no ſooner bruited in Ireland, but all 
the Iriſhry were ready to ſubmit themſelves before his com- 
ing: ſo much the very Name of a great Perfonage, eſpecially 
_ of a Prince of the Blood, did ever prevail with this People. 
But the King and his Minions, who were ever jealous of this 
Duke of Gloceſter, would not ſuffer him to have the 
Honour of that Service; but the King himſelf thought 
it a Work worthy of his own Preſence and Pains; and 
thereupon he made thoſe two Royal Journies mention- 


ed before; at which time he received the Submiſſions of 


all the 1riþ Lords and Captains, who bound themſelves 
both by Indenture and Oath to become and continue 
his loyal Subjects. And withal, laid a particular Project 
for a civil Plantation of the Mountains and maritime 
Counties, between Dublin and Wexford, by removing all 
the Jriſh Septs from thence, as appeareth by the Cove- 
nants between the Earl Marſhal of England and thoſe 
 Jriſh Septs, which are before remembred, and are yer 
preſerved, and remain of Record in the King's Remem- 


brancer's Office at Weſtminſter. Laſtly, this King being pre- 


ſent in Ireland, took ſpecial Care to ſupply and furniſh the 
Courts of Juſtice with able and ſufficient Judges; and, 


to that end, he made that grave and learned Judge, Sir 


Milliam Hankeford, Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench 
here (who afterwards for his Service in this Realm was 
made Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench in England, by 


King Henry 4.) and did withal aſſociate unto him Milli. 


am Sturmy, a well-learned Man in the Law, who like- 
wiſe came out of England with the King, that the legal 
Proceedings, which were out of Order too (as all other 


Things in this Realm were) might be amended, and 
made formal, according to the Courſe and Precedents of 
of this 
King 


England. But all the good Purpoſes and Projects 
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| 4 King were interrupted and utterly defeated by his ſudden 
Departure out of Ireland, and unhappy Depolition from 
the Crown of England, | 


Howbeit, King Henry the Fourth intending likewiſe to 
proſecute this noble Work, in the 3d Year of his Reign 
made the Lord Thomas of Lancaſter, his ſecond Son, 
Lieutenant ef Jeland: Who came over in Perſon and 
accepted again the Submiſſions of divers Lords and Cap- 
tains, as is before remembred; and held alſo a Parlia- 
ment, wherein he gave new Life to the Statutes of Xil- 


| kenny, and made other good Laws tending to the Refor- 
mation of the Kingdom. But the Troubles raiſed againſt 


or Succels. 


the King, his Father, in England, drew him home again 
{o ſoon, as tha: ſeed of Reformation took no Root at 
all, neither had his Service in that kind any good Effect 

After this, the State of England had no leiſure to think 
of a general Reformation in this Realm, till the civil 
Diſſentions in England were appeaſed, and the Peace of 


that Kingdom ſettled by King Henry the ſeventh, 


For albeit, in the time of King Henry the 6th, Rich- 
ard Duke of York, a Prince of the Blood, of great Wiſ- 


dom and Valour, and Heir to a third part of the King- 
dom at leaſt, being Earl of Ulſter and Lord of Conaught 


and Meath, was ſent the King's Lieutenant into Freland, 
to recover and reform that Realm; where he was re- 


ſident in Perſon for the greateſt part of Ten Years, yet 
the Truth is, he aimed at another Mark, which was the 


Crown of England ; and therefore he thought it no Po- 


licy to diſtaſte either the Engliſh or Iriſh by a Courſe of 
Reformation, but ſought by all Means to pleaſe them, 


and by popular Courſes to ſteal away their Hearts, to 


the end he might ſtrengthen his Party when he ſhould ſer 


on Foot his Title, as is before declared: (which Policy 
of his took ſach effect as that he drew over with him _ 


into England the Flower of all the Engliſh: Colonies, eſ- 


pecially of Uiſfer and Meath, whereof many Noblemen 


and Gentlemen were ſlain with him at Wakefeld, (as is 


likewiſe before remembred.) And after his Death, when 
| e the 
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the Wars between the two Houſes were in their Heat, 


_ almoſt all the good Engliſh Blood, which was left in Tre- 


land, was ſpent in thoſe civil Diſſentions; ſo as the J. 


riſh became victorious over all, without Blood or Sweat: 


Only that little Canton of Land call'd the Engliſh Pale, 
containing Four ſmall Shires, did maintain a bordering 
War with the Iriſh, and retain the Form of Engliſh Go- 


vernment. 


But out of that little Precin& there were no Knights, 


Lords, or Burgeſſes ſummoned to the Parliament; nei- 
ther did the King's Writ run in any other part of the 
Kingdom; and yet upon the Marches and Borders, which 


at that time were grown ſo large, as they took up half 


Dublin, half Meath, and a third part of Kildare and 
Lowth ; there was no Law in uſe but the parch-Law, 


which in the Statutes of Kilkenny is ſaid to be no Law, 
but a lewd Cuſtom, _ 55 | 


So as upon the end of theſe civil Wars in England, the 


Engliſh Law and Government was well nigh baniſh'd out 


of Ireland, ſo as no Foot-ſtep or Print was left of any for- 
mer Reformation. 


Then did King Heur) 7th, ſend over Sir Edward Po) u- 
ings to be his Deputy, a right worthy Servitor, both in 
War and Peace: The principa] end of his Employmen: 
was to expel Perkin Warbeck out of this Kingdom, bu: 
that Service being performed, that worthy Deputy fine 


ing nothing but a common Miſery, took the beſt Cour! ' 


he poſſibly could to eſtabliſha Commonwealth in Ireland 


and to that end he held a Parliament, no leſs famous 


than that of Kilkenny, and more available for the Refor- 
mation of the whole Kingdom. For whereas all wile 
Men did ever concur in Opinion, that the readieſt Way 
to reform Jreland, is to ſettle a Form of civil Govyeri- 
ment there, conformable to that of Exgland: To bring 
this to paſs, Sir Edward Poynings did paſs an Act where- 
by all the Statutes made in England before that Time, 


were enacted, eſtabliſhed, and made of Force in Ire. 


land. Neither did he only reſpe& the time paſt, but pro. 
vided alſo for the time to come; for he cauſed anothe: 
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Law to be made, that no Act ſhould be propounded in 
any Parliament of Ireland, but ſuch as ſhould be firit 
. tranſmitted into England, and approved by the King and 


Council there, as good and expedient for that Land, and ſo 
returned back again under the Great-Seal of England. This 


Act, though it ſeem, Prima facie, to reſtrain the Li- 


berties of the Subjects of Jrelaud, yet was it made at 
the Prayer of the Commons, upon juſt and important 
Cauſe. 
For the Governors of that Realm, eſpecially ſuch as 
were of that Country Birth, had laid many Oppreſſions 
upon the Commons; and among the reſt, they had im- 
g to the g 

but to ſerve private Turns, and to ſtrengthen their particular 
Factions. This moved them to refer all Laws that were to be 
paſſed in Ire/and, to be conſider'd, corrected, and al- 
Jowed, firſt by the State of England, which had always 
been tender and careful of the Good of this People, and 


poſed Laws upon them, not tending general Good, 


had long ſince made them a civil, rich, and happy Na- 


tion, if their own Lords and Governors there had not ſent 
bad Intelligence into England. Beſides this, he took 
eſpecial Order, that the Summons of Parliament ſhould 
go into all the Shires of Ireland, and not to the Four 
Shires only; and for that Cauſe eſpecially, he cauſed 
all the Acts of Parliament lately before holden by the 
Viſcount of Gormanſtown, to be repealed and made void. 


Moreover, that the Parliaments of Ireland might want. 


no decent or honourable Form that was uſed in England, 


he cauſed a particular Act to paſs, that the Lords of re- 


land ſhould appear in the like Parliament Robes as the 


Engliſh Lords are wont to wear in the Parliaments ß 


England. Having thus eſtabliſh'd all the Statutes of England 
in Ireland, and et in order the great Council of that Realm, 
he did not omit to paſs other Laws, as well for the encreaſe 
bf the King's Revenue, as the Preſeryation of the publick 
Peace, LE 3 . 

To advance the Profits of the Crown, firſt he obtain'd 
a Subſidy of 26 Shillings and 8 Pence out of every 120 
Acres manured, payable yearly for fixe Years : Next, he 
A | E | reſumed 


- 
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reſumed all the Crown-Land which had been alienated (for 
the moſt part) by Richard Duke of York : and laſtly, he 


_ procured a Subſidy of Poundage out of all Merchandizes 


imported and exported, to be granted to the Crown in 
Perpetuity, | | 
To preſerve the publick Peace, he revived the Statutes 
of Kilkenny: He made wilful Murder High-Treaſon ; 
he cauſed the Marchers to book their Men, for whom 


they ſhould anſwer ; and reſtrained the making War 


or Peace without ſpecial Commiſſion from the State, 
Theſe Laws, and others as important as theſe, for 
the making of a Commonwealth in Ireland, were made 
in the Government of Sir Edward Poynings. But theſe 
Laws did not ſpread their Virtue beyond the Engliſh Pale, 


though they were made generally for. the whole King- 


dom; for the Provinces without the Pale, which during 
the War of York and Lancafter, had wholly caſt off the 


Engliſh Government, were not apt to receive this Seed of 
Reformation, becauſe they were not firft broken and 


maſter's again with the Sword. Beſides, the Ir; Coun- 


tries, which contained two third parts of the Kingdom, 
were not reduced to Shire-ground; ſo as in them the 


Laws of England could not poſſibly be put in Execu- 
non: Therefore theſe good Laws and Provifions made 
yy Sir Edward Poynings, were like good Leflons ſet for 
a Late that is broken and out of Tune, of which Leſſons 
little uſe can be made tiil the Lute be made fit to be 
play'd upon. VV 

And that the Execution of all theſe Laws had no 
greater Latiude than the Pale, is manifeſt by the Statute 
of the thiiteenth of Henry the Eighth, cap. 3. which re- 
citeth, that at that time the King's Laws were obeyed 


and executed in the Four Shires only; and yet then was 


che Earl of Surrey Lieutenant of Ireland, a Governour 
much feared of the King's Enemies, and exceedingly ho- 


nour'd and beloved of the King's Subjects. And the In- i | 
ſtructions given by the State of Ireland to John Allen, 


Maſter of the Rolls, employed into England near about 


the ſame time, do declare as much; wherein, among o. 
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ther Things, he is required to advertiſe the King, that 
his Land of Ireland was ſo much decayed as that the 
King's Laws were not obeyed twenty Miles in compaſs: 


_ Whereupon grew that By-word uſed by the Iriſh, viz. 


That they dwelt by-weſt the Law, which dwelt beyond 
the River of the Barrow, which is within thirty Miles of 
Dublin, The ſame is teſtify'd by Baron Finglas in his 
Diſcourſe of the Decay of Ireland, which he wrote about 
the twentieth Year of King Henry the Eighth, And 
thus we ſee the Effect of the Reformation which was intend- 
ed by Sir Edward Poynings. 5 

The next Attempt of Reformation was made in the 
28th Year of King Henry the Eighth, by the Lord Leo- 
nard Gray, who was created Viſcount of Crane in this 
Kingdom, and held a Parliament, wherein many excel- 
lent Laws were made : But to prepare the Minds of the 


People to obey theſe Laws, he began firſt with a mar- _ 
tial Courſe : for being ſent over to ſuppreſs the Re- 
| bellion of the Giraldines (which he performed ina few _ 


Months) he afterwards made a victorious Circuit round 


about the Kingdom, beginning in Offaly againſt O Con- 


nor, Who had aided the Giraldine; in their Rebellion x; 


and from thence paſſing along through all the iſh Coun- 


tries in Leinſter, and ſo into Munſter, where he took 
Pledges of the degenerate Earl of Deſmond, and thence 
into Conaught, and thence into UIſter; and then con- 


_ cluded this warlike Progreſs with the Battle of Be- 


lahoo, in the Borders of Meath, as is before remem- 
bred, © | | 5 


The principal Septs of the Iriſory being all terrified, and 
moſt of them broken in this Journey, many of their chief 


Lords upon this Deputy's Return, came to Dublin, and 


made their Submiſſions to the Crown of England ; name- 
ly, the O Neals and O Relies of Ulſter, Mac Murrogh, 
O Birn, and O Carol of Leinſter, and the Bourks of Co- 
naught. 5 „ 5 


This Preparation being made, he firſt propounded and 
paſſed in Parliament theſe Laws, which made the great 


Alteration in the Fate Ecrleſiaſtical ; namely, the Act 
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aboliſh the uſurped Authority of the Pope. 


104 Hiſtorical Relations, &c. 


which declared King Henry $th to be ſupreme Head of 
the Church of Ireland ; the Act prohibiting Appeals to 


the Church of Rome; the Act for Firſt Fruits and twen- 


tieth part to be paid to the King; the Act for Faculties 
and Diſpenſations; and laſtly, the Act that did utterly 
Next, for 
the Encreaſe of the King's Revenue; by one Act he ſup- 
preſſed ſundry Abbies and Religious Houſes; and by ano- 
ther \ reſumed the Lands of the Abſentees, (as is before 
— » 

And for the Civil Government, a ſpecial Statute was 
made, to aboliſh the Black-Rents and Tributes, exacted 


dy the Iriſy, upon the Engliſh Colonies ; and another Law 


enacted, That the Engliſh Apparel, Language, and man- 
ner of Living, ſhould be uſed by all ſuch as would ac- 


knowledge themſelves the King's Subjects. This Parlia- 
ment being ended, the Lord Leonard Gray was ſuddenly 
revok'd, and put to Death in England, fo as he lived 
not to finiſh the Work of Reformation, which he had 
begun; which notwithſtanding was well purſued by his 
Succeſſor Sir Anthony Saint Leger ; unto whom all the 
Lords and Chigftains of the 1riſhry, and of the degenerate. 
Eneliſ thronghout the Kingdom, made their ſeveral Sub- 


miſſions by Indenture (wlich was the Fourth general 
Submiſſion of the 174%», made fince the firſt Attempt 
of the Conqueſt of Ire/ana) whereof the Firſt was made 


to King Henry the ſecond; the Second to King John; the 
Third to King Richard the ſecond; and the laſt to Sir Autho- 


y Saint Leger, in 33 H. 8. . 
In theſe Indentures of Submiſſion, all the 1: Lords 


do acknowledge King Henry the Eighth to be their So- 
vereign Lord and King, and deſire to be accepted of him 


as Subjects. They confeſs the King's Supremacy in all 
Cauſes, and do utterly renounce the Pope's Juriſdiction, 
which 1 conceiveto be worth the Noting; becauſe, when 
zhe Iriſh had once reſolved to obey the King, they made 
20 Scruple to renounce the Pope. And this was not only 


done by the meer 7riſh, but the Chief of the degenerate _ 
Engliſh Families did perform the ſame; as Deſinond, Bar- 


ry, 
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ry, and Roche, in Munſter; and the Bourks, which bore 
the Title of Mac William, in Conaught. „„ 
Theſe Submiſſions being thus taken, the Lord Depu- 
ty and Council, for the preſent Government of thoſe J. 
riſh Countries, made certain Ordinances of State, not a- 
greeable altogether with the Rules of the Law of England, 
the reaſon whereof is expreſs'd in the Preamble of thoſe _ 


Ordinances; Quia nondum ſic ſapiunt leges & Jura, ut 


ſecundum ea jam immediate vivere & regi poſſint. The 


chief Points or Articles of which Orders regiſtred in the 


Council-book, are theſe : That King Henry the Eighth 
ſhould be accepted, reputed, and named King of Ireland, 
by all the Inhabitants of the Kingdom; that all the Arche 
biſhops and Biſhops ſhould be permitted to exerciſe their 
Juriſdiction in every Dioceſs throughout the Land: That 
Tythes ſhould be duly ſet out, and paid; that Children 
ſhould not be admitted to Benefices; that for every Man- 


laughter, and Theſt above Fourteen Pence, committed 


in the Iriſh Countries, the Offender ſhould pay a Fine of 
Forty Pound, Twenty Pound to the King, and Twenty 
Pound to the Captain of the Country ; and for every 
Theſt under Fourteen Pence, a Fine of five Marks ſhould 
be paid, Forty-ſix Shillings and Eight Pence to the Cap- 


rain, and Twenty Shillings to the Taniſter: That Horſe- 


men and Kearn ſhould not be impoſed upon the com- 
mon People to be fed and maintained by them; that 
the Maſter ſhould anſwer for his Servants, and the Fa- 


ther for his Children: That Cuttings ſhould not be made 


by the Lord upon his Tenants, to maintain War with 
his Neighbours, but only to bear his neceſſary Expen- 


ces, Occ, 5 | 5 
Theſe Ordinances of State being made and publiſhed, 


there were nominated and appointed in every Province, 


certain Orderers or Arbitrators, who inſtead of theſe J. 


ih Brehons, ſhould hear and determine all their Contro- 


verſies. In Conaught, the Arch-biſhop of Tuam, the Bi- 
ſhop of Clonfert, Captain Wakel;, and Captain Ovington. 
In Mun{ter, the Biſhop of Waterford, the Biſhop of Cork 

5 1 Zh and 
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and Roſs, the Mayor of Cork, and Mayor of Youghal, In 
Ulſter, the Archbiſhop of Ardmagh, and the Lord of 
Lowth, Andif any Difference did ariſe which they could 
not end, either for the Difficulty of the Cauſe, or for 
the Obſtinacy of the Parties, they were to certifie the 
Lord Deputy and Council, who would decide the matter 

by their Authority. | 5 
Hereupon the Iriſh Captains of leſſer Territories, which 
had ever been oppreſſed by the greater and mightier; 
ſome with Riſings out, others with Bonaght, and others 


with Cuttings, and ſpendings at Pleaſure, did appeal for 


Juſtice to the Lord Deputy ; who upon hearing their 
Complaints, did always order, that they ſhould all im- 
mediately depend upon the King; and that the weaker 
ſhould have no Dependency upon the ſtronger, | 
Laſtly, he prevailed ſo much with the greateſt of them; 
namely, O Neale, O Brien, and Mac William, as that they 


willingly did paſs into England, and preſented themſelves 


to the King, who thereupon was pleaſed to advance 
them to the Degree and Honour of Earls, and to grant 
unto them their ſeveral Countries, by Letrers-Patents, 
Beſides , that they might learn Obedience and Civility 
of Manners, by often repairing unto the State; the 
King, upon the Motion of the ſame Deputy, gave each 
of them a Houſe and Lands near D#bl:n, for the Entertain 
ment of their (ſeveral Trains. | 

This Courſe did this Governor take to reform the 1riſh- 
y; but withal, he did not omit to advance both the Ho- 
nour and Profit of the King. For in the Parliament 


which he held the 33d of Henry the Eighth, he cauſed 


an Act to paſs, which gave umo King Henry the Eighth, 
his Heirs and Succeſſors, the Name, Stile, and Title of 
King of Ireland; whereas before that time, the Kings 
of England were ſtiled but Lords of Ireland : Albeit in- 
deed, they were abſolute Monarchs thereof, and had in 
right all Royal and Imperial Jurifdition and Power there, 
as they had in the Realm of England. And yet becauſe 
in the vulgar Conceit, the Name of King is higher than 
the Name of La; Aſſuredly, the aſſuming of this Ti- 
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fle hath not a little raiſed the Sovereignty of the King of 
England in the Minds of this People: Laſtly, this Depu- 


ty brought a great Augmentation to the King's Revenue, 


by diſſolving of all the Monaſteries and Religious Houſes 
in Ireland, which was done in the ſame Parliament; and 
afterward, by procuring Min and Cavendiſh, two sk iltul 
Auditors, to be ſent over out of England, who took an 
exact Survey of all the Poſſeſſions of the Crown, and 
brought many Things into charge, which had been con- 
cealed and ſubſtracted for many Years before. And 
thus far did Sir Anthony Saint Leger proceed inthe courſe 


of Reformation; which though it were a good begin- 


ning, yet was it far from reducing Ireland to the perfect 
Obedience of the Crown of England. For all this while, 
the Provinces of Conaught and Ulſter, and a good part of 
Leinfter, were not reduced to Shire- ground. And though 
Munſter was anciently divided into Counties, the People 
were ſo degenerate, as no Juſtice of Aſſize durſt execute 
his Commiſſion amongſt them, None of the 1r;/ Lords 


or Tenants were ſettled in their Poſſeſſions, by any Grant 


or Confirmation from the Crown, except the three great 
Earls before named; who notwithſtanding, did govern 
their Tenants and Followers, by the Iriſh or Brehon Law; 
ſo as no Treaſon, Murder, Rape, or Theft, committed 
in thoſe Countries, was enquired of, or puniſh'd by the 
Law of England ; and conſequently, no Eſcheat, For- 
feiture, or Fine; no Revenue (certain or caſual) did ac- 
crue to the Crown out of thoſe Provinces. 

The next worthy Governor that endeayoured to advance 
this Reformation, was Thomas Earl of Suſſen; who hav- 
ing thoroughly broken and ſubdued the two moſt rebel- 
lious and powerful Iriſh Septs in Leinſter; namely, the 
Moores and O Connors, poſſeſſing the Territories of Leiæ 
and Offaly, did by Act of Parliament, in the zd and 4b 


of Phil. and Mariæ, reduce thoſe Countries into two 


ſeveral Counties; namely, the one, the King's, and the 
Queen's County, which were the firſt two: 
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the twelfth Year of King John; at which Time the 


Territories then poſſeſſed by the Engliſh Colonies were 
Reduced into Twelve Shires, as is before expreſſed. 
This noble Earl having thus extended the Juriſdiction. 
of theEngliſh Law into two Counties more, was not ſatiſ- 
fied with that Addition, but took a Reſolution to divide all 
the reſt of the Iriſh Countries un-reduc'd, into ſeveral Shires; 
and to that end he cauſed an Act to paſs in the ſame Par- 
lament, authorizing the Lord Chancellor, from time to 
time, to award Commiſſions to ſuch Perſons as the Lord 
Deputy ſhould nominate and appoint, to view and per- 
ambulate thoſe Iriſh Territories; and thereupon, to divide 


and limit the ſame into ſuch and ſo many ſeveral Coun- 
ties as they ſhould think meet ; which being certified to 


the Lord Deputy, and approved by him, ſhould be re- 
turned and enrolled in the Chancery, and from thence- 
forth be of like Force and Effect, as if it were done by 
JJ ion mnninngh yn. . 
Thus did the Earl of ex lay open a Paſſage for the 


Civil Government into the unreform'd Parts of this King- 


dom, but himſelf proceeded no further than is before de- 


clared. 


Howbeit afterwards, during the Reign of Queen Elixa- 
beth, Sir Hexry Sidney (who hath left behind him many 
Monuments of a good Governor in this Land) did not 


only purſue that Courfe which the Earl of Sex began, 


in reducing the Triſh Countries into Shires, and placin 
therein Sherifts and other Miniſters of the Law ; (for 
firſt he made the Annaly, a Territory in Leinſter, poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Sept of Offerralles, one entire Shire by it— 


felt, and call'd it the County of Longford , and after that 


He divided the whole Province of Conaught into ſix Coun- 


Ties more; namely, Clare, (which containeth all Thomond, 


Galloway, Sligo, Mayo, Roſcommon, and Leitrim :) But he 
alſo had cauſed divers good Laws to be made, and per- 


formed ſundry other Services, tending greatly to the Re- 
formation of this Kingdom, For firſt, to diminiſh the 
Greatneſs of the Ir; Lords, and to take from them the 
Dependency of the common People, in the Parliament 
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which he held 11 Eliz. He did aboliſn their pretended 
and uſurped Captainſhips, and all Exactions and Extor- 
tions incident thereunto. Next, to ſettle their Seignio- 
ries and Poſſeſſions in a Courſe of Inheritance, accord- 
ing to the courſe of the common Law, he cauſed an A& 
to paſs, whereby the Lord Deputy was authorized to ac- 
cept their Surrenders, and to re-grant Eſtates unto them, 
to hold of the Crown by Engliſh Tenures and Services, 
Again, becauſe the inferior ſort were looſe and poor, 
and not ameſneable to the Law; he provided by ano- 
ther Act, that the beſt and eldeſt Perſons of every 
Sept, ſhould bring in all the idle Perſons of their Sur- 
name, to be juſtified by the Law, Moreover, to give 
a civil Education to the Youth of this Land in the time 
to come, Proviſion was made by another Law, that there 
ſhould be one Free- School, at leaſt, erected in every Dio- 
ceſs of the Kingdom. And laſtly, to inure and acquaint 
the People of Munſter and Conaught, with the Engliſh Go- 
vernment again (which had not been in uſe among them 
for the ſpace of 200 Years before:) he inſtituted two 
Preſidency Courts in thoſe two Provinces, placing Sir gd- 
ward Fitton in Conaught, and Sir John Perrot in Mun. 
FD 1 5 „„ ET 
To augment the King's Revenue in the ſame Parlia- 
ment, upon the Attainder of Shane O Neale, he reſumed 
and veſted in the Crown more than halt the Province 
of Ulſter : He raiſed the Cuſtoms upon the principal 
Commodities of the Kingdom: He reformed the Abuſes 
of the Exchequer, by many good Orders and Inſtructions 
ſent out of England; and laſtly, he eftabliſh'd the Com- 
poſition of the Pale, in lieu of Puryeyance and Seſs of 


Soldiers. 


Theſe were good Proceedings in the Work of Refor- 
mation, but there were many Defects and Omiſſions 


 Witha] : for though he reduc'd all nauν,, t into Counties, 


he never ſent any Juſtices of Aſſize to viſit that Province, 
but plac'd Commiſhoners there, who govern'd it only in 
a Courſe of Diſcretion z part Martial and part Civil. Again 
in the Law that doth aboliſh the Ji Captain-ſnips, he 


gave 
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2 way for the reviving theredf again, by excepting 
uch, as ſhould be granted by Letters Patents from the 
Crown; which Exception did indeed take away the Force 
of that Law, For no Governor during Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, did refuſe to grant any of thoſe Captain-ſhips to 
any pretended Jriſh Lord, who would Deſire, and with 


his Thankfulneſs Deſerve the ſame. And again, though 


the greateſt part of Ul/ter were veſted by Act of Parlia- 
ment in the actual and real Poſſeſſion of the Crown; yet 
was there never any Seizure made thereof, nor any part 
thereof brought into Charge, but the 1ri/h were permit- 
ted to take all the Profits, without rendering any Duty 
or Acknowledgment for the fame; and though the 
Name of O Neale was damned by that Act, and the 
aſſuming thereof made Hizh-Treaſon ; yet after that, was 


Tirlegh Leynnogh (ſuffered to bear that Title, and to in- 


trude upon the Poſſeſſions of the Crown, and was yet 
often entertained by the State with Favour, Neither 
were theſe Lands reſumed by the Act of the 11th of E- 
lizabeth, neglected only (for the Abbies and Religious 
Houſes in Tyrone, Tirconnell, and Fermanagh, though they 
were diſſolved in the 33d of Henry the Eighth, were ne- 
yer ſuryeyed nor reduced into Charge, but were conti- 
nually poſſeſt by the religious Perſons) until His Maje- 
ſty that now is, came to the Crown: and that which is 
more ſtrange, the Donations of Biſhopricks, being a Flow- 
er of the Crown (which the Kings of England did ever 


retain in all their Dominions, when the Popes uſurped 


Authority was at the higheſt.) There were three Biſhop- 
ricks in Ulſter ; namely, Derry, Rapho, and Clogher, 
which neither Queen Elizabeth, nor any of her Progeni- 
tors did eyer beſtow, though they were the undoubted 
| Patrons thereof, So as King James was the firſt King 
of England that did ever ſupply thoſe Sees with Biſhops, 
which is an Argument either of great Negligence, or of 
great Weakneſs in the State and Governors of thoſe 


Times. And thus far proceeded Sir Henry Sidney. 


After him, Sir John Perrot, who held the laſt Parlia- 


ment in this Kingdom, did advance the Reformation in 
by three 
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three principal Points. Firſt, in eſtabliſhing the great 


Compoſition of Conaught, in which Service the Wiſdom 
and Induſtry of Sir Richard Bingham did concur with 
him : Next, in agony; the un-reform'd parts ol Vier, 
into ſeven Shires; namely, Aramagh, Monaghan, Hrone, 
Colerain, Donagall, Fermanagh, and Cavan ; though in 
his time the Law was never executed in theſe new Cyyn. 
ties by any Sheriffs or Juſtices of Aſſize, but the Peoye 
left to be ruled till by their own barbarous Lords ai] 
Laws : And laſtly, by veſting in the Crown the Land. 
of Deſmond and his Adherents in Munſter, and planting 
the ſame with Engliſh, though that Plantation was imperfect 


in many Points, 


After Sir John Perrot, Sir William Fitz-Williams did 
good Service in two other Points, Firſt, in raiſing a 
Compoſition in Munſter ; and then, in ſettling the Poſſel- 


ſions both of the Lords and Tenants in Monaghan, which 


was one of the laſt Acts of State, tending to the Refor- 
mation of the civil Goyernment that was performed in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, e 
Thus we ſee by what Degrees, and what Policy and 
Succeſs the Governors of this Land from time to time, 
ſince the beginning of the Reign of King Edward the 


third, have endeayoured to reform and reduce this Peo- 


ple to the perfect Obedience of the Crown of England; 
And we find, that before the Civil Wars of York and 
Lancaſter, they did chiefly endeavour to bring back the 
degenerate Engli/h Colonies to their Duty and Allegiance, 
not reſpecting the meer 1rj, whom _ reputed as Ali- 
ens or Enemies of the Crown. But after King Henry 
the 7th had united the Roſes, they laboured to reduce 
both Engliſh and Iriſh together: which Work, to what 
Paſs and Perfection it was brought in the latter end of 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, hath been before declared. 
W hereof ſometimes when I do conſider, I do in mine 
own Conceit compare theſe later Governors, who went 
about to reform the Civil Affairs in Ireland, unto ſome 


of the Kings of 1/rael, of whom it is ſaid, That they 


were good Kings; they did not cut down the Groves and 
High- 
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and commit Idolatry in them: So Sir Anthony Saint-Le- Co 
ger, the Earl of Set, Sir Henry Sidney, and Sir John _ ps 
Perrot, were good Governors, but they did not aboliſh 
he Iriþ Cuſtoms, nor execute the Law in the Iriſþ Coun 10 
tries, but ſuffer'd the People to worſhip their barbarous be 
Lors, and to remain utterly ignorant of their Duties to 8 
Gol and the King. | ” 
And now I am come to the happy Reign of my moſt _ * 
Fracious Lord and Maſter King James; in whoſe Time, yo 
as there hath been a Concuirence of many great Felicities: oy 

/ To this among others may be numbred in the firſt Rank | 8 
that all the Defects in the Government of Ireland ſpoken f 
/ © of before, have been fully ſupplied in the firſt nine Years 55 
olf his Reign. In which time there hath been more done M 
in the Work and Reformation of this Kingdom, than in gu 
the 440 Years, which are paſt ſince the Conqueſt was : 
firſt attempted. i | ; n 
 Howbeit, I have no purpoſe in this Diſcourſe, to ſet y 
forth at large all the Proceeedings of the State here in r 


reforming of this Kingdom, ſince his Majeſty came to 
the Crown, for the Parts and Paſſages thereof are ſo _ ' 
many, as to 2xpreſs them fully, would require ſeveral 3 
Treatiſes. Beſides, I for my Part, ſince I have not flat- 5 
ter'd the former Times, but have plainly laid open the 


Negligence and Errors of every Age that is paſt, would 3 
not willingly ſeem to flatter the preſent, by amplifying — «© 
the Diligence and true Judgment of thoſe Servitors, that 
have laboured in this Vineyard ſince the beginning of his 2 
rep Neis. 50 
1 ſhall therefore ſummarily, without any Amplifi- : 5 
cation at all, ſhew in what Manner, and by what _ 5 
Degrees, all the Defects which I have noted before in 5 
the Government of this Kingdom, have been ſuppli— 5 in 
ed ſince His Majeſty's bappy Reign began; and ſo con- C. 
ON thoſe Obſervations concerning the State of Jre- 
and. 5 Tk 14 
Firſt then, touching the Martial Affairs, 1 ſhall need 8 
to ſay little, in regard that the War which finiſhed the BY 


Con- 


Ad of Oblivion, publiſhed by Proclamation under the 
___ Great-Seal, All Offences againſt the Crown, and all par- 
__ ticular Treſpaſſes between Subject and Subject, done at 
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Conqueſt of Ireland, was ended almoſt in the Inſtant, 


when the Crown deſcended upon his Majeſty; and ſo 
there remained no Occaſion to amend the former Er- 
rors committed in the Proſecution of the War. How- 
beit, ſince his Majeſty hath till maintained an Ar- 
my here, as well For a Seminary of Martial Men; as to 
Give Strength and Countenance to the Civil Magiſtrate , 


1 may juſtly obſerve, that this Army hath not been fed 


with Coigne and Livery, or Seſs (with which Extortions the 
Soldier hath been nouriſh'd in the times of former Prin- 


ces) but hath been as Juſtly and Royally paid, as ever 


Prince in the World did pay his Men of War, Beſides, 
when there did ariſe an Occaſion of Employment foe 
his Army againſt the Rebel O doghertie ; neither did His 
Majeſty delay the re-inforcing thereof, but inſtantly ſent 
Supplies out of England and Scotland; neither did the 
martial Men dally or proſecute the Service faintly, but 
did forthwith quench that Fire, whereby themſelves would 
have been ihe Warmer, the longer it had continued, as 
well by the Encreaſe of their Entertainment, as by 
Booties. and Spoil of the Country, And thus much I 
thought fit to note, touching the Amendment of the Errots 


in the Martial Affairs,. 


Se condly, For the Supply of the Defects in the Civil Go» 
vernment, theſe Courſes have b2en purſued ſince his Maje- 


ſty's proſperous Reign began. 


Firſt, albeit upon the end of the War, whereby Tyrone's ; 
univerſal Rebellion was ſuppreſs'd, the Minds of the Peo- 


ple were broken and prepared to Obedience of the Law; 
pet the State, upon good Reaſon, did conceive, that the 
publick Peace could not be ſettled, till the Hearts of the 
People were alſo quieted , by ſecuring them from the 
+. Danger of the Law, which the moſt part of them had 
incurred one Way or other, in that great and general 
Confuſion. 


Therefore, firſt by a general Act of State, called the 


any 
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any Time before His Majeſty's Reign, were (to all ſuch 
as would come in to the Juſtices of Aſſize by a certain 
Day, and claim the Benefit of this Act) pardoned ; 
remitted, and utterly extinguiſned, never to be revived 
or called in queſtion. And by the ſame Proclamation, 
all the Jriſury (who for the moſt part, in former times, 
were left under Tyranny of their Lords and Chieftains, 
and had no Defence or Juſtice from the Crown) were 
received into His Majeſty's immediate Protection. This 
bred ſuch Comfort and Security in the Hearts of all Men, 
as thereupon enſued the calmeſt and moſt uniyerſal Peace, 
that ever was ſeen in Ireland. 


The publick Peace being thus eſtabliſhed, the State pro- 
ceeded next to eſtabliſh the publick Juſtice in every part 


of the Realm, And to that end, Sir George Carey (who 
was a prudent Governor, and a juſt, and made a fair 
Entry into the right way of Reforming this Kingdom) 
did in the firſt Year of His Majeſty's Reign, make the 
firſt Sheriffs that ever were made in Hroue and Tyrcon- 
nel; and ſhortly after ſent Sir Edmund Pelham Chief Ba- 


ron, and my ſeif thither, the firſt Juſtices of Aſſize that 


ever fat in thoſe Countries: and in ma: Circuit. we vi- 
Tited all the Shires of that Province beſides; which Vi. 
ſitation, though it were ſomewhat diſtaſteful to the IA, 


Lords, was ſweet and moſt welcome to the common 


People; who, albeit they were rude and barbarous, yet 


they quickly apprehended the difference between the Ty. 


ranny and Oppreſſion under which they lived before, and 


the juſt Government and Protection which we promiſed 
unto them for the time to come. 

The Law having made her Progreſs into Uher with 
ſo good Succeſs, Sir Arthur Chicheſter (who with ſingu— 
lar i 


ſpace of Seven Years and more, proſecuted the great 
Work of Reformation, and brought it well-near to an 
_ abſolute Perfection) did in the firſt Year of his Goyern- 
ment, eſtabliſh two other new Circuits for Juſtices of Al- 
ſize; the one in Conaught and the other in Munſter, , 
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call them new Circuits, for that, although it be mani- 
feſt by many Records, that Juſtices itinerant have in for- 
mer times been ſent into all the Shires of Munfter, and 
ſome part of Conaught ; yet certain it is, that in two 


hundred Years before (I ſpeak much within compaſs) no 


ſuch Commiſſion had been executed in either of theſe 
two Provinces, But now, the whole Realm being divi- 
ded into Shires, and every bordering Territory, whereof 
any doubt was made in what County the ſame ſhould 
lie, being added or reduced to a County certain (amon 

the reſt, the Mountains and Glyns on the Huth fide of 
Dublin, were lately made a Shire by it ſelf, and called 
the County of Wicklow; whereby the Inhabitants, which 
were wont to be Thorns in the ſide of the Pale, are be- 
come civil and quiet Neighbours thereof,) the Streams 
of the publick Juſtice were derived into every part of 
the Kingdom; and the Benefit and Protection of the 
Law of England communicated to all, as well 1ri as 
Engliſh, without Diſtinction or Reſpe& of Perſons ; by 
reaſon whereof, the Work of deriving the publick Juf- 
tice grew ſo great, as that there was Magna meſſis, ſed O- 
perarii pauci, And therefore the Number of the Judges 


in every Bench was increaſed, which do now every half 


Year (like good Planets in their ſeveral Spheres or Circles) 
carry the Light and Influence of Juſtice, round about the 
Kingdom ; whereas the Circuits in former times went round 


_ the Pale, like the Circuit of the Cinoſura about the 
Pole, Eh 5 ” 


' Rue curfu interiore brevi convertitur orbe. 


Upon theſe Viſitations of Juſtice, whereby the juſt and 
honourable Law of England was imparted and commu- 
nicated to all the 1riſhry, there followed theſe excellent 
good Effects. 3 „ 
Firſt, the common People were taught by the Juſtices 
of Aſſize, that they were free Subjects to the Kings of 
England, and not Slaves and Vaſſals to their pretended 
Lords: That the Cuttings, Coſheries, Sgſings, and other 

as | | Extortions 


116 Hiftorical Relations, &c. 


Extortions of the Lords, were unlawful, and that they 
ſhould not any more ſubmit themſelyes thereunto, ſince 
they were now under the Protection of ſo juſt and 
mighty a Prince, as both. would and could protect them 
from all Wrongs and Oppreſſions: They gave a willing 
Ear unto theſe Leſſons; and thereupon, the Greatneſs 
and Power of theſe Iriſh Lords over the People, ſud- 
denly fell and yaniſhed, when their Oppreſſions and Ex- 
tortions were taken away, which did maintain their Great- 
neſs: Inſomuch, as divers of them, who formerly 
made themſelves Owners of all (by Force) were now 
by the Law reduced to this Point; That wanting Means 
to defray their ordinary Charges, they reforted ordina- 
rily to the Lord Deputy, and .made Petition, that by Li- 
cence and Warrant of the State, they might take ſome 
Aid and Contribution from their People; as welt to Gif. 
charge their former Debts, as for competent Mainte- 
nance in Time to come: But ſome of them being 
impatient of this Dimunution, fled out of the Realm to 
foreign Countries. Whercupon, we may well obſerve, 
That, As Extortion did banijh the old Eugliſh Freeholder, 
Who could not {ive but unacr ine Law, ſo the Law did 
baniſh the Triſy Lord, who could not live but by Eu- 
tortion. . | 
Again, theſe Circuits of Juſtice (did upon the End 


of the War) more terrify the looſe and idle Perſons, 


than the Execution of the Martial Law, though it were 
more quick and ſudden; and in a ſhort time atter, did 
fo clear the Kingdom of Tineves, and other capital Of- 
fenders, as I dare affirm, that for the ſpace of five Years 
laſt paſt, there have not been found ſo many Maleſac- 
tors worthy of Death in all the fix Circuits of this Realm 
(which is now divided into Thirty-two Shires at large) as 
in one Circuit of ſix Shires; namely, the weſtern Circuit in 
England; for the truth is, that in time of Peace, the Iriſh are 
more fearful to offend the Law, than the Ergiih, or any 
Other Nation whatſoever. To 5 

Again, whereas the greateſt Advantage that the 70h. 
had of us in all their Rebellions, was, Our ance of 

VVV | their 
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their Countries, their Perſons, and their Actions: Since the 
Law and her Miniſters have had a Paſſage among them, 
all their Places of Faſtneſs have been diſcovered and 
laid open; all their Paſſes eleared; and Notice taken of 
every Perſon that is able to do either good or hurt. It 
is known, not only how they live, and what they do, but 
it is foreſeen what they purpoſe or intend to do: Inſo- 
eard to complain, that he 

had ſo many Eyes watching over him, as he could not 
drink a full Carouſe of Sack, but the State was adverti- 
ſed thereof, within few Hours after. And therefore, thoſe 
Allowances which I find in the ancient Pipe-Rolls, Pro 
guidagio & ſpiagio, may be well ſpared at this Day. Under. 
Sheriffs and Bailiffs-errant, are better Guides and Spies in 
the time of Peace, than any were found in the Time of 
Moreover, theſe civil Aſſemblies at Aſſizes and Seſſi- 
ons have reclaimed the Trio from their Wildneſs, cauſed 

them to cut off their Glibs and long Hair; to convert 
their Mantles into Cloaks ; to conform themſelves to the 
manner of England in all their Behayiour, and outward 
Forms. And becauſe they find a great Inconveniencein 
moving their Suits by an Interpreter; they do for the 


moſt part ſend their Children to Schools, eſpecially to 


learn the Engl; Language: So as we may conceive and 
kope, that the next Generation will in Tongue and Heart, 
and every way ele, become Exgliſß; ſo as there will be 
no Difference or Diſtinction, but the 1ri/þ Sea, betwixt 
us. And thus we ſee a good Converſion, and the Iriſh 
Game turned again. . * 
For heretofore the Neglect of the Law made the Engliſh 
degenerate, and become Jriſb; and now, on the other ſide, 
the Execution of the Law doth make the ri grow civil, 
and become Englijh, e 7 7 
Laſtly, theſe general Seſſions now do teach the People 
more Obedience, and keep them more in Awe, than did 
the general Hoſtings in former times, Theſe Progreſ- 
ſes of the Law renew and confirm the Conqueſt of Ire- 
land every half Year, and ſupply the Defect of the King's 
Abſence 
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* 

Abſence in every part of the Realm; in that every Judge 
ſitting in the Seat of Juſtice, doth repreſent the Perſon 
of the King himſelf, | 

Theſe Effects hath the Eſtabliſhment of the publick 
Peace and Juſtice produced, ſince His Majeſty's happy 
Reign began. 

Howbeit, it was impoſſible to make a Commonwealth 
in Irelana without performing another Service, which was 
the ſettling of all the Eſtates and Poſſeſſions, as 
well of ik, as Engliſh, throughout the Kingdom. 

For, although that in the 12th Year of Queen Eliza- 
beth, a ſpecial Law was made which did enable the 
Lord Deputy to take Surrenders, and re-grant Eſtates to 
the Iriſbry (upon Signification of her Majeſty's Pleaſure 
in that behalf;) yet were there but few of the 7 
Lords that made offer to ſurrender during her Reign; 
and they who made Surrenders of entire Countries, ob- 
tained Grants of the whole again to themſelyes only; 
and to no other; and all in Demeaſne, In paſſing of which 
Grants, there was no Care taken of the inferior Septs of 
Feople, inhabiting and poſſeſſing theſe Countries under 
them, but they held their ſeyeral Portions in Courſe of 
Taniſtry and Gavelkind, and yielded the ſame 1riſh Duties 
and Exactions, as they did before: So that upon every 
ſuch Surrender and Grant there was but one Freeholder 
made in a whole Country, which was the Lord himſelf, 
all the reſt were but Tenants at Will, or rather Tenants 
in Villenage, and were neither fit to be (worn in Juries, 
nor to perform any publick Service: And by reaſon of 
the Uncertainty of their Eſtates, did utterly negle& to 
build, or to plant, or to improve the Land, And there- 
fore, although the Lord was become the King's Tenant, 
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ed in the former Barbariſm and Deſolation. 


Iriſh Lords who did not ſurrender, yet obtained Letters 
Patents of the Captainſhips of their Countries, and of 


Cap- 


his Country was no whit reformed thereby, but remain- 


Again, in the ſame Queen's Time, there were many 


all Lands and Duties belonging to thoſe Captainſhips: 
For the Statute which doth condemn and aboliſh thoſe. 
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Captainries uſurped by the 1riſh, doth give Power to. 


the Lord Deputy to grant the ſame by Letters Patents, 
Howbeit, theſe 7riſh Captains, and likewiſe the Engliſh, 


Who were made Seneſchals of the Ir; Countries, did, 
by colour of theſe Grants, and under pretence of Go- 
vernment, claim an Triſh Seigniory, and exerciſe plain 
© Tyranny over the common People, And this was the 


Fruit that did ariſe of the Letters Patents granted of the 
- Triſh Countries in the time of Queen Elizaberh, where 
before they did extort and oppreſs the People only by 
colour of a lewd and barbarous Cuſtom; they did after- 


wards uſe the ſame Extortions and Oppreſſions by War- 


rant under the great Seal of the Realm. 


But now, ſince his Majeſty eame to the Crown, two 
ſpecial Commiſſions haye been ſent out of England for 


the ſettling and quieting of all the Poſſeſſions in Ireland; 


the one for accepting Surrenders of the Iriſh and dege- 
nerate Engliſh, and for re-granting Eſtates unto them, 


ö according to the Courſe of the common Law : The 


© Other for ſtrengthning of defective Titles: In the Execu- 
tion of which Commiſſions, there hath ever been had a 


ſpecial Care, to ſettle and ſecure the Under-Tenants; 
to the end, there might be a Repoſe and Eſtabliſhment 


of every Subject's Eſtate; Lord and Tenant, Freeholder 


and Farmer, throughout the Kingdom. WT 
Upon Surrenders, this Courſe hath been held from the 
beginning; when an Iriſb Lord doth offer to ſurrender. 


his Country, his Surrender is not immediately accepted, 


but a Commiſſion is firſt awarded, to enquire of Three 
ſpecial Points. Firſt, of the Quantity and Limits of the 
Land whereof he is reputed Owner, Next, how much 
himſelf doth hold in demeaſne, and how much is poſſeſt 
by his Tenants and Followers. And Thirdly, what Cufſ- 


toms, Duties, and Services, he doth yearly receive out 
of thoſe Lands. This Inquiſition being made and re-. 


turned, the Lands which are found to be the Lord's pro- 
per Poſſeſſions in demeaſne, are drawn into a Particular; 


and his I iſh Duties, as Coſherings, Seſjings, Rents of But- . 
der, and Oat- meal, and the like, are reaſonably valued 


and 
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their Children, and to improve the Commodities of their 
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and reduced into certain Sums of Money, to be paid year- 


ly in lieu thereof. This being done, the Surrender is acſ- 6, 
cepted; and thereupon a Grant paſſed, not of the whole EY 
Country, as was uſed in former Times, but of thoſe 7 ha 
Lands only, which are found in the Lord's Poſſeſſion, th 
andof thoſe certain Sums of Money, as Rents iſſuing out h 
of thereſt, But the Lands which are found to be poſſeſt by * wh 
the Tenants, are left unto them, reſpectively charged witn 1 
theſe certain Rents only, in lieu of I cance Iriſh Exac- | $ 147 
£7075, be 
In like manner, upon all Grants, which have paſt bß an 


virtue of the Commiſſion, for defective Titles, the Com- 
miſſioners have taken ſpecial Caution, for Preſervation He 
of the Eſtates of all particular Tenants. 75 
And as for Grants of Captain. ſhips, Sene ſchal.ſhips, in 
the Iriſh Countries; albeit, this Deputy had as much Pow- 
er and Authority to grant the ſame, as any other Gover- 
nors had before him; and might have raiſed as much | I. 
Profit by beſtowing the ſame, if he had reſpected his pri- pe 
vate, more than the publick Good; yet hath he been ſo 
far from paſling any ſuch in all his time, as he hath en- 


deavour'd to reſume all the Grants of that kind, that a 
have been made by his Predeceſſors; to the end, the * 
inferior Subjects of the Realm ſhould make their only P 
and immediate Dependency upon the Crown. And thus * 
we ſee, how the greateſt part of the Poſſeſſions, (as well 2 
of the Iriſh as of the Engliſh) in Leinſter, Conaught, and 9 
Munſter, are ſettled and ſecured ſince his Majeſty came 5 
to the Crown; whereby the Hearts of the People are al- t: 
ſo ſettled, not only to live in Peace, but raiſed and en- # 
couraged to build, to plant, to give better Education to e 


— 


Lands; whereby the yearly Value thereof is already in- ² Y 
creaſed double of that it was within theſe few Years, 3 
and is like daily to riſe higher, till it amount to the Priſe 1 
of our Land in England. 35 . \ 
Laſtly, the Poſſeſſions of the Iriſhry in the Province | 
of Ulſter, though it were the moſt rude and unreform- p 
ed Part of Ireland, and the Seat and Neſt of the laſt 

| | 15 great t 
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Breat Rebellion, are now better diſpofed and eſtabliſhed 

than any the Lands in the other Provinces, which 
have been paſt and ſettled upon Surrenders, For, as 

the Occaſion of the diſpoſing of thoſe Lands, did not 
5 happen without the ſpecial Providence and Finger of God, 
which did caſt out thoſe wicked and ungrateful Traitors, 
who were the only Enemies of the Reformation of Jre— 
| land; ſo the Diſtribution and Plantation thereof bath 
been projected and proſecuted by the ſpecial Direction 


and Care of the King himſelf; wherein his Majeſty hath 

corrected the Errors ee ſpoken of, committed by King 
Henry 2. and King John, in diſtributing and planting the 
firſt conquered Lands. For, although there were ſix 
whole Shires to be diſpoſed, His Majeſty gave not an 
entire Country, or County, to any particular Perſon; 
much leſs did grant Jura Regalia, or any extraordinary 


| Liberties, For the beſt Britiſh Undertaker had but a pro- 


portion of 3000 Acres for himſelf, with power to create 
a Manor, and hold a Court-Baron : Albeit, many of 
theſe Undertakers weretof as great Birth and Quality 
as the beſt Adventurers in the firſt Conqueſt. Again, his 
Majeſty did not utterly exclude the Natives out of this 
Plantation, with a purpoſe to root them out, as the Iris 
were excluded out of the firſt Engliſh Colonies; but made 
a mixt Plantation of Briziſh and Iriſh, that they might 
grow up together in one Nation: Only, the 1-7 were 
in ſome places tranſplanted from the Woods and Moun- 
tains, into the Plains and open Countries, that being re- 
moved (like wild Fruit-Trees) they might grow the mild- 
er, and bear the better and ſweeter Fruit, And this tru- 
ly, is the Maſter-piece, and moſt excellent part of the 
Work of Reformation, and is worthy indeed of his Ma- 
jeſty's Royal Pains, For when this Plantation hath ta- 
ken Root, and been fix'd and ſettled but a few Years, 


with the Fayour and Bleſſing of God (for the Son of God 


> himſelf hath ſaid in the Goſpel, Omns plantatio, quam 
non plantavit pater meus, eradicatur) it will ſecure the 


. 


a flouriſhing Kingdom. 
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Peace of Ireland, aſſure it to the Crown of England fol- if 
ever; and finally, make it a civil, and a rich, a mighty ane 
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all the, , 
ſtabliſhing the Compoſitions ; by reſtoring and reſuming 
the Cuſtoms; by reviving the Tenures in Capite, and 
*Knights-Service; and reducing many other Things into 


Charge, which by the Confuſion and Negligence of for- 


- 


maining as lean as it was before, it will hereafter be as fruit- 


n 1 n 
_ 4 mY E e * ae W 1 X 
o Wa ! nee FS 2 e 
e er Wm 7 5 : 3 * - 
? ee . 6 > 8 7 
* 7 . . WP 4,0 28 { 
* n 8 n 


Hiſtorical Relations, &c. 
Jomit to ſpeak of the increaſe of the Revenue of the 
Crown, both certain and caſual, which is raiſed to a dou. 
ble proportion (at leaſt) above that it was, by deriving 
the publiek Juſtice into all parts of the Realm, by ſettling 

be Poſſeſſions, both of the Iriſh and Engliſh, by re-e- 


mer times became concealed and ſubtracted from the 
Crown. I forbear likewiſe to ſpeak of the due and rea- 
dy bringing in of the Revenue, which is brought to paſs 
by the well ordering of the Court of Exchequer, and the 
Authority and Pains of the Commiſſioners for Accompts. 

I might alſo add hereunto, the Encouragement that 


hath been given to the maritime Towns and Cities, as 


well to increaſe their Trade of Merchandize, as to cheriſh 
mechanical Arts and Sciences ; in that all their Charters 


have been renewed, and their Liberties more inlarged by 


his Majeſty, than by any of his Progenitors ſince the 


Conqueſt. As likewiſe, the Care and Courſe that hat!“ 
been taken, to make civil Commerce and Intercourſe be 1 
tween the Subjects newly reſorm'd and brought under O- 
 bedience, by granting Markets and Fairs to be holden in 


their Countries, and by erecting of corporate Towns a- 
mong them. | | 

Briefly, the Clock of the civil Government is now well 
ſet, and all the Wheels thereof do move in Order; - the 
Strings of this 47% Harp, which the eivil Magiſtrate doth 
finger, are all in tune (for I omit to ſpeak of the State 
| Eccleſiaſtical) and make a good Harmony in this Com- 


monweal: So as we may well conceive Hope, that tre- 


| land, (which heretofore might properly be called the Land 
of Ire, becauſe the Jraſcible Power was predominant 
there for the ſpace of 400 Years together) will from hence- 
forth prove a Land of Peace and Concord. And though 
heretofore it bath been like the lean Cow of Egypt, in 53. 
raoßh's Dream, devouring the fat of England, and yet re- 
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the ful as the Land of Canaan; the Deſcription whereof, in 
ou- che 8th of Deuteronomy, doth in every part agree with 

ing relanad; being Terra rivorum, aquarumque & fontium ; 

ling in cujus campis, & Montibus, erumpunt fluviorum abyſſi; 

e- e- terra frumenii & hordei; terra lactis & mellis, ubi abſque 
ing ulla penuria comedes panem tuum, & rerum abundantia 

and perfrueris. ra age is | | 

into And thus I have diſcover'd, and expreſs'd the Defects 

for- and Errors, as well in the managing of the Martial Af- 

the Fairs, as of the Civil; which in former Ages gave Impe- 

rea- diment to the reducing of all zreland to the Obedience and 

paſs S jection of the Crown of England. I have likewiſe ob- 

| the ſerved what Courſes have been taken to Reform the De- 

npts, ſects and Errors in Government, and to reduce the People 

that of this Land to Obedience, ſince the beginning of the 
„ as I Reign of K. Ew, z. till the latter end of the Reign of 
eriſh Queen Elizabeth, his | > | 
arters And laſtly, I have declared and ſet forth, How all the 


ed by id Errors have been corrected, and the Defects ſupplied 

e the F.nder the proſperous Government of his Majeſty; ſo as I 
hat may poſitively conclude in the ſame Words, which I have 
ſe be- 1 uſed in the Title of this Diſcourſe; That until the Be. 


ler O- zinning of his Majeſty's Reign, Ireland was never entirely 
len in ¶ ſubdued, and brought under the Obedience of the Grown of - 

yns a- England. But ſince the Crown of this Kingdom, with 
5 | the undoubted Right and Title thereof, deſcended upon 
w well T his Majefth ; the whole Ifland from Sea to Sea, hath been 
r; the brought into his Highneſs peaceable Poſſeſſion ; and all 
tedoth the Inhabitants, in every Corner thereof, have been ab- 

e State ſolutely reduced under his immediate Subjection. In which 
Com- conèition of Subjects, they will gladly continue, without 'F 
hat Ire. Defection, or adhering to any other Lord or King, as long 
he Land as they may be Protected, and juſtly Governed, without 

»minant ¶ Oppreſſion on the one ſide, or Impunity on the other. 

1 hence- Þ For there is no Nation of 1 under the Sun that do | 
though love equal and indifferent Juſtice better than the Jr; 
in Pha- or will reſt better ſatisfied with the Execution thereof, T1 
yet re- although it be againſt themſelyes ; ſo as they may haye | © 
as fruit- the Protection and Benefit of the Law, when uv _ 

ful! Cauſe they do delire it, 


FINIS, © 


7 L 
6 þ : 
O N 
7 
1 1 * 
/ . ” 9 
. 45 
* N 4 
* 2 
/ + » 08 
4 7 * 1 
. * 
4 F 
1 * 
7 4 : e 
3 4 4 
* £ * 2 
— 
, A 
t — * 
x 
* 


3 


2 1 
FP 


1 
5 
* 


* 


— 


2 


RR, 1 
FP 


